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The 2018 midterm elections 
were held on November 6. 
During these elections, all 
435 seats in the House of 
Representatives and one 
third of the seats in the 
Senate were up for election. 
Additionally, 36 states and 3 
U.S. territories  had elections 
for governor, including 
Connecticut. There were 
also races for mayor in 
certain towns and cities 
across the country, which are 
important because they 
control local areas and affect 
decisions that impact 
citizens directly. 

The elections, especially the 
congressional ones, are 
relevant because 
congressional elections affect 

a state?s representation in 
Congress. Unlike 
presidential elections, which 
use the Electoral College in 
addition to a popular vote, 
congressional elections are 
based solely on citizens? 
votes. 

The midterm elections also 
determined which political 
party will control each 
chamber of Congress - 
House of Representatives 
and Senate - until 2020, 
when there will  be a 
presidential election and 
possibly a new president. 
The Democrats took control 
of the House, and the 
Republicans have the Senate.

Mr. McMann, who teaches 
AP U.S. History and Honors 

U.S. Government and 
Politics is forming a new 
political organization on 
campus. The Gray Party, 
which is led by Nathaniel 
Ince ?20, Will Alling Graney 
?19, Jolie Kaplan ?20, and 
Duke Fishman ?19, hopes to 
encourage and facilitate 
more political discussion 
and debate on campus, with 
the aim of having students 
become more open-minded 
and moderate. The idea for 
the Gray Party came about 
in the 2016-17 school year, 
when Mark Choi ?18 and 
Anthony Cochrane ?18 did 
an independent study on 
civic engagement for the 
millennial generation. Choi 
was a liberal progressive and 
Cochrane was a 

The Gunnery Varsity Field 
Hockey team hosted the 9th 
annual Play for the Cure game 
under the lights on October 6 to 
fundraise for the National 
Foundation for Cancer Research 
(NFCR). Many students, family 
and faculty came down to Barnes 
Field to support the cause. 

This year, the field hockey team 
asked boys who wish to participate 
to raise money for themselves. The 
top 18 fundraisers would be able 
to play in two randomly divided 
co-ed teams. The two teams were 
Red and White, and each team 
included nine Varsity Girls Field 
Hockey players and nine boys. 
Among the boy participants, many 
successfully raised over 100 
dollars, contributing significantly 
to the fundraising effort. 

Students and faculty were 
encouraged to bet five dollars on 
the team that they believe would 
win to continue to drive up 
donations. Additionally, one of the 
field hockey captains, Laura Wells 
?19,  with the help of her 
teammates, made pink and white 

necklaces and bracelets, which 
they sold to support the cause, 
initiating ?Beads Beat Cancer.? 
Furthermore, Grace Genest ?20, 
Kelly Hill ?20, Marley Berano ?20, 
Corinne Bolding ?20, Caroline 
Kroell ?19 and Assistant Coach 
Rimany baked goods together at 
Coach Rimany?s apartment for the 
bake sale at the game.

The game began at 7 o?clock on the 
auspiciously warm Saturday 
evening, and supporters came 
dressed in either white or red to 
represent the team they were 
betting on. The energy was high, 
and with loud music playing, 
everyone was excited about the 
upcoming game. Prior to the 
game, the girls instructed the boys 
in field hockey basics. The 
captains of each team, who are 
also the goalies, Marley Berano ?20 
for Team White and Rain Ji ?19 for 
Team Red, organized the warm up 
with help from other players.

Team Red defeated Team White 
with a final score of 7 to 3. 
Frederik von Klitzing ?20 was the 
lead scorer for  Team Red, and 
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All-School Walk 2018
      byJuliette Gaggini '20

The Gray Party and its Role in the 2018 Midterm Elections
      by Maddie Aitken'19

On October 4, the students 
and faculty of The Gunnery 
embarked on the annual 
All-School Walk, one of our 
school?s longest standing 
traditions since Frederick 
Gunn, our founder, began 
the walk in the 1860s. Over 
the years the walk has 
evolved greatly, going from a 
47 mile long adventure to 
what is now an 8 mile hike 

through the Steep Rock 
Preserve right in 
Washington, Conn. This 
year we also celebrated this 
long-standing tradition by 
having a ?School Walk Eve? 
during which student and 
faculty had the opportunity 
to visit Freddy Gunn?s grave, 
explore what one of the first 
school walk experiences 
would have been like and 

spend time in the school 
archives. It was a fantastic 
addition to an already great 
tradition, and contributed to 
the way we celebrate our 
history. The student body 
was very excited about this 
walk and many four-year 
seniors talked about how 
they would miss spending 
time hiking with friends.
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Sofia Pattillo ?20 was the lead scorer for 
Team White. Many boys who picked up 
a field hockey stick for the first time 
were surprisingly skillful. Will Alling 
Graney ?19 (Team Red) and Cody 
Sipher ?19 (Team White) did an 
exceptional job on the pitch, according 
to other players on the team. 

In 2017, the team successfully raised 
$2,844 for NFCR, and defeated 
Westover School 2-0 in a pink out 
game. The Gunnery Varsity Field 
Hockey team played a game against the 
Varsity Boys Hockey team, raising more 
than $1600 in 2016. Furthermore, in 
2016, the field hockey team sponsored a 

head-shaving 
contest, and asked 
for online 
donations 
through a 
Crowdrise page, 
raising more than 
$2,300. 
This year, the 
team successfully 
raised over $4000, 
setting a new 
fundraising 
record. Grace 
Genest ?19, one of 
the captains, said 

that the fundraising 
?shows how generous our 

community is and how willing they are 
to give to help others.? Another player 
on the team, Kelly Hill ?20, said that 
Play for the Cure is really important to 
her because she has lost a few close 
family friends to breast cancer, and 
seeing what the field hockey team is 
able to achieve makes her ?very happy.? 
Joey Lin ?19, a senior on the team, said 
that her favorite part about the night 
game is ?the cheering from fans,? and 
she also commended this year?s 
fundraiser as ?an efficient way to let the 
public acknowledge the importance of 
cancer research and actually get 
involved in the process of investigation 

of cancer.? 

Similarly, Sofia Pattillo ?20, who played 
in her third Play for the Cure game on 
October 6th said that her favorite part 
of the night was ?the excitement the 
boys brought to the game and the fun 
competition.? She was amazed by how 
much money the school raised, and she 
thought that the success reflected 
?exactly what kind of school we are.? For 
her, playing the game reminds her that 
cancer affects everyone?s lives everyday, 
and ?spreading awareness, raising 
funds, and showing support? are the 
things that Play for the Cure should 
bring to people?s 
mind. C The goalie 
for Team White, 
Marley Berano ?20 
expressed her 
excitement about the 
game. She was very 
moved by the amount 
of energy both side 
had, and she was very 
proud of the Gunnery 
community. 

All donations will go 
toward all types of 
cancer research. 
According to the 
National Cancer 
Institute, in 2018, an 

estimated 1,735,350 new cases of cancer 
will be diagnosed in the United States 
and 609,640 people will die from the 
disease, so these fundraising efforts are 
extremely important.

The Gunnery Varsity Field Hockey 
team would like to thank everyone who 
participated in the fundraising event, 
and appreciates the school?s continuous 
support towards the program and the 
cause. Next year will mark the 10th 
annual Play4theCure game, and the 
team is looking forward to continuing 
to fight for this worthy cause.

by Maddie Aitken'19 

Gunnery Hosts Annual Play4theCure Game
      by Rain Ji '19(Continued from A1)

conservative, and according to Mr. 
McMann, ?They wanted to create this 
bipartisan political think tank on 
campus...These guys were from 
opposite ends of the political spectrum 
and yet they were both committed to 
seeking compromise and more 
moderate solutions.? The goal of the 
Gray Party is to make students more 
politically involved and educated, as 
well as more open-minded in their 
views.

The Gray Party was technically 
established in 2017 and was responsible 
for a few events that happened in the 

2017-18 school year, including the 
gubernatorial debate and the gun 
control forum, but Mr. McMann  used 
the 2018 midterm elections to really get 
the Gray Party off the ground. 

On October 16, the Gray Party took 
students to a debate between Jahana 
Hayes (Democrat) and Manny Santos 
(Republican), the candidates for the 
House of Representatives from 
Connecticut's 5th congressional 
district, in which The Gunnery is 
located. On November 6, Hayes won 
the election, and she will be the House 
representative for CT-5. 

The Gray Party also strongly 
encouraged any students who are over 
18 to vote in the elections. They 
provided help with voter registration 
and transportation to the polls.

In addition, Mr. McMann has begun 
working with Better Angels, a national 
bipartisan citizens? movement that is 
working to unify our divided nation, 
bringing red and blue Americans 
together in alliances to build new ways 
to communicate and ultimately 
contribute to the depolarization of our 
country. Better Angels representatives 
came to The Gunnery on October 30 to 

facilitate a forum that focused on 
liberal/conservative  stereotypes.   
depolarization of our country.the 
midterms, and helping them get 
registered if they are not already.

Mr. McMann said his goal for students, 
which he hopes the Gray Party will help 
acheive, is ?getting to a place where it?s 
not about winning debates but it?s about 
being open and being more moderate.?

PHOTO by Gianna Russillo '20, featuring the two teams high-fiving after 
the game.

PHOTO by Gianna Russillo '20, (l. to r.) Bobby Wells '21, Katherine Cortese 
'21 and Jon Nichele '21.
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"You Can't Take It With You" Set to Premiere on November 8 
      by Rain Ji '19

This fall, the Gunnery Drama Society 
will present "You Can?t Take It With 
You", a comedy by George S. Kaufman 
and Moss Hart between November 8 
and 10. According to the NPR, You 
Can't Take It With You has been one of 
the 10 most-produced school plays 
every year since amateur rights became 
available in 1939. 

Ms. Albright, the co-director of the Fall 
Play, told The Highlander that the 
Gunnery Drama Society originally 
decided on a different play with less 
roles. But on the first day of the fall 
co-curricular, the Society was surprised 
by the amount of people who were 
interested in Fall Play, and decided on 
another play, You Can?t Take it With 
You. Although unintentional, this show 
continues the comedy trend from last 
year. 

When The Highlander asked if a 
comedy is the best fit for the cast, Ms. 
Albright described this year?s crew as ?a 

funny group,? ?so comedy fits them 
well.? She also acknowledges that the 
show has a lot of  ?seemingly random 
lines,? and she thinks that ?navigating 
and memorizing lines? will be the most 
challenging part. In order to conquer 
this obstacle, she sat down with one of 
the lead actresses, Layla Walcott ?19, to 
go over the lines one-on-one. ?This 
really helps,? Ms. Albright said, ?we just 
go back and forth.?

Ms. Albright believes that You Can´t 
Take it With You is ?truly a show for 
everybody.? Considering how crazy the 
family in the play is, everyone might 
find the story relatable. Ms. Albright is 
excited to see what the student actors 
and actresses are capable of, and what 
the audience?s reaction will be. 

This year?s Fall Play has a crew of 
diverse personalities. The Highlander 
interviewed Gianna Russillo ?20. You 
Can?t Take it With You will be her first 
Gunnery production. She said that she 

is most excited about ?taking the stage 
for the first time,? and she believes that 
?the performance will be a culmination 
of everyone?s hard work!? As for her 
role in the play, ?I will be playing a 
drunk woman named Gay Wellington. 
She is very, very crazy as you will see 
when you watch the play. She is all over 
the place, in your face, just an 
all-around crazy lady,? said Gianna 
Russillo ?20, ?one major challenge for 
me has been learning how to act drunk. 
It is surprisingly more difficult than I 
expected.? 

Andrew Sutherland ?20, another 
rookie of the Gunnery Fall Play cast 
said that ?the biggest challenges that 
were encountered were learning to 
play the xylophone, memorizing lines 
and timing to get the comedy perfect.? 

This is a play that challenges all of us 
to embrace who we are and live the 
life however we want. Ms. Albright 
said ?Let yourself enjoy the thing that 

you like doing and don?t be bogged 
down by the day-to-day life.? She 
added, ?Love your family, that?s 
important too!? 

The Gunnery Drama Society invites all 
students and faculty, as well as family 
and friends, to come see the play in the 
Lemcke Theater of the Emerson 
Performing Arts Center.The 
Highlander Newspaper wishes the crew 
a huge success and looks forward to 
watching the play along with the rest of 
the Gunnery community! 

PHOTO by Karen Zhu '21, featuring a play rehearsal.   

The Gray Party and its Role in the 2018 Midterm Elections
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  A periodical published by The Gunnery, The 
Highlander is dedicated to providing 
information, commentary and entertainment 
to the school community. Articles and 
editorials by the staff reflect the opinions of 
the individual writer on the newspaper staff; 
contributions reflect the opinion of the 
individual contributor. The newspaper does 
not presume to represent the opinions of The 
Gunnery's administration. The Highlander 
seeks to give voice to a broad range of 
perspectives and invites contributions from all 
members of the community. 

   

 
Dear Gunnery community,

We hope that The Highlander can and 
will be a platform for anyone at The Gunnery to 
make their voice heard on any issue, whether it's 
a current world event or the dress code. 
Following last year's revamp of the layout and 
increase in production and distribution, we 
hope to continue improving our newspaper. We 
urge you all to submit articles, creative writing 
pieces, poems, editorials, or any other written 
work, as well as photographs and art pieces. If 
you have an interest in continued contribution, 
we encourage you to join The Highlander as a 
contributing writer (or photographer), which 
you can do by joining the club. 

If you have any questions or work you 
would like to submit, please contact the editors: 
Maddie Aitken '19 (19aitkenm@gunnery.org) 
and Rain Ji '19 (19jiy@gunnery.org.) 

Sincerely,

Maddie and Rain

Did You Know? 
The first newspaper at The Gunnery was 
published in 1935 by Cornelius Dutcher '37.

PHOTO by Rain Ji '19. 

A Year After the  Weinstein Allegations, the #MeToo Movement Continues
      by Juliette Gaggini '20

The #MeToo movement is an online 
movement which initially began 10 
years ago by American activist, 
Tarana Burke, and recently picked 
up speed. It began as a way of 
bringing awareness and support 
to survivors of sexual assault and 
harassment, especially in the 
workplace. In October 2017, 
following the allegations against 
film producer and director 
Harvey Weinstein, the 
movement went viral and gained 
a hashtag, #MeToo, which many 
used to show their support for 
others and share their own 
stories. The movement, which 
was intended to be an inspiring 
way for victims to share their 
stories, has caused political 
division and significant uproar 
from the media.

Since the news about Harvey 
Weinstein?s sexual misconduct 
broke in 2017, many victims 
have gained the courage to speak 
up about their encounters with 
sexual abuse with celebrities. Bill 
Cosby, at age 81, was the first 
celebrity to be sent to jail during the 
#MeToo era with his sexual assault 
case. His lawyers argued for house 
arrest as they believe he is too old to 
go to prison, but the verdict came to 
be 10 years behind bars, since he 
could still pose a threat to women. 

Well-known actor and two-time 
Oscar winner, Kevin Spacey, also 
had his misconduct brought to light 
during the #MeToo movement era. 
Allegations from over 10 men about 
his acts of sexual misconduct, 
especially towards younger men, 
were reported. The first to speak out 
was actor Anthony Rapp, who said 
Spacey made sexual advances 
towards him when he was only 14 
years old. While publicly responding 
to Rapp?s accusation, Spacey decided 
it was time to come out as gay, 
ultimately to undermine the severity 
of the pedophilic accusations. 
Following Rapp?s lead, even more 
people came forward about Spacey?s 
harassment and assault toward 
young men.

With people coming forward nearly 
everyday, the question of the validity 
of the accusations arises. Couldn?t 
the accuser be lying? There is 
growing concern for young men 

being falsely accused, and President 
Donald Trump even publicly said, 
?It?s a very scary time for young men 
in America.? However, studies show 
that only between 2 and 8 percent of 
rape accusations are false. Although 
presumption of innocence is 
important, it is also important to 
understand many allegations come 
out long after the actual incident, if 
at all, and cannot be proven. 

Another important factor to 
consider when looking at the 
allegations that have emerged due to 
the #MeToo is that the goal is not to 
bash innocent men, but to support 
those who have dealt with the 
emotional turmoil of being sexually 
assaulted by a guilty party and bring 
awareness to the severity of the 
issue. As has happened with many 
?feminist? movements, men have yet 
again made this about themselves. 
Contrary to popular belief, #MeToo 
is a positive and motivational 
movement meant to instill support 
and security between those affected 
by such acts, not to dismiss comfort 
in innocent people, or as Trump 

pointed out particularly men. 

What gets overlooked in these 
situations is all of the negative 
attention that gets brought to the 
person coming forward about the 

assault. Past studies have found that 
only 310 of 1,000 rapes get reported, 
and a very small percentage of those 
actually lead to arrest or conviction. 
The growing acceptance and 
promotion about coming forward 
with past assaults is a step in the 
right direction, but there is still a 
hole on the law enforcement side, as 
most of the reported cases do not 
get further investigated. Estimated 
reports say that of those 310 
reported rapes, only 57 lead to 
arrests. The numbers get smaller 
with every step of prosecution, 
leaving an approximated 994 out of 
1,000 rapists walking free and only 
six incarcerated. 

These numbers are not only 
concerning but important for 
understanding the magnitude of the 
issues at hand. #MeToo is a step 
forward in raising awareness of the 
sickening rape culture today, and 
helps shed light on the politically 
divisive issues. 

I LLUSTRATI ON by Jasmine Tian '19.

Brett Kavanaugh Confirmed to Supreme Court
by Maddie Aitken '19

On July 9, 2018, President Donald 
Trump nominated Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh to become an Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court, 
replacing Associate Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, who had announced his 
retirement on June 27. Although he 
was accused of sexual assault and 
had to testify in front of the Senate, 
Kavanaugh was confirmed to the 
Supreme Court on October 6. 

In July, Dr. Christine Blasey Ford, a 
professor of psychology at Palo Alto 
University and a research 
psychologist at the Stanford 
University School of Medicine, came 
forward with an allegation that 
Kavanaugh had sexually assaulted 
her more than three decades ago, 
when Ford and Kavanaugh were in 
high school. Although Ford had 

previously avoided the topic, she 
decided to share her story after she 
heard Kavanaugh had been 
announced as the Supreme Court 
nomination because she felt it was 
her ?civic duty? to provide the 
details of the event for the Senators 
who would vote on Kavanaugh?s 
confirmation. 

Both Ford and Kavanaugh testified 
on September 27. In Ford?s 
testimony, she addressed the 
backlash she had been getting for 
not reporting the sexual assault, 
saying, ?I tried to convince myself 
that because Brett did not rape me, I 
should be able to move on and just 
pretend that it had never happened.? 

As for the event itself, she said she 
was at a small house party on a 

summer night in 1982. One of the 
other teenagers at the party was 
Kavanaugh, who, along with his 
friend Mark Judge, was visibly 
drunk. Ford recounted the events of 
that night, saying Kavanaugh and 
Judge locked her in a bedroom, and 
then Judge watched as Kavanaugh 
pinned her down and began 
grinding into her and groping her. 
She said he tried to take her clothes 
off, adding, ?I believed he was going 
to rape me.? Ford remembers trying 
to scream, but said Kavanaugh 
covered her mouth with his hand. 
?Both Brett and Mark were 
drunkenly laughing during the 
attack. They both seemed to be 
having a good time? said Ford.  
Kavanaugh testified after Ford and 
completely denied her allegation of 

Like what you see?                   Join us!
The Highlander is a club as well as a class, and we are 
always looking for new members. Consider joining 
us! We want WRITERS, ARTISTS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS AND GRAPHIC DESIGNERS. 

If you enjoy or are interested in writing, learning 
about people and their stories and/or following 
current events and world affairs, you should consider 
becoming a contributing writer. We also need 
students who like photography, art and graphic 
design. 

Interested students should contact Maddie Aitken '19 
(19aitkenm@gunnery.org) and attend a club meeting.

We meet every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
in Tisch 12.
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      by Savannah Popick '20

Category 4 Hurricane Michael Hits Florida Panhandle 
      by Andrew Bryne-King '20

The past few weeks have been littered 
with news coverage on the recent and 
ongoing hurricanes that have been 
affecting the Atlantic basin. Though a 
common sight in the news cycle, we are 
seeing an increasing number of tropical 
hurricanes hitting the United States. 
One of these was Category 4 Hurricane 
Michael. Michael made landfall in the 
Florida Panhandle on the eve of 
October 9, 2018, breaking numerous 
records. Michael, the first storm to 
reach landfall in the Florida Panhandle 
since Hurricane Dennis in 2005, was 
the only Category 4 storm to ever hit 
the Panhandle. Not only breaking 
records in the region, Michael was the 
strongest storm to make landfall in the 
continental US since Hurricane Andrew 
in 1992. The large scope of this 
hurricane prompted around 30 million 

residents of six states (Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, South 
Carolina and North Carolina) to put 
under hurricane watch or warning. 
Michael marks the seventh hurricane in 
the Atlantic basin by October 8th, 
which there have previously been 
around 5 by this time. 

Reports have been coming in the wake 
of Michael telling of the devastation 
that has ensued. In Panama City, 
residents are surrounded by toppled 
power lines, severed trees and metal 
roofing. The mountain of debris has 
littered every area, not only in Panama 
City but the entire Panhandle. On 
October 13th, the estimated death toll 
was around 17 people. However, this 
number is expected to rise in the 
coming days as search-and-rescue 
teams continue to help the region. This 

effort has been difficult for many 
volunteers, as roads have become 
consumed with debris, making it 
impossible for ground evacuation and 
first responders to enter or leave. Many 
residents, especially those who chose to 
stay or couldn?t make it out of the area 
preceding Michael, have had difficulties 
attaining basic necessities. These 
residents, totaling around 60,000 
people, were left hopeless. One resident 
spoke about this saying, ?We?re not 
getting any help. We need food. It?s just 
crazy.? This sentiment is shared among 
many residents throughout the states 
affected. Now, the governmental body 
in charge of disaster relief, FEMA, has 
been lackluster in their relief attempts. 
Many have expressed their feelings, 
saying they think FEMA has failed to 
help those affected and that they have 

been negligent in their response to 
Hurricane Michael. 

However, state and federal reports share 
a different view on FEMA?s presence. 
Florida?s Senator Marco Rubio told 
news stations that all FEMA requests 
had been met. In the coming weeks, 
residents affected by the storm can 
apply for aid or reimbursement for any 
damages or lost property.

The relief efforts are still underway in 
the Florida Panhandle and surrounding 
states. It will take months, or longer, to 
bring back the region to its state before 
Hurricane Michael. With more 
hurricanes affecting American citizens 
every year, it is imperative that the 
government take a larger and more 
hands on approach in relief efforts. 

The Boston Red Sox's Road to the 2018 World Series 

On October 28, the Boston Red Sox 
beat the Los Angeles Dodgers to win 

the 2018 World Series. Their road to 
the Series began in early October 
with the beginning of posteason, 
when they were just one of 12 teams 
ready to take their shot at the 
World Series. 
Before they could get into the Series, 
the Red Sox had to beat the New York 
Yankees to secure the last spot in the 
American League Championship 
Series. The Red Sox were coming out of 
the season with a 108-54 record, while 
the Yankees had a 100-62 record on the 
season. 

The pitching matchup was a classic 
with Chris Sale (2.11 ERA, 12-4) for the 
Sox and J. A. Happ (3.65 ERA, 17-6) for 
the Yanks. The city of Boston was on 
fire the whole night, with every fan 
standing up and cheering their loving 
Sox on throughout the game. Between 
the energy at Fenway Park and the 
electric Sale pitching, the Red Sox won 
Game 1 with a score of 5-4. It was a nail 
biter all the way to the end, but the Sox 
prevailed, getting ready for their Game 
2 matchup coming up next at Fenway. 

In that game, the Yankees took the win 
6-2 in Boston, now starting to believe 
that they could actually take the Sox.  

Sparks began to fly when Yankee 
outfielder, Aaron Judge, decided to play 
Frank Sinatra?s classic song, ?New York, 
New York? in the locker room following 
the game. This sure got the Red Sox 
fired up for their Game 3 meeting in 
the Bronx. They took the win with a 
score of 16-1, crushing the Yankees in 
front of their fans. Now, with all the 
momentum heading into game four in 
the Bronx, the Sox won once again, 
taking the Best of Five Series and 
claiming their spot in the ALCS. 

On the other side of postseason, the 
National League Championship Series 
had also been set up, and now it was 
time for teams in the ALCS and NLCS 
to face each other. The Red Sox would 
take on the Houston Astros, who won 
the 2017 World Series. The Los Angeles 
Dodgers, who would eventually become 
the Red Sox?s World Series competition, 
would play the Milwaukee Brewers. 

The Boston Red Sox first played the 
Astros, a tough opponent. Game 1 
and 2 were held in Boston, and Games 
3 and 4 took place in Houston. Boston 
had all the momentum on their side for 

Game 1, with starting ace pitcher Sale 
set to face off against Verlander of the 
Astros. In the end, however, Houston 
beat Boston 7-2. 

The next four games, however, took a 
different turn. Game 2 in Boston was a 
much different story than Game 1, and 
the Sox won 7-5 with David Price on 
the mound. Then, in Game 3 in 
Houston, the Red Sox took the win with 
a score of 8-2, soaring into Game 4 with 
confidence. With the games being 2-1 
in favor of the Red Sox at this point, the 
Astros needed to come up with a 
victory, but it didn?t happen. The Sox 
took Game 4 with a score of 8-6, and 
soon after took the Best of Five Series 
win in Houston beating the Astros 4-1. 
The win sent the Red Sox to the World 
Series, where they would face the 
Dodgers in Game 1 in Boston. 

It was the matchup that everyone 
had been waiting for. In Game 1, Sale 
took the mound for the Sox and 
Clayton Kershaw for the Dodgers. 
Fenway was electric, with the fans being 
as loud as they could be for their 
hometown team. The overall 
confidence and fan support lifted the 
Red Sox to a Game 1 victory 8-4 over 

the Dodgers. 
Game 2 took place the next night, with 
the Sox heading into it with a 1-0 series 
lead. In Game 2, Price silenced the 
critics once again with an outstanding 
performance, leading the Sox to a 4-2 
win and a 2- series lead heading to Los 
Angeles for Games 3, 4 and 5. The 
Dodgers needed a win being down two 
games in the series, and they could not 
afford to lose the next game. 

Back in LA, the longest game of the 
World Series took place. An 18 inning 
Game 3 led to the Dodgers walking it 
off in the bottom of the 18th inning, 
securing the 3-2 win and making the 
series 2-1. Boston, however, did not 
enjoy losing that game, which pushed 
them to a Game 4 win in front of the 
Dodgers supporters with a score of 9-6. 

The sense of togetherness and will 
to win the World Series was on the 
Sox?s side heading into Game 5, 
which was the game they needed to 
win to win it all. With Price once 
again on the mound, and Sale closing 
the game, the Sox beat the Dodgers 5-1. 
The Boston Red Sox became the 2018 
World Series Champions on October 
28, securing their ninth World Series. 

sexual assault. He said, ?I never sexually 
assaulted anyone. Not in high school, 
not in college, not ever...Let?s turn to 
specifics. I categorically and 
unequivocally deny the allegation 
against me by Dr. Ford. I never had any 
sexual or physical encounter of any kind 
with Dr. Ford.? He also said he did not 
have sex during high school, or for 
?many years after,? but this claim was 
not supported by people who knew 
Kavanaugh in high school and college. 

Kavanaugh made it clear he believes the 
allegation is a political move by 
Democrats who are angry about the 
nomination of a conservative Supreme 
Court Justice. Later, Trump echoed 
Kavanaugh?s statement, calling the 

claims a ?con game? by Democrats who 
were ?trying to delay and obstruct his 
confirmation.?

Unsatisfied with the testimonies and 
questioning, Republican Senator Jeff 
Flake of Arizona requested an FBI 
investigation, ordered by Trump, which 
set back the vote for a few days. Donald 
F. McGahn, White House counsel, 
advised the president to keep the 
investigation ?limited,? and said that a 
?wide-ranging inquiry could be 
potentially disastrous for the nominee.? 
Despite this, the White House 
authorized the FBI to interview anyone 
it deemed necessary. However, five 
former Yale classmates of Kavanaugh 
said they tried to offer information 

relevant to the investigation to the FBI 
but were unable to do so, causing 
Democrats to challenge the legitimacy 
of the investigation. 

As the investigation was occurring, two 
more women - Deborah Ramirez and 
Julie Swetnik - accused Brett 
Kavanaugh of sexual harassment and 
abuse, but Kavanaugh denied the 
allegations, as he did with Ford?s. 
Women across the country came 
forward, and continue to do so, with 
stories about their own experiences 
with sexual assault, including South 
Carolina state senator Mia McLeod, 
television news anchor Connie Chung 
and author (as well as daughter of 
President Ronald Reagan) Patti Davis. 

WhyIDidntReport took off as a new 
social media movement, similar to 
#MeToo, for women to share not only 
their stories of sexual assault, but also 
why they felt they couldn?t report their 
experiences. 

On October 6, following the completion 
of the FBI investigation, the Senate 
voted 50 to 48 to confirm Kavanaugh to 
the Supreme Court. The vote ran almost 
entirely along party lines, with all 
Republicans except Senator Lisa 
Murkowski of Alaska voting yes, and all 
Democrats except Senator Joe Manchin 
III of West Virginia voting no. 
Kavanaugh was sworn in that same day. 

Brett Kavanaugh Confirmed to Supreme Court
by Maddie Aitken '19
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Why Kanye West Might Become President in 2020
by Harry Sutton '20 

Hip-hop icon turned political speaker 
and frequent headliner Kanye West 
visited President Donald Trump at the 
White House on Thursday, October 10. 
West and Trump have been 
well-acquainted and friendly since 
2016, when West told a crowd that he 
would have voted for Trump if he had 
voted.  

West has seemed to be on the verge of 
becoming another 
entertainer-turned-politician for a while 
now, declaring that he wants to run for 
president in 2024, only not in 2020 
because he wants a second term of 
Donald Trump. While West?s potential 
run for president may seem laughable, 
this was the same reaction that many 
had when Donald Trump, a man with 
no political experience, announced his 
run in 2015. Trump has benefited 
himself with constant interaction with 
news media and his schemes for 
constant publicity greatly assisted him 
during his campaign. West has been 
using the media well to gain coverage 
and publicity too, and if he does as 
Trump does, he could certainly have a 
chance in the 2024 election.

West has gone on to say that he and 
Trump share a ?dragon energy? and has 
called the 45th President a ?genius.? 
While to many people, genius may be a 
slight overstatement when describing 
Trump?s intellectual ability, West is 
likely referring to Trump?s ability to 
appear in the headlines almost 
constantly by saying and doing 
controversial things, but never suffering 
major consequences.

The two protect themselves from major 
blame and punishment for their crazy 
actions by campaigning as advocates for 
the first amendment, and the ability to 
say what they think, framing the media 
and news sources as attempting to quiet 
the opinions of the people. Trump and 
West are able to keep their current base 
by framing the ?liberal media? as an 

organization that is trying to mute the 
vocalization of their opinions. At the 
end of the day, there is no such thing as 
?dragon energy?; however, both Trump 
and West have figured out the formula 
to sustain relevance and notoriety in the 
age of 24-hour news and media 
coverage.

One way to figure out why Trump and 
West do what they do is to go into their 
past and decipher their actions and 
careers. Simply put, they are 
entertainers. They have both lived their 
entire adult lives in the entertainment 
industry, constantly pushing the 
borders by doing outrageous things that 
get people talking and gain attention in 
the media.

Although Trump and West have moved 
from rap and reality TV to politics, they 
are still going for the same goal: to 
entertain, and to be talked about. 
Hip-hop artist Chris Brown made this 
connection after West claimed that 
?slavery was a choice.?. In Brown?s 
words, ?This is just entertainment to 
y?all?  This man is a clown!? Brown hit 
it right on the head. West is doing what 
Trump did and, like Trump, he?s not 
suffering the consequences. He is saying 
and doing outrageous things that get 
people talking about him, trying his 
best to inject his name into the 
headlines on Fox, CNN and MSNBC. 

While the two could be easily written 
off as fools, the mainstream media 
hasn?t yet quite caught on to how the 
two thrive on the publicity. These two 
are staples of show business, masters of 
drama, entertainers at heart. They 
shouldn?t be trusted to be the leaders of 
our nation, but political viability is 
handed to them when dozens of 
channels are talking about them 24 
hours a day.

Ronald Reagan  was also a famous 
entertainer-turned-politician who had a 
successful time in office, but he was a 
powerful politician during a different 

age of media, when 24-hour news cycles 
such as MSNBC, CNN, and Fox weren?t 
the kings of the news media. The news 
cycle of the 21st century has changed 
the style of media reporting, as multiple 
channels, required to find an endless 
stream of news,  are talking about 
figures like Trump constantly. Reagan  
did not need to feed off the media with 
outrageous and entertaining comments 
and claims to gain publicity, but in the 
new era of reporting, Trump does. The 
system has been repetitive and 
predictable for years now. Trump makes 
a controversial claim, and the media 
explodes, Fox News supports, MSNBC 
rejects. Regardless of what channel or 
news source is being watched, they?re 
talking about Donald Trump, and this is 
publicity. And, to paraphrase P.T. 
Barnum, all publicity is good publicity.

Trump was really the first politician to 
crack the code, to discover the formula 
for staying relevant in the age of media. 
As Andrew Postman, who visited our 
school, said, there is ?a sea of 
irrelevance? where the truth can be 
drowned out. With the plethora of 
options for news sources available in the 
21st century, Trump found that the way 
to be relevant and popular is to say 
things that will make everybody talk 
about you. It?s as simple that.

West has been using the same strategy 
for publicity, and it has definitely 
worked. In November 2016, West said 
?there were a lot of things I actually 
liked about Trump?s campaign. His 
approach was f---ing genius ?  because 
it worked.? West acknowledged that 
Trump?s actions and statements could 
be seen as ridiculous, but he also 
realized that Trump created a ?genius? 
scheme for relevance and publicity. At 
this point, West started to walk in 
Trump?s shadow, with his own record of 
highly-covered statements and actions 
that have been seen as outrageous or 
unprecedented.

 Trump and 
West have had 
very similar 
resurgences into 
the mainstream 
media and 
increases of 
popularity. 
Trump has been 
ridiculed as ?a 
very low IQ 
individual,? ?not 
smart enough to 
run for 
president,? and 
someone who is 
?a waste of time 
and energy,? by 
famous 
individuals such 
as Robert De 
Niro, Mark 
Cuban and John 
Oliver. West has 
been called ?way 
too powerful 
and influential 
to endorse who 
he is and what 
he stands for,?  

with ?brain chemistry issues,? and ?a 
f? ing moron.? At the end of the day, 
the media is blind to the goal being 
strived for by Trump and West: 
publicity.

Although it may not be the obvious 
conclusion to come to, given the actions 
and statements made by the pair over 
the last few years, I believe the goal of 
West and Trump is to be talked about. 
They continue to do and say outrageous 
things, but due to their lack of real 
consequences, they show no sign of 
stopping anytime soon. West and 
Trump like being talked about, and 
reported on, whether it?s positive or 
negative. The two are trying to push 
boundaries. While their actions do get 
covered in the media, they always avoid 
consequences. They are never 
reprimanded or required to stop the 
crazy things that they say and do. 
Instead, they are just talked about.

When researching the many, many 
controversial and contested things that 
West and Trump have done and said 
over the past few years, it is difficult to 
find anything from later than a month 
ago, as the thousands of articles about 
the things Trump and West have done 
get drowned out by the hundreds of 
articles that come out each morning. 
Trump and West never suffer any major 
consequences for their actions because 
they are also deflecting and covering up 
the crazy thing that they said three days 
ago with the crazy thing that they said 
today. With the thousands of articles 
coming out each day about Trump, it is 
hard to keep track of all of the 
ridiculous things he does. You may have 
forgotten his role in the birther 
conspiracy, his mockery of a disabled 
reporter, his generalization of Mexicans 
as rapists and thieves, or even his 
support of the neo-nazis and white 
supremacists at the Charleston rallies, 
all due to the fact that dozens of news 
sources are talking about something 
Trump did today instead. By staying in 
the news, piling on more and more 
headlines, Trump is able to escape and 
deflect major consequences. 

These people are entertainers, and their 
goal is to be in the spotlight. The only 
way to stop their rise in popularity and 
power in the age of media is to unplug 
the power cord, and turn off the 
spotlight. We cannot acknowledge their 
actions and continue constantly talking 
about them, because we aren?t going 
anywhere with the constant coverage. 
This cycle of media and publicity is how 
the guy who says ?You?re fired? became 
President, and it may just be how a man 
who dresses up as a Perrier bottle on 
live television becomes President too. 

I LLUSTRATI ON by Jasmine Tian '19, showing West and President Trump hugging.
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What are the 2018 Gunnery Alums Up To?
      by Ryan Trom '19

Mr. Cox is from Indiana, but has spent the last twelve years living in Boston. Before The Gunnery, he taught at Sacred Heart, a small 
Catholic school in Kingston, Mass. Prior to that, he worked in Construction Management and architecture. At The Gunnery, he 
teaches Geometry, Algebra II, and Precalculus. He lives in Emerson but is a dorm parent in Browne, and will be the JV Boys Hockey 
head coach and Varsity Boys Lacrosse assistant coach. 

?Just by visiting the campus it seemed like a really good community. People seemed like they enjoyed being here and it seemed like my 
philosophy on education fit in with what was already in the culture of the school,? said Mr. Cox. His transition so far has been good, 
but he brought up being a dorm parent and seeing the students in their ?home life? as the biggest difference between working at The 
Gunnery and teaching at a day school. Mr. Cox?s favorite food is a classic - pizza. 

New Faculty Introductions
      by Juliette Gaggini '20

Ms. Abelson is the new Associate Director of Admissions, from North Branford, Conn. Before The Gunnery, she worked in admissions 
at Emmanuel College, where she went to school, and she has also worked in admissions at Georgetown University and at Syracuse 
University. She lives in the Field House, and is a dorm parent in Gibson. She also serves as the assistant coach for Girls Soccer and will 
be the assistant coach for Girls Lacrosse this spring. When asked about her decision to work at The Gunnery, Ms. Abelson said, ?I love 
helping students and in my role in college admissions I didn?t have any connections with students after they got into the school, and I 
just love the admissions of The Gunnery, and also Frederick Gunn. I?m obsessed with history so finding a place that really lives out what 
Frederick Gunn did 200 years ago is such a special thing because you don?t find that in many places.? Ms. Abelson has a golden retriever 
named Lily and her favorite food is Korean barbecue. 

Although it is not his first year living on campus, it is Mr. Cotter?s first year teaching at The Gunnery. He is originally from New York 
and was in the military for seven years, five of which were spent in a submarine. Even as a first-year teacher, Mr. Cotter has taken on a 
lot. He is the Dean of Freshmen, Director of Freshman Programming, Co-Chair of the LEADs department, and a Senior Service Project 
advisor. He also teaches AP U.S. History, Pathways, Ethics, and Newspaper. In addition, he coaches X Term in the fall and will coach 
Highlander Hockey in the winter. ?I was really drawn to the fact that the emphasis at The Gunnery is community,? said Mr. Cotter, who 
also described our school as having a small communal feel where you really get to know people. Mr. Cotter?s transition into the 
community this school year was eased by his previous roles of being a dorm parent, coach, and tutor last year. Mr. Cotter has two dogs 
living with him and Dr. Matthews on campus named Calista and Frank, and his favorite food is dumplings.

Mr. Gonzalez is from Ponce, Puerto Rico. He came to the US 30 years ago with his family looking 
for better opportunities. He began taking ESL classes in Waterbury when he was 20 years old, and he was soon accepted to Naugatuck 
Valley Community College. From there, he joined the army and was based in Missouri. He then went to San Antonio for advanced 
training, later returning to Connecticut to finish school at the University of Connecticut and start his teaching career. For the past ten 
years he has been at the St. Thomas More School, and here at The Gunnery, he is teaching Chemistry and Biology. He is also a tutor in 
the CAS and is helping with the science club. Additionally, he hopes to start a Latino club. On being new at The Gunnery, Mr. Gonzalez 
said, ?My transition has been smooth, this is a family right here. I couldn?t be any happier to be here, this school has shown me that they 
care for the individual and they have shown me that you?re not just a number. I?m really lucky to be part of this community.? In terms of 
favorite foods, Mr. Gonzalez likes to get back to his roots with Puerto Rican food such as empanadas, relleno de papa, and other yummy 
fried foods. He also loves watching March Madness. 
 

The Gunnery?s 2018 graduating class 
was another very successful group of 
young men and women who went on to 
attend colleges and universities around 
the world. The Highlander was able to 
catch up with three students from this 
class who now attend three different 
universities: Lily Mandl ?18 who goes to 
the University of Vermont, Marc 
Gatcomb ?18 who attends the 
University of Connecticut and 
Christian Kummer ?18 who went on to 
Middlebury College. We asked them a 
series of questions to learn about how 
their current schools are similar and 
different to The Gunnery, how their 
time at The Gunnery prepared them for 
college, and what they miss most about 
going to school here.  The first question 
The Highlander asked was, ?What do 
you miss most about The Gunnery and 
wish that your college had?? Mandl, 
Gatcomb and Kummer all gave similar 
answers, which shows that people are 
often impacted by the same aspects of 
The Gunnery. Mandl answered very 
simply with ?the people.? She furthered 
her answer by discussing the many 
different aspects that The Gunnery 
values: ?The teachers, friends, 
teammates, memories. None of that can 
be replaced and walking around your 
new campus freshman year of college, it 
all comes flooding back; your heart is 
filled with content, and you are grateful 
to have experienced it.? Gatcomb said, 
?The things I miss most are the people. 
Everyone was so friendly, caring and 

looked out for you. If you fall behind in 
college, you are responsible for picking 
back up yourself.?

Kummer said, ?What I miss most about 
The Gunnery is the people...I have 
realized that so many aspects of my 
personality - my humor, my views, my 
interests, etc. were shaped by The 
Gunnery and it can be hard at times to 
remember that not everyone had the 
same high school experience as me!? 
Kummer even jokingly said he wishes 
he could bring all of his favorite faculty 
and peers from The Gunnery to college 
with him to bring back the community 
that he fell in love with during his time 
here.
The Highlander also asked the students 
how The Gunnery prepared them for 
college as opposed to other students 
coming from different kinds of schools. 
Mandl said, ?A lot of people hadn?t 
really thought about time management 
before, and it is really necessary when 
you have a lot of free time.? She also 
talked about some other values that The 
Gunnery preaches, such as academic 
merit, and how other students were 
?shocked by workload and expectations 
of teachers.? 

Kummer added, ?The Gunnery best 
prepared me for college by teaching me 
how to utilize the massive amount of 
free time that I am given as a college 
student. I know how to get my work 
done while also taking care of my body 
and staying active in the community.? 

Kummer, who was a 2018 Prefect, 
continued his interest in leadership at 
college and was elected as one of two 
First Year Senators at Middlebury. He 
cited The Gunnery for helping him 
branch out and network with people in 
a genuine way.

Gatcomb brought up a new point, and 
said, ?The public speaking course is 
great especially when you are in 
lectures with hundreds of people and 
need to participate.? Public speaking is 
a course that is very unique to The 
Gunnery and many people dread it, but 
according to Gatcomb, it pays off in 
college.

UConn, where Gatcomb goes to school, 
has nearly 20,000 undergraduate 
students, which is obviously a 
significant difference from Gunnery?s 
300. Many students worry about this 
going into college but Gatcomb said, 
?Having a close relationship with the 
faculty at Gunnery made me start a 
similar relationship with some of my 
professors at school rather than just 
hiding in the back of a lecture hall.? 

Both Kummer and Mandl referenced 
former teachers at The Gunnery, saying 
they prepared them well for college. 
Mandl said, ?After taking AP Physics 
with Mr. Bailey junior year I think I was 
prepared for almost any challenge.??I 
am so appreciative that I learned how 
to use a granular approach to writing so 
early on in my academic career (I love 
you, Schomers)!? said Kummer.

The final question we asked was how 
their college reminds them of The 
Gunnery and how it differs. Gatcomb 
cited dorm life as the most prominent 
similarity but said ?the one difference is 
the co-ed dorms.? He also noticed that 
everyone does school work at night, 
similar to study hall at The Gunnery. 

Kummer noticed that Middlebury?s 
?emphasis on community? is similar to 
The Gunnery?s, even with the much 
larger student population. Just like at 
The Gunnery, he said, ?People here 
truly care about how you are doing and 
take time out of their day to connect 
with you.? This has given him an 
environment in which he could 
comfortably transition into college.
Mandl gave a very passionate answer. 
?Remember that feeling of sitting in 
The Linen watching a home game, or 
watching your friends kill it in a 
performance in EPAC? Imagine that 
times at least a thousand and that is 
what a big university event feels like. 
The hockey games at UVM are full of 
school spirit, and it reminds me of 
Gunnery every time. The University of 
Vermont has about 12,000 
undergraduate students, yet it still has 
that small community feel like Gunnery 
did.? She added, ?I found myself apart 
of a big family the second I stepped on 
campus this fall, just like three years 
ago when I arrived at The Gunnery.? 
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Indonesia Hit by Devastating Tsunami
      by Ryan Trom '19

Brazilian elections occur every four 
years, and usually contain all the drama 
that one would expect out of a political 
turnover. However, the 2018 Brazilian 
election has been significantly different 
and more crucial than the others that 
have come before it because of the 
miraculous uprising of far right 
congressman Jair Bolsonaro, who 
received over 55% of the vote on 
October 28.

The rise of a right wing movement is 
unlikely to surprise many, considering 
recent events across the world. With 
Australia?s Sebastian Kurz and our own 
Donald Trump all rising in prominence 
over the past two years, as well as many 
others, it is unsurprising that an 
anti-corruption, populist leader like 
Bolsonaro is coming to power in Brazil. 
While this may not be surprising to 

many of us, to Brazilians, it is. 

In a normal election year, a candidate 
like Bolsonaro would have never stood 
a chance. But luckily for him, Brazil is 
not in a normal situation. For the past 
four years, Brazil has been entangled in 
political chaos. Brazil has been 
experiencing a number of  difficulties, 
including an economic recession 
resulting in the loss of three million 
jobs, a wave of corruption involving 
over two hundred politicians and two 
record-breaking years of violence 
resulting in over 120,000 homicides. 
Presumably, these issues motivated 
voters to consider a political candidate 
like Bolsonaro.

Bolsonaro has promised action on 
almost all of these issues, focusing 
primarily on ridding the country of its 

corruption. The savior of Brazil may 
seem like a fairytale story, but it is far 
from it. Bolsonaro has caused 
incredible controversy during his 
campaign due to his apparent caustic 
behavior. He expressed admiration for 
Brazil?s 1964 military dictatorship, told 
a fellow lawmaker she was too ugly to 
be sexually assaulted and called for his 
political opponents to be killed. 
Compound these with the number of 
other controversies tied to Bolsonaro?s 
name and you have the kind of hatred 
that resulted in his being stabbed in the 
streets during a rally on October 7. 
Bolsonaro?s attempted assassination is 
resonant with the recent discontent that 
many around the world have shown for 
him and his campaign. The hashtag 
#NotHim trended on social media in 
response to Bolsonaro?s promised attack 

on feminism.

Brazilian social action groups came out 
in support of Bolsonaro?s opponent, 
Fernando Haddad. However, many saw 
him as unelectable due to his close ties 
to the Workers Party, whose founder 
was imprisoned on corruption charges 
just last year. Leading up to the election, 
Bolsonaro seemed untouchable, even 
with his long list of questionable acts. 
He has been likened to Trump, former 
Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet and 
even Adolf Hitler. 

With no clear competitor, Bolsonaro 
was easily able to capture the majority 
of the vote. He has accomplished his 
goal of securing the presidency, and 
now it is up to him fulfill the various 
promises he made to the people of 
Brazil.

      by Harry Harwood '20
War Rages on in Yemen

Far-Right Congressman Jair Bolsonaro Wins Brazilian Presidential Election 
      by Sam Schreiber '19

The civil war that has been going on 
since 2015 in Yemen is currently being 
fought between the two major factions, 
the Yemeni government and the Houthi 
rebels. To briefly explain who is fighting 
who, the Houthi rebels are an Islamic 
religious-political-armed movement 
that originated in northern Yemen in 
the 1990s. On March 21, the Houthi 
movement seized Yemen?s capital, 
Sana?a, remaining loyal to Yemen?s 
previous president Ali Abdullah Saleh 
while the Yemeni government, on the 
other hand, supports the current 
president of Yemen, Abdrabbuh 
Mansur Hadi. Hadi had been struggling 
with multiple conflicts in addition to 
the uprising, including attacks by Al 

Qaeda, a separatist movement in the 
South, corruption, and unemployment. 
All of the extra hardship posed on the 
Yemeni government gave The Houthi 
the opportunity to seize the capital and 
expand their rebellion. After the siege 
of Sana?a, the Houthis began their 
attempt to control the entire nation 
causing Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi to 
flee the country in March 2015. 

The Yemeni government is currently 
being supported by a number of allies, 
including Iran, Saudi Arabia and eight 
other mostly Sunni Arab states by 
launching an air campaign and is being 
supported by the U.S., U.K. and France 
in terms of intelligence information. 
The fighting has been active for over 

three years and has proceeded to 
escalate even though three 
UN-organised peace efforts have 
occurred. In November 2017, the 
alliance between Mr. Saleh and the 
Houthis broke due to the conflict of 
who had control of Sanaa?s biggest 
mosque. BBC News reported, ?Mr. 
Saleh subsequently offered to ?turn a 
new page? with the Saudi-led coalition if 
it stopped attacking Yemen and ended 
its blockade.? In response the Houthis 
accused him of an illegal seizure of 
power and on December 4, 2017 he was 
announced dead from an attack on his 
convoy as he was fleeing Sana?a. 

 To make matters even more confusing, 
in January of 2018, pro Yemeni 

government broke into conflict when 
the separatist Southern Transitional 
Council accused the government of 
corruption and wanted the removal of 
Prime Minister Ahmed bin Daghar, 
causing the Saudi-led coalition to break 
into factions which created more 
division within the nation. 

The controversy has led to 8.4 million 
people being at risk of starvation and as 
of 2017, 75% of the population is in 
need of humanitarian assistance. The 
conflict between the Houthi rebels and 
the Yemeni government under 
Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi is still a 
current event with many confusing 
layers that is currently leaving many 
people in shambles.            

For the second time in recent history, 
Indonesia was struck with a devastating 
tsunami caused by an underwater 
earthquake. In 2004, there was a 9.1 
magnitude earthquake under the 
Indian Ocean that triggered tsunami 
sized waves onto the coast of Indonesia. 
This ended up being the tenth deadliest 
natural disaster in history. Indonesia 
sits between two continental plates in 
the Pacific/Indian ocean in an area 
known as the ?Ring of Fire?. This area is 
known for being very subject to 
tectonic activity. More recently, on 
September 28, a 7.5 magnitude 
earthquake under the Indian Ocean 
sent tsunami waves into the Palu Bay, 
on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi. 
Because of the severity of these 
earthquakes, Indonesia will once again 
need to redevelop parts of their country 
and without finding better ways to 
structure their buildings, disasters like 
this could plague the country forever. 

 When the waves initially went into the 
Palu Bay, it made the waves more 
narrow because of the surrounding 
land and they became much more 
severe and because of the severity of the 
earthquake it ?triggered a phenomenon 
called soil liquefaction, which turned 
the ground into a churning sea of mud.? 
One young woman in Indonesia said, ?I 
saw our homes being sucked into the 

Earth. The Earth was like a blender, 
blending everything in its way.? As of 
now, there are around 2,050 people 
dead with the death toll expected to 
rise. Indonesian President Joko Widodo 
visited Palu and believes with the 
amount of damage done that it will take 
at least two years to redevelop the 
disaster zone. Now imagine fleeing your 
dorm in a panic to get outside and see 
that you and all your friends? homes 
were being sucked into the Earth with 
ease. Not only is this a devastating thing 
but it is something that a majority of 
people worldwide never have to worry 
about happening to them or their 
home. Unfortunately, this was just the 
beginning for the people of Palu. 

 Following the earthquake and tsunami, 
a volcano erupted just miles north of 
where the tsunami made landfall. This 
became the third severe tectonic event 
in Indonesia within the span of less 
than a week. As of now, the volcano 
does not pose as a major threat to 
rescue attempts but seems to be of 
major concern since it is the third 
major seismic event in such a short 
period of time. All of these events have 
affected more than 2.4 million people 
and left north of 61,000 people 
homeless. The chaos these events have 
caused have left police officials with 
very limited options on how to handle 

the disaster. Rescue officials have been 
beginning to bury recovered bodies in 
mass graves. At first, police were taking 
pictures of all recovered bodies so 
friends and relatives could identify 
them, but now, said the head of the 
local Department of Victim 
Identification, ?They?ve become a 
public health hazard, and the new 
instructions are to bury them 
immediately.? As you can see, this 
catastrophe has caused a lot of chaos in 
Indonesia and as rescue attempts 
continue, the eventual effect of the 
volcanic eruption could play a major 
role. 

Beyond all the damage done to the 
country, thousands of residents are 
becoming very angry with the way that 
the country is dealing with these 
disasters. After the 2004 tsunami, 
citizens were hoping that the country 
would better learn how to deal with 
natural disasters, knowing that their 
country is located in the Ring of Fire 
and tsunamis/earthquakes are very 
likely. One citizen cried, ?This is 
something that happens all the time in 
Indonesia. Why aren?t we getting better 
at handling it?? An Indonesian 
spokesperson said, ?We should not 
forget that there will be many disasters 
to come. It needs budget, we need to 
learn from Japan as they are consistent 

in preparation.? According to ?Marked 
By Teachers,? they talk about how many 
countries preparation stems from the 
economic value of the country. They 
discussed how richer countries can use 
more effective technology in their 
larger buildings to limit the damage 
done during other natural disasters. In 
the United States, a lot of this 
technology is put into place, especially 
with the amount of earthquakes that 
happen along the San Andreas Fault in 
California. While a large majority of 
these earthquakes are not felt, they have 
several hundred each year that are over 
a 3.0 magnitude, making them felt and 
possible to cause damage. Because of 
the technology and design of most 
buildings in California, these 
earthquakes do not tend to cause a 
problem like they would in many other 
developing or lower socioeconomic 
countries. 

 In the months to come, Indonesia will 
begin to reconstruct a majority of the 
Sulawesi Island in Indonesia. Due to the 
location of Indonesia, instances like this 
are bound to happen in the future so 
without more funding towards 
technology in newly built buildings, the 
country will suffer from natural 
disasters again. 
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In this day and age, it?s no secret that 
the New England Patriots have a 
long-standing tradition of winning 
game after game in the NFL. However, 
this season, the Patriots have been 
playing like never before. They have 
been losing consecutive games, one 
after another. This is quite unusual 
considering they have some of the best 
players in the league and arguably the 
best quarterback of all time. 

This season, the Patriots have ran the 
least amount of offensive plays since the 
2010 season, which is an indicator of 
significant problems amongst the 
offense. Furthermore, for the first time 
in 16 years, the Patriots have lost back 
to back games against the Jacksonville 
Jaguars and Detroit Lions. Sports 

analysts and reporters have been 
questioning tension between Tom 
Brady and Bill Belichick, the head 
coach, but neither have denied or 
confirmed the questions. 

In a dramatic sideline display against 
Jaguars on September 16, Tom Brady 
broke down and yelled at Josh 
McDaniels, the offensive coordinator, 
who commented on how he had 
Brandin Cooks wide open in the 
endzone. Luckily, Brady was held back 
when he tried to approach McDaniels 
and the incident just ended with a lot of 
yelling and confusion.

In fact, at the beginning of the season, 
there were rumors surrounding 
McDaniels? departure from the Patriots, 
but when negotiating contracts, 

McDaniels was afforded the 
opportunity to sit down with Robert 
Kraft and Belichick to talk about his 
role for the Patriots. During that 
meeting, McDaniels decided that he 
wanted to stay with the Patriots, and he 
was given a four million dollar contract 
for one season. This contract is 
considered monstrous, given that some 
NFL head coaches don?t surpass the $4 
million dollar threshold. 

Despite all the money the Patriots 
spend, they need to fix and resolve the 
tensions on the team before they can 
play as a team. For fantasy football 
players around the world, the slow start 
for the Patriots has been a 
game-changer, and not in a good way. 

For the majority of fantasy football 

participants, they don?t hesitate when 
they see names like Brady and 
Gronkowski in the draft. However, in 
the past few games alone, Brady and 
other top players on the Patriots have 
been scoring significantly lower than 
they were scoring in seasons prior. 
Despite the slow start, experts remain 
optimistic as the Patriots are back to 
first in the AFC east, and have won 
their previous three games. 

Main dish: Baked Salmon with 

Spicy Sauce 

Side dish: I ndian Harvest Grain

Dessert: Cheesecake Topped with 

Strawberry

On the fine evening of October 19, 
2018, I indulged myself in one of the 
Dining Hall?s finest and most staple of 
concoctions, along with chicken and 
pasta: salmon. However, this fine fish 
that the Dining Hall was serving wasn?t 
just any old salmon - it was topped with 
ultra spicy sauce. On the side, the 
Dining Hall was boasting its 

international cuisine by including 
?Indian harvest grain," which I hoped 
would bolster up the usually bland rice. 
To top it all off, the dessert that was 
bestowed onto us was a fluffy 
cheesecake, topped off with some 
fresh-picked strawberries. 

Despite the wonderful looks that the 
food presented, the overall cuisine fell 
flat in my opinion. For starters, the 
salmon, while being very good on its 
own, was let down by the sauce, which 
is what caused its demise. The sauce 
simply was not spicy nor rich enough in 
order for it to complete the dish. The 
clashing flavors of the ?spicy? sauce and 

the blandness of the Indian harvest 
grain caused an unbalanced meal, and 
the grains were somehow a more 
tasteless version of the rice that is 
usually served with salmon. 

Even though the actual dish, while 
being very appealing, was not great 
taste-wise, the cheesecake was not half 
bad. Considering the cheesecake was 
taking the place of the gluten-free 
chocolate chip cookies, it had big shoes 
to fill, but it did a serviceable job. My 
one complaint is that the strawberry on 
top was cut so thinly there might as well 
have been no topping on it at all. 
Despite these setbacks, the cake was an 

overall very good addition to an 
otherwise bland dinner. 

Overall, this dish was average at best, 
with the fish being let down by the 
sauce and the harvest grain being too 
conflicting with the mood of the dish. 
Altogether, this meal was an 
unsatisfying experience. What really 
saved this dish was the dessert, which is 
the part of the meal that the Dining 
Hall usually excels at. Despite this, the 
salmon was different enough to break 
out of the usual chicken, pasta and 
baked potato trend that the Dining Hall 
is so very fond of.

Do you know where Tibet is and who 
the Dalai Lama is?  If not, time to get 
educated!

Tibet is a plateau in the southwest of 
China, bordering India, Nepal and 
Bhutan. Annexed by China in 1950, 
Tibet is about 2.5 million square 
kilometers and about 5,000 meters 
high. Approximately 430,000 Tibetans 
died during the takeover of Tibet and 
many monasteries were destroyed. 
Fortunately, there are still 1,400 
monasteries, and about 46,000 monks 
still live in Tibet. Monks are people who 
live in monasteries and devote their 
lives to practicing Tibetan religion. 
Monks shave their heads to signify 
simplicity and detachment of 
materialism.  The Dalai Lama, the 
spiritual leader of Tibet, won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1989 and continues to 
strive for world peace and the 
preservation of Tibetan culture because 
Tibetans are constantly struggling to 
preserve their language, culture, art, 
and traditions.

The religion followed in Tibet is 
Buddhism.  In Tibetan Buddhism, the 
three main beliefs are non-violence, 
karma and reincarnation. Tibetans 
believe in peace and are strictly against 
taking violent actions, allowing only 
vocal protests.  Karma is the saying 
?What goes around, comes around,? 
meaning that if you are bad to others, 
you will receive bad effects, but if you 

are good to others you will receive good 
effects. Reincarnation is the belief that 
once you die, your spirit will be reborn 
into a different body, depending on 
your karma.  The better the karma you 
have, the better forms you will be born 
into.  For instance, bad karma may lead 
you to be an insect in your next life, 
while good karma may allow you to be 
reborn into a human. 

Another important aspect of Tibetan 
culture is the food. Popular Tibetan 
dishes include momos and thenthuk. 
Momos are thin flour wraps filled with 
vegetables, chicken or beef.  Thenthuk 
is a noodle soup, consisting of pasta 
pieces, vegetables and beef.   Tibet is 
also known for their salty butter tea 
called pocha, which is made with tea 
leaves, yak butter and salt.  

Tibetan art is one of the most unique 
and time-consuming types of art.  
Mostly, monks in the monasteries are 
the ones to create Tibetan butter 
sculptures out of colored yak butter and 
paint Thankhas, which are religious 
paintings on cotton or silk.  Monks also 
create mandalas, which are symbolic 
religious signs.  It is extremely difficult 
to learn these art forms and they can 
take years to perfect.

Tibetans have many traditions, like 
Losar, Tibetan New Year.  Losar is a 
Tibetan festival celebrated every year 
around February 5-7.  During this time, 

Tibetans get together with their families 
to go pray at monasteries to give thanks 
for the year while enjoying tasty 
traditional dishes.
Tibetans are constantly trying to sustain 
their culture by keeping traditions 
going and spreading their culture.   In 
fact, the twelfth annual Machik 
weekend event happened from 
November 9 to November 11 in New 
York City. This is an opportunity for 
people to learn 
about service 
projects and 
communities in 
Tibet and is open 
for anyone to 
participate in. 
Many varieties of 
foods are made on 
this day, like 
tsampa, khapse, 
thenthuk, dre-si, 
and, of course, 
momos. Tsampa 
is made out of 
barley flour and is 
mixed with tea 
and represents 
peace and 
prosperity.  It is 
not usually eaten 
but is used to 
draw out the evil 
spirits at home.  
Khapse is the 
most important 

and traditional treat given on Losar.  It 
is a dough that is shaped into Tibetan 
signs, and then deep fried to eat.  Dre-si 
is made out of droma, butter broth, 
sugar, and rice.  Such delicacies and 
treats are enjoyed by all at Losar and 
new clothes are worn to signify the New 
Year.

Although Tibet is a small country, it has 
a rich and unique culture of beliefs, 
food and traditions. 

PHOTO by Mrs. Chophel, featuring Remay Pemba '20 and her friends celebrating 

Losar by wearing traditional attire called chuba.
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