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Each year, students and 
faculty have mixed feelings 
about the two weeks in 
between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. The short chunk 
of time is, for most students, 
filled with quizzes, tests and 
projects, but there is also a 
festive atmosphere on 
campus and many 
wonderful Gunnery 
traditions happening, 
including the Holiday 
Dinner and Winter Concert.  

Some of the most notable 
Gunnery traditions revolve 
around fundraising for those 
in need during the holiday 
season. Students raise money 
for the Save the Children 
Foundation by paying five 
dollars to wear an ugly 

holiday sweater instead of 
formal dress to the Holiday 
Dinner, and purchasing 
candy cane grams for a 
dollar each that get 
distributed at the Holiday 
Dinner. This is always 
organized by the Prefects, 
and this year, students and 
faculty raised $1473 for the 
Save the Children 
Foundation.  

Additionally, under the 
initiative of Dr. Wojcik, The 
Gunnery partners with 
Friends in Service to 
Humanity of Northwestern 
CT each year to decorate a 
Christmas tree on the first 
floor of Dining Hall and 
provide gifts for 
underprivileged children in 

the region.  

In addition to these 
fundraising opportunities, 
the Prefects organize a Secret 
Snowflake gift exchange to 
follow the Holiday Dinner 
and precede the Winter 
Concert. Every student is 
assigned another student 
randomly and they buy them 
a small gift. All these gifts 
are exchanged at the end of 
dinner in a chaotic but joyful 
way, and the Dining Hall 
was filled with noise and 
laughter as it all happened.  

The most exciting part of the 
night is always the Winter 
Concert, when various 
bands and music groups on 
campus performed for 
students, faculty and 

When Mike Marich, Director of 
Athletics, and Kiersten Marich, 
Director of Leadership Giving and 
Prefect Advisor, moved into a 
house on the campus of The 
Gunnery with their children, Will, 
now 14, and Caroline, now 13, 
they ?didn?t know a soul.?  

?It was right before Halloween, 
and we didn?t know anyone, but 
Will and Caroline wanted to trick 
or treat. We weren?t sure how it all 
worked, but then Mrs. Low sent an 
email saying we?re trick or treating 
tomorrow - we moved in literally 
the day before Halloween - and 
that we were welcome to join. We 
felt that built-in, welcoming 
community right away.?  

At The Gunnery, as well as at 
many other boarding schools, 
most faculty members live on 
campus. Some live alone in dorm 
apartments, while others live with 
their spouses and children in 
houses around campus. Students 
are used to seeing faculty children 
- fac brats, as they?re lovingly 
nicknamed - across campus, 

whether they?re running around 
the Dining Hall or playing on 
Senior Rock.  

Raising children on a boarding 
school campus, and, by the same 
token, growing up at a boarding 
school, is an extremely unique 
experience, and one that changes 
the lives of both the parents and 
the children.  

Some teachers who live on campus 
with their kids were here long 
before they even thought about 
having children. For them, it 
seemed only natural to raise their 
kids here. Craig Badger, Associate 
Dean of Students, Boys Varsity Ice 
Hockey Head Coach and History 
Teacher, said, ?I got here when I 
was 24, and I wasn?t thinking 
about having kids. When we did 
have kids, we never even 
considered moving off 
campus...No, I can?t say I came 
here thinking I would be here 14 
years later with three kids, but it?s 
a great place to raise kids.? Mr. 
Badger has three daughters, Avery, 
5, Maggie, 5, and Brooklyn, 3, with 

The Trouble With the NCAA
      by Harry Sutton '20

Students and Faculty Celebrate "The Best Night of the Year"
      by Rain Ji '19

The National Football 
League (NFL) was 
established in 1920, and in 
1946, the National 
Basketball Association 
(NBA) was created. In 1936, 
the first ever NFL draft took 
place at the Ritz Carlton 
Hotel in Philadelphia. Since 
then, hundreds of college 
athletes have been drafted 

each year by the teams in the 
respective leagues. 

If a young athlete aspires to 
go professional, at least in 
American football and 
basketball leagues, they need 
to pick the right college, one 
that is part of the National 
Collegiate Athletics 
Association (NCAA) to 
display their talents to NFL 

and NBA scouts. They must 
perform in college for at 
least a year and then declare 
for the draft.  

Over many years, a 
controversy has emerged 
over whether college athletes 
should be paid for their 
talents. The NCAA is one of 
the most profitable sports 
organizations, and the 
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his wife, Jenn Badger, Dean of Faculty 
and History Teacher.  

Similarly, Seth Low, Associate Head of 
School, College Counselor, Director of 
Co-Curriculars and Math Teacher, 
came here with his wife, Anne Low, 
before they were considering having 
children. And like the Badgers, they 
never thought about moving off campus 
once they did have kids. So David, 10, 
and Sarah, 9, have lived here their 
whole lives, just like Avery, Maggie and 
Brooklyn. 

Mr. Low actually has a unique 
perspective on the idea of living on a 
boarding school campus with children, 
because he grew up at a boarding 
school, and now he is raising his own 
kids at one. Mr. Low?s parents worked at 
Blair Academy in Blairstown, New 
Jersey, where his father was the 
Assistant Head of School. He believes 
growing up on a boarding school 
campus influenced him and the person 
he is today in many ways: ?It made me 
really comfortable around people of 
different ages; people that are older than 
me, younger than me. It gave me 
appreciation for people that are 
different from me because I got to meet 
people from all over the country and all 
over the world. I also gained an 
appreciation for education.? Now, The 
Gunnery community is doing the same 
for his own children.  

Mr. Badger also believes growing up on 
our campus is giving his daughters 
unique advantages. They?re young, but 
living here has allowed them to interact 
with many people, as well as gain 
maturity and independence. ?They love 
coming to the Dining Hall, they love 
running around in the Dining Hall, 
they love all of that. I think the most 
obvious thing that they get from living 
here is the socialization. They are far 
more socialized than they would be if 
we lived in a ?normal? setting. There are 
so many different people, and, I mean, 
they?ve interacted with, in their 
lifetimes, over a thousand people, just 
here. Most kids their age don?t get 
anything close to that.?  

Peter Becker, Head of School, has three 
children with his wife, Amy Julia: 
Penny, 12, William, 10, and Marilee, 7. 
Like Mr. Badger, he said the 
socialization of living at a boarding 
school has affected his kids. ?Marilee?s 
teacher, who, as it happens, also grew 
up on a boarding school campus, said 
Marilee is so comfortable with adults 
and older kids. She thinks it must have 
to do with her growing up here.?  

The Low kids and the Badger kids have 
lived here their whole lives, and the 
Becker kids moved here from another 

boarding school, but some children 
move here from a more ?normal? 
environment, like the Mariches.  

The Mariches moved onto campus 
when Will was 10 and Caroline was 9, 
and both Mr. and Mrs. Marich think 
moving here was good for them. Mrs. 
Marich said, ?Our kids have always 
been fairly extroverted, but I think 
living here has made them not afraid to 
talk to anyone. They can talk to adults, 
they can talk to kids that are older than 
them. I think that has been a byproduct 
of being in this kind of environment 
where they?re really forced to talk to a 
lot of different people.?  

Mr. Marich added, ?Before we moved 
here, we lived in Westchester county, 
which is not exactly socioeconomically 
diverse or culturally diverse. From a 
cultural perspective, being here and 
having students from different 
countries and different beliefs is great. I 
just think it?s been an incredible 
opportunity for our kids to see and 
meet different people from different 
places very early in their lives.? Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Marich believe that being here 
has allowed their children to grow and 
mature in many ways, which Mr. 
Badger said he?s already seeing with his 
young children.  

The children seem to love it just as 
much as their parents recognize the 
benefits. The younger kids equate living 
here to living on one big playground, 
and the older kids love being with 
students. Will Marich, who will most 
likely attend The Gunnery as a 
freshman next year, said, ?It?s fun. 
Students make it awesome. Living here 
makes me feel less nervous about being 
a freshman next year, because I sort of 
feel like I?m already a part of it. I like it.?  

Neely and Harper Gritti and Jack 
Konik, 6, all love living here. Neely and 
Harper Gritti moved to The Gunnery 
from Kent Hill School in Readfield, 
Maine, when they were 2 and 4, 
respectively, so they?ve spent their 
whole lives at boarding schools. Jack 
Konik, on the other hand, moved here 
from Hawaii, and this is his first time 
living at a boarding school. When asked 
what it?s like being a faculty kid here, 
they all chorused back with ?Fun! Fun! 
Fun!?.  

?If I didn?t live here I don?t think my life 
would be that much fun because we 
wouldn?t know be able to be with our 
friends as much,? said Neely. Jack 
added, ?I would be kind of sad if I didn?t 
live here because there are a lot of fun 
games here.?  

Mrs. Marich said, ?Probably six months 
after we moved to campus, we asked 
Caroline and Will what they thought 
and they said ?it?s like having 300 
siblings? and I think that?s truly how 
they viewed it, and how they still view it 
to some extent, but definitely how they 
saw it when they were little...It?s always 
felt like the students here were more like 
siblings to our kids than strangers, and 
that?s been really special.? 

Faculty members and their children 
have reached a consensus that living 
here is great. But would it be different if 
we were at another boarding school?  

Mrs. Marich said, ?I think that because 
of our size, our school is closer knit and 
our kids are in the fold more than they 
would be if we were at a really big 
school.? Mr. Becker agreed that the 
strong community we have at The 
Gunnery plays into the way faculty kids 
are growing up. ?I look around at all the 

families here, and they?re all actively 
contributing...It?s definitely what goes 
around comes around.?  

The Beckers previously lived at The 
Lawrenceville School in Lawrenceville, 
New Jersey, and Mr. Becker said it?s very 
different living here than living at 
Lawrenceville: ?Architecture and 
campus layout make all the difference. 
Lawrenceville is a very dispersed, 
disaggregated school...There?s still a 
sense of raising your kids with other 
families, but much less than here. 
There?s a way more natural and 
intentional community among the 
families here.?  

?One of the things that?s awesome about 
raising your kids here is that you have a 
built in village to help with everything. 
We?ve all done a tremendous amount of 
carpooling, we?re each other?s 
emergency contacts, that kind of thing. 
You also have a different kind of 
relationship with your colleagues 
because, in a lot of ways, you?re in it 
together,? said Mrs. Marich. 

Many faculty members remarked on the 
way being a parent here changed their 
relationships with other faculty. ?You 
form different relationships with faculty 
members because you know them as 
friends and parents as well as 
colleagues,? said Mr. Low. Similarly, Mr. 
Becker said, ?We end up hanging out as 
parents, not as colleagues. We don?t 
really talk school shop, we just talk 
about our kids...I find it a very 
humanizing experience.?  

?Having kids makes you come together 
in a different way,? said Mrs. Marich of 
her fellow faculty members. Mr. Badger 
said, ?The Gunnery becomes a better 

place when you have kids.?  

      by Maddie Aitken '19(Continued from A1)

The One-of-a-Kind Lives of Boarding School Families

PHOTO courtesy of Mr. Becker, featuring faculty children and their parents on Halloween this year.
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  A periodical published by The Gunnery, The 
Highlander is dedicated to providing 
information, commentary and entertainment 
to the school community. Articles and 
editorials by the staff reflect the opinions of 
the individual writer on the newspaper staff; 
contributions reflect the opinion of the 
individual contributor. The newspaper does 
not presume to represent the opinions of The 
Gunnery's administration. The Highlander 
seeks to give voice to a broad range of 
perspectives and invites contributions from all 
members of the community. 

   

 
Dear Gunnery community,

We hope that The Highlander can and 
will be a platform for anyone at The Gunnery to 
make their voice heard on any issue, whether it's 
a current world event or the dress code. 
Following last year's revamp of the layout and 
increase in production and distribution, we 
hope to continue improving our newspaper. We 
urge you all to submit articles, creative writing 
pieces, poems, editorials, or any other written 
work, as well as photographs and art pieces. If 
you have an interest in continued contribution, 
we encourage you to join The Highlander as a 
contributing writer (or photographer), which 
you can do by joining the club. 

If you have any questions or work you 
would like to submit, please contact the editors: 
Maddie Aitken '19 (19aitkenm@gunnery.org) 
and Rain Ji '19 (19jiy@gunnery.org.) 

Sincerely,

Maddie and Rain

Did You Know? 
The Gunnery Newspaper, The Highlander's 
motto in 1990 was "informed, provocative, and 
responsible." 

PHOTO by Rain Ji '19. 

Like what you see?                   Join us!
The Highlander is a club as well as a class, and we are 
always looking for new members. Consider joining 
us! We want WRITERS, ARTISTS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS AND GRAPHIC DESIGNERS. 

If you enjoy or are interested in writing, learning 
about people and their stories and/or following 
current events and world affairs, you should consider 
becoming a contributing writer. We also need 
students who like photography, art and graphic 
design. 

Interested students should contact Maddie Aitken '19 
(19aitkenm@gunnery.org) and attend a club meeting.

We meet every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
in Tisch 12.

I had the honor of attending the 
People of Color Conference 2018 in 
Nashville, Tennessee. Fellow 
Gunnery representatives were Mr. 
Poole, Mrs. Magana, Lenaijah 
Ferguson ?20 and Miranda Smith 
?20. In this, I will speak mostly for 
myself, as we all had vastly different, 
yet special, experiences.  

The People of Color Conference, 
which was held in Nashville, 
Tennessee this year from November 
28 to December 1, is a conference 
organized by the National 
Association of Independent Schools. 
The organization, and the 
conference, is committed to ?equity 
and justice in teaching, learning, 
and organizational development? 
and the mission of the conference is 
?to provide a safe space for 
leadership and professional 
development and networking for 
people of color and allies of all 
backgrounds in independent 
schools.? 

From the moment we exited our 
plane in Nashville, I was full of 
wonder and curiosity. It was my first 
time attending this conference, and 
I spent ample time observing my 
fellow peers who work in 
independent schools from all across 
the country.   

I was inspired by the sheer numbers 
alone. As a black man in the 
independent school arena, I saw an 
amazingly diverse group of people 
who work tirelessly to ensure a 
positive academic experience for 
their students. There was instant 
camaraderie in this fact, and I made 
great connections with people who 
had similar missions, drives and 
upbringings as me. It was a 
pleasurable experience just to be in 
the same building as these amazing 
educators, let alone have 
conversations with them. Mind you, 
at this point, I had yet to listen to a 
keynote speaker or attend a 
workshop. It was a long Thursday 
morning to just exist, and there was 
a lot to take in.  

The early morning speakers 
consisted of a pump-up speech by 
the hosts, a marching band and a 
whole lot of excitement from the 
crowd. Considering the theme for 
the conference this year was 
?Harmony, Discord, and the Notes 
in Between,? it was fitting to have 
some music to emphasize us getting 
?woke? before we spread out to 
reach for knowledge amongst our 
fellow educators.   

After the marching band, everyone 
was eager to conquer the next 
couple days. The conference has 
workshops that you attend 
according to your main objective for 
being there; my reason for attending 
this conference was to work with 
other diversity and equity 
practitioners to figure out how to 
provide a space for students of color 

here at The Gunnery.  

Lenaijah Ferguson ?20 and Miranda 
Smith ?20, the students that joined 
us faculty at this conference, split 
from us to attend the Student 
Leadership Diversity Conference 
(SLDC), which is a separate 
program. The SLDC programming 
this year was focused on allyship, 
and how everyone can be used to 
combat intolerance on racial, 
sexuality and gender levels. 

Meanwhile, faculty members from 
schools all across the country spread 
out to attend various workshops 
that were meant to provide 
discourse and advice on the state of 
diversity, equity and inclusion in 
independent schools and how to 
facilitate that diversity, equity and 
inclusion for the sake of students 
and faculty alike.  

I spent my days in workshops and 
events. The first workshop I 
attended was titled ?Protecting the 
Innocence of Girls of Color.? This 
workshop was about acknowledging 
how easy it was speed up the growth 
of young black girls, and how to 
acknowledge their youth to allow 
them to blossom into adults when 
it?s their time to be adults. 
Acknowledging the discord to bring 
about the harmony was significant 
to understanding the purpose of 
workshops like this and all the 
others.  

The final guest speaker of the 
conference was Dr. Marc Lamont 
Hill, freshly fired from being a CNN 
political pundit for discussing 
heavily contested global political 
issues dealing with justice, equity 
and allyship. His voice echoed and 
rang across the room as he spoke to 
6000 educators and students about 
how and where to find and establish 
love in your environment.  

He spoke of more than just 
persevering as a person of color in a 
predominantly white space, but 
rather making the decision to thrive 
in any environment, a concept that 
takes work and self-care allies. He 
emphasized the significance of 
working with the harmony and 
discord of the American education 
system and all the discrepancies in 
between, and how we can play our 
part in improving for future 
generations 
of students 
and faculty. 

One of the 
major 
themes of 
the POCC 
was to place 
emphasis on 
the fact that 
this 
conference is 
for the 
benefit of 
those of 
color. This 

was a reminder that non-people of 
color should be able to respectfully 
acknowledge the space they occupy 
and allow the students and faculty of 
color the space and time to speak.   

This rarely had to be facilitated, 
because the people present 
understood who and what this 
conference was for. However, when 
it was mandated that non-people of 
color leave the room, the experience 
I felt being around only colorful 
faces blew my mind.   

This experience was specific to the 
meeting between the independent 
schools of the Connecticut region 
that were in attendance. So many 
shades, creeds and colors. So many 
expressions, to me, exemplified a 
community that didn?t seem visible 
prior to me going to the POCC. 
Now these faces were visible. Now I 
know there are many places to call 
home, many places to reach out to 
grasp goals that are necessary for 
our students of color. 

The POCC was an amazing 
experience for all of us Gunnery 
folks who attended, and we 
networked with people from other 
schools to look into establishing 
better connections with our 
respective faculty and students of 
color. This conference, in all its 
glory, was about supporting one 
another as we support our students. 

 As we hopped off the plane at 
Bradley International Airport, I 
realized we need a bigger push to get 
more faculty and students on this 
trip so they can see what we saw. We 
saw brave people with humongous 
hearts, who are fighting the notion 
of just being black bodies to fulfill 
school quotas of diverse 
employment and enrollment. These 
are people who are still working to 
be accepted as legitimate academics 
in independents schools.  

The harmony is knowing we, as a 
community, are not perfect and 
explaining and describing our drive 
to be diverse, equitable and an 
inclusive community for minority 
students in all walks of our 
curricular and co-curricular 
activities. The discord is in figuring 
out how. 

A Reflection on the 2018 People of Color Conference
by Mr. Drew

PHOTO courtesy of Miranda Smith '20. 
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families, and this year was no 
exception. Following the formal dinner, 
students and faculty went up to the 
Meeting House, where they heard from 
the music groups here on campus. 

The concert began with ?O Holy Night? 
by Sean Douglas ?19, then The 
Troubadours followed with ?We Need a 
Little Christmas,? ?The Snow Begins to 
Fall,? ?Carols Around,? and ?Rudolph 
the Red Nosed Reindeer and Frosty the 
Snowman.?  

The Highlander Ringers, supervised by 
Ms. Albright and conducted by Drew 
Sutherland ?21, brought to the audience 
?Jolly Old Saint Nicholas - Up On the 
Housetop.? The Highlander Ringers is a 
new Gunnery music group that plays 
with handbells, and the entire audience 
laughed along when the clapper inside 
one of the bells fell out at the end of the 
song. 

The Highlander Ringers were followed 

by the Chamber Ensemble, which 
consisted of Jihoon An ?20, Serdar 
Kaltalioglu ?22 and Cody Moore ?19. 
They played ?Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas.? The first part of the 
Winter Concert ended with the Ukulele 
Ensemble, which is directed by Max 
Farrar ?21. They played ?Winter 
Wonderland,? and the holiday spirit 
was building up slowly but surely.  

The second part of the concert was 
more interactive between the 
performers and the audience, and the 
songs were more familiar, allowing 
students and faculty to sing along. 
According to Mr. Perkins, who oversees 
all bands, the music and songs were 
chosen in order to ?accommodate a 
wide variety of skill and experience 
among the musicians? as well as ?to 
showcase seniors and the most talented 
musicians.?  

Jazz Band performed ?Sky Dive? and 

?Gettin? In the Mood (of Christmas).? 
The band did a fantastic job overall. 
?Sky Dive? is a piece of music 
composed by the famous trumpeter 
Freddie Hubbard, and provided Eli 
Berano ?19 with an opportunity for an 
excellent trumpet solo. During the 
performance of ?Gettin' in the Mood,? 
the saxophones performed the 
introduction in unison, and with 
memorable riff, the tune was 
emphasized again. Additionally, 
Hannah Richards ?20 performed a 
saxophone solo. The voices of Sofia 
Trotta ?19 and John Crabtree ?19 
created perfect symphony with the 
instruments for a successful 
performance.

Rock Band 1 performed a mashup 
between ?All I Want For Christmas is 
You,? ?I Want You Back? and 
?Superstition.? During ?All I Want For 
Christmas is You,? a Christmas classic, 
much of the audience joined Ali 

Noeding ?19, Hadley Townsend ?20 and 
Erica Zhang ?20 in singing.  

Rock Band 2 brought ?We Will Rock 
You,? ?Good Times, Bad Times? and 
?We Are The Champions.? These are all 
classic rock songs, and especially 
because of the recently released movie 
?Bohemian Rhapsody,? most of the 
audience knew the songs well.  The 
Winter Concert ended with the entire 
school collectively singing ?Twelve 
Days of Christmas?, a Gunnery 
tradition that always pushes the holiday 
spirit to its peak. Many claimed that 
singing with friends and family was the 
best part of the night, and it?s always an 
excellent send-off for winter break and 
the holiday season.

by Rain Ji '19 

(Continued from A1) Students and Faculty Celebrate "The Best Night of the Year"

Two Guatemalan migrant children, ages 7 and 8, died 
within three weeks of each other, both having been in 
U.S. custody in New Mexico. The 8-year-old boy, 
Felipe Gomez Alonzo, died on Christmas Day in a 
hospital from unknown causes after showing ?signs of 
sickness,? although this is disputed by his father, who 
says he showed no signs of sickness when they arrived 
at the detention facility. The 7-year-old girl, Jakelin 
Caal Maquin, died a few weeks before of dehydration, 
a cause that is also disputed by her father. 

The number of migrant families has increased 
significantly over the last year. In November 2018, the 
Border Patrol apprehended 25172 people in family 
units, compared with 7016 in November 2017. The 
problem with this increase, especially with President 
Trump?s hardcore immigration policies, is that the 
number or size of border facilities hasn?t increased. As 
such, border facilities have had to take in more people 
than they are designed for, and this has led to issues as 
extreme as death for already-vulnerable migrants and 
their children. 

Kevin K. McAleenan, the commissioner of Customs 
and Border Protection, which oversees Border Patrol 
as well as ports of entry, said in July, ?They [the 
detention facilities] were built for single adults...Think 
of it like a police station, like short-term detention 
before they?re turned over to a jail or a longer-term 
facility...They were not built to handle families and 
children.? The facilities were not built with the 
intention that they would house families, and so 
children that are detained there, especially for long 
periods of time, are at risk. 

These recent deaths are a startling sign that our 
current immigration system is not equipped to deal 
with families and children. There is not ample space 
for everyone, and the conditions in detention facilities 
cause infection and disease to spread quickly. Medical 
professionals have spoken up about the trouble with 
keeping children in overcrowded, often cold facilities. 

?These facilities are no place for a child, even a well 
child...The conditions in which these children are 
being held are truly shocking,? said Dr. Marsha 

Griffin, a pediatrician on the Texas-Mexico border as 
well as the co-chairwoman of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics? special interest group on immigrant 
health. 

When migrants pass through processing facilities, 
complete medical histories and physical examinations 
are not conducted, meaning the authorities often don?t 
know if people are sick. This lack of information, 
compounded with the conditions of detention facilities 
- migrants sleep side-by-side on mats on the ground, 
and most everything is shared - does not bode well for 
migrant health. Often, healthy children get sick and 
sick children get sicker. In extreme cases, this can lead 
to death, as seen with Maquin and Alonzo over the 
past month. 

The lack of medical screening was revealed in May 
2017, when the American Academy of Pediatrics 
released a report on it. The report recommended 
children ?not be subjected to these facilities,? but over 
a year later, they are still being kept in these same 
detention centers, and in high numbers. 

The Department of Homeland Security is now using 
internal investigators to look into whether Border 
Patrol agents are following proper procedures, but 
results may take several weeks. The medical screening 
requirements are already so low that if the Border 
Patrol was not completing even those requirements 
sufficiently, there could be a significant breach in the 
health of migrants.

With an issue like this, the question of who is at fault 
always arises. It?s usually not a single person, 
administration or organization, but despite this, there 
has been both accountability and blame going around 
in the media since these horrific events.

Kirstjen M. Nielsen, the secretary of homeland 
security, has acknowledged her faults over the last 
weeks. She recognizes that the increase in migrants 
over the last year has pushed our immigration system 
to ?a breaking point.? She argued for more advanced 
medical screenings for migrants, especially children, 
since the two deaths, and personally traveled to the 

border to make sure they were implemented. 

McAleenan of Customs and Border Protection said, 
?We cannot stress enough the dangers posed by 
traveling long distances, in crowded transportation, or 
in the natural elements through remote desert areas 
without food, water and other supplies...No one 
should risk injury, or even death, by crossing our 
border unlawfully.?

High profile Democrats including Hillary Clinton 
took to social media to share their feelings and 
concerns. Clinton tweeted, ?There are no words to 
capture the horror of a seven-year-old girl dying of 
dehydration in U.S. custody. What?s happening at our 
borders is a humanitarian crisis.?

Many Americans are blaming  Trump, since he 
established a zero-tolerance policy earlier in 2018. He 
received much pushback for the policy, and his 
administration was under fire for the family 
separation debacle it spurred. However, White House 
officials deny the Trump administration?s 
responsibility in the deaths of Maquin and Alonzo. 

When Hogan Gidley, the White House deputy press 
secretary, was asked if the administration would take 
any responsibility for Maquin?s death, he said, ?Does 
the administration take responsibility for a parent 
taking a child on a trek through Mexico to get to this 
country? No.? 

Trump, on the other hand, blames Democrats, and is 
using these deaths as leverage for his border wall. In 
his first public comment, he tied the deaths to the 
political deadlock over federal government funding, 
and in a series of tweets, said Democrats are to blame 
because they refused his project to build walls along 
the U.S.-Mexico border. 

In a December 29 tweet, Trump said, ?Any deaths of 
children or others at the Border are strictly the fault of 
the Democrats and their pathetic immigration policies 
that allow people to make the long trek thinking they 
can enter our country illegally. They can?t. If we had a 
Wall, they wouldn?t even try!? 

Two Guatemalan Migrant Children in U.S. Custody Dead  Within Three Weeks
by Maddie Aitken '19 
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Since President Donald Trump ordered 
border officials to prosecute all adults 
trying to cross the U.S.-Mexico border 
in June, about 2000 children of Central 
American migrants have been 
separated from their parents. The 
?zero-tolerance? policy, a policy that 
was intended to increase criminal 
prosecution of people caught entering 
the United States illegally, has also led 
to the separation of families. 

 The United Nations? Human Rights 
Chief called the policy ?child abuse,? 
and Mexico said the U.S. is violating 
human rights standards. Regardless, 
President Trump believes that migrant 
families may think twice about illegally 
crossing the U.S. border from Mexico if 
they fear they?ll be separated by the U.S. 
government. 

But Central Americans continue their 

journey. They believe living in the U.S. 
will give them a better life, access to 
better healthcare, quality education and 
job opportunities. They are also fleeing 
from dangerous conditions in their 
home countries including high crime 
rates, drug trafficking, unemployment 
and poverty. And although taking the 
long journey is very dangerous, many 
see it is their only hope. 

Just recently in October, a migrant 
caravan was formed in San Pedro Sula, 
a city in northern Honduras known for 
high levels of violence. The caravan 
started out with fewer than 200 people, 
but by the time the group had crossed 
the border into Guatemala, its members 
had grown to more than 1,000. Many 
more joined along the way, and 
eventually, there were over 4000 
migrants in the caravan.  

By the time they arrived at the San 
Diego-Tijuana border, the group was 
estimated to be over 5000 in size. The 
Department of Homeland Security 
claims that there are a least 500 people 
with criminal records travelling in this 
caravan. 

Most recently, on November 25, U.S. 
border officials fired tear gas into 
Mexico to prevent a group of migrants 
from crossing the border. The 
Department of Homeland Security said 
the group had been throwing rocks and 
other materials at border agents. 

In late November, U.S. and Mexican 
negotiators met to discuss a plan to 
keep the Central Americans in Mexico 
while their asylum claims are heard. 
Normally, asylum-seekers announce 
their intention when arriving in U.S. 
after crossing the border illegally. 

Migrants who line up at the ports of 
entry at the border often claim ?credible 
fear? asylum. The 1980 Refugee Act 
allows for people to claim credible fear 
of returning to their home because of 
race, religion, nationality, membership 
of a particular social group, or political 
party. 

It is unclear how many of the 5000 
migrants at the San Ysidro entry point 
will be granted asylum even if they file 
a credible fear claim. U.S. inspectors at 
the main border crossing in San Diego 
are processing up to 100 asylum claims 
every day, but thousands still wait. 

And while the U.S. and Mexico have 
worked to make the journey into 
America seem less appealing, many in 
the caravans claim it?s still better than 
the realities they face at home, which 
include extreme violence and poverty. 

The Trouble With the NCAA
by Harry Sutton '20 

Central Americans Continue Flowing into the U.S. in Caravans, Despite Trump's Zero-Tolerance  Policy
      by Emma Smith '22

powerhouse of college athletics. The 
NCAA has an annual revenue of over 
$1.1 billion, but they don?t pay their 
players anything.  

Kylia Carter, the mother of current 
Chicago Bulls center, and former Duke 
basketball superstar, compared the 
NCAA to slavery. She said, ?You?ve paid 
for a child to come to your school to do 
what you wanted them to do for you, 
for free, and you made a lot of money 
when he did that, and you?ve got all 
these rules in place that say he cannot 
share in any of that. The only other 
time when labor does not get paid but 
yet someone else gets profits and the 
labor is black and the profit is white, is 
in slavery.?  

This is a drastic comparison, but Carter 
does have a point. The NCAA is clearly 
a for-profit organization, and one of the 
most successful sports organizations in 

all of the U.S. The system ties college 
athletes into scholarships that forces 
them to play in order to attend the 
school. There is clearly a problem in the 
NCAA and its very foundation. Those 
who create the viral success of college 
athletics are not directly gaining from it 
and it can easily be seen as forced labor 
with the obligations tied in to 
scholarships and the pathway that must 
be followed for aspiring college athletes.  

NCAA President Mark Emmert said 
that collegiate athletics are not 
professional leagues, but are simply 
ways for students to play sports. 
However, many collegiate athletes 
aspire to be, and eventually become, 
professional athletes straight from 
college. Some colleges even pride 
themselves on having amazing athletic 
programs that can lead to careers in 
certain sports.  

The enormous focus on athletics in 
some universities has also changed the 
images of those universities. The 
University of Alabama is as well known 
for its prestigious and dominant 
football team, while the University of 
Connecticut?s elite academics have been 
drowned out by an emphasis on their 
nationally-renowned basketball teams.  

On the other hand, universities also 
spend millions of dollars on 
scholarships for high-quality athletes 
graduating from high school, which can 
be positive, but these scholarship 
athletes are tied into playing the sport 
they?ve been recruited for. The issue of 
focus on athletics at universities has 
brought up multiple problems in life for 
athletes and the entire system of being 
forced to play at an athletically elite 
college in order to succeed as a 
professional in a sport forces athletes 
into playing without pay.  

A possible solution for this conundrum 
is the route that the MLB and NHL 
have taken. Rather than spending at 
least one year at a university with their 
only focus being playing their sport, 
aspiring professionals would be drafted 
to a minor league team where they 
could play at a high level and receive 
wages. This is what happens for young 
adults who hope to play in the MLB or 
the NHL, and it might be a good 
solution to the NCAA problem. If high 
school athletes in basketball and 
football were to join a professional 
minor league, like high school hopefuls 
in baseball and ice hockey do, they 
could gain experience before stepping 
into the major leagues, would receive 
pay for their high-level play and would 
not have to suffer through the for-profit 
exploitations and requirements of being 
an athlete for the NCAA. 

(Continued from A1)

A little over 2 years ago, Britain voted to 
leave the European Union, which was a 
move that, at the time, shocked many. 
With the vote being 51.9% in favor and 
48.1% opposed, tensions were 
exceedingly high. 

In the last two years, the progression of 
Brexit had been slow and uneventful, 
until recently when British Prime 
Minister Theresa May announced a 
new draft deal. Upon announcing the 
news of this deal to the Chambers of 
Commerce, she was met with jeers and 
yelling from politicians all across the 

aisle.
Public outcry for yet another 
referendum on Brexit has been very 
apparent with multiple members of 
Parliament expressing their concern for 
May?s deal. The deal was set to be vote 
on in the commons on December 11, 
but this was postponed by May after 
realizing the overwhelming negative 
feedback to the deal. The vote is now 
set to take place during the week of 
January 14, but with huge criticisms 
coming from all sides it seems more 
likely than not that the deal will not be 
approved. 

Britain is set to leave the EU on the 
March 29, 2018. This is on track to 
happen and will unless another 
referendum is held surrounding Brexit, 
something May has continually denied 
the possibility of. With May?s deal 
appearing as the last chance for a deal 
concerning Brexit, the vote this January 
will be absolutely crucial. 

If the deal is not approved, it is likely 
that Britain will leave the European 
Union with no deal. This would mean 
that the British economy would be left 
to its own devices with tariffs on goods 

and transportation being treated the 
same as any other non-union country. 
However, some have pointed out that 
the possibility of a no-deal Brexit could 
be seen as better than the Brexit in 
May?s deal. 

With no clear direction, Britain's 
possible exit from the European Union 
seems unclear to say the least. The 
biggest indicator of movement will 
come in January when Parliament will 
make the hard choice, ultimately 
determining the future of their country.

by Sam Schreiber '20 

Two Years After the Deciding Vote, Brexit Moves Forward
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Yellow Vests Movement Rages on in France
by Juliette Gaggini '19 

Paris, France, often referred to as the 
City of Love, has been faced with a 
tremendous controversy the past few 
weeks beginning with the raise of fuel 
prices in mid-November. The people?s 
movement, which has since turned into 
a political movement, has taken on the 
name Mouvement des Gilets Jaunes, 
translated in English to the Yellow Vests 
Movement. The name comes after the 
symbolic high-visibility yellow vests 
worn by protestors in the streets of Paris 
during the protests. Protesters blame 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
for the political upheaval due to the 
price of diesel, which has increased by 
nearly 20 percent, since the beginning 
of the year, and his most recent policy 
which plans to increase the taxes on 
fuel. 

President Macron did give in to the 
protestors a bit in early December, 
when he released that he was not going 
to follow through with his planned fuel 

tax increase for January. However, 
despite the outcry of objection from 
the people against raising gas prices, 
President Macron has remained 
confident in his decision, expressing 
that he feels it is a necessary step in 
protecting the environment. 
Protestors responded to President 
Macron?s interest in preserving the 
environment by arguing that he is out of 
touch with the  people and doesn?t 

understand their struggles due to his 
privilege. This series of protests, 
beginning in November, has been the 
culmination of this ongoing feeling for 
many in Paris, growing since the 
inauguration of President Macron in 
May of 2017. Although it may seem that 
this protest could be ended by President 
Macron listening to the wishes of the 
people, the majority of the protestors 
will not settle until resignation of 
current President Macron.

Disapproval with the recent gas 
changes can be seen all across 
France, but the heart of the protests 
lies in Paris. Demonstrators have 
begun picking up speed, with new 
measures of road blocking, violent 
attacks on police officers and graffiti on 
major monuments, such as the Arc de 
Triomphe. Photos have gone viral of 
graffiti in the streets, one of the most 
viral reading ?la crise climatique est une 
guerre contre les pauvres,? which means 
?the climate crisis is a war against the 
poor.? When looking at the motivation 
of the graffiti, it is a direct response and 
opinion of the people specifically 
against President Macron, asking for his 
resignation from the presidency. 

President Macron is most commonly 
targeted for his disconnect with the 
people. Some protestors have expressed 
a belief that his detachment is so strong 
that he has traits that resemble that of 
former French King, Louis the XVI, the 

last King before the fall of the French 
monarchy. 

?Macron=Louis 16? was spray painted 
on the Paris Garnier Opera House in 
early December. Demonstrators also 
held signs saying that May 14, 2017, the 
day that President Macron was 
inaugurated, signified the restoration of 
the French monarchy. He?s viewed as 
overly privileged and is said to often 
make decisions without consideration 
for the average working family, which 
are attributes of Louis the XVI, who 
resided in the extravagant Palace of 
Versailles and crippled the French 
economy for the average citizen.

Aside from the city center of Paris, 
another large portion of the anger 
in the country comes from small 
rural towns. Many people residing in 
these areas are reliant on their cars, and 
have become especially frustrated with 
the rising gas taxes and diesel prices 
directly resulting from President 
Macron?s policies. With little public 
transportation in such areas, 
dissatisfaction with President Macron 
and his recent changes is growing, as 
this sentiment of his detachment from 
the French citizen grows.

In December, demonstrators began 
getting aggressive with violent 
attacks on police officers, prompting 
police fighting back. A video of an 

officer taking out his gun against the 
yellow vests was captured by a local 
journalist which depicted protestors 
throwing various objects at the officers 
who were blocking the street, and 
pushing them off of their motorcycles. 
It was only after another officer drew 
his gun that the attackers backed away 
momentarily, but when he put it away 
to leave the scene, all three officers on 
duty were instantly attacked again.

In other video clips, officers are seen 
tear gassing the crowds, which has only 
made the people more upset. These 
protests that were meant to be peaceful 
and productive have become violent 
mob scenes across Paris, which has 
prompted the whole country and global 
community to tune in to the issues at 
hand. 

These protests have hugely impacted 
the people of France thus far. Those in 
disagreement with these new laws will 
not be giving up anytime soon, despite 
the frightening number of people 
affected by the violence during protests. 
Hundreds of people have been arrested 
since the start of the protests, and 
dozens have been killed while 
demonstrating. This movement is 
important to all those affected by the 
raising taxes, but there seems to be no 
simple answer on how to solve the 
issues at hand despite President Macron 
seeking a common ground with his 
people.

On December 22, 2018, just days before 
Christmas, the United States federal 
government shutdown began, and from 
January 3, there has been no sign of the 
federal government?s reopening. The 
shutdown occurred after Congress and 
the White House failed to pass a 
spending package, and could potentially 
drag on unless President Trump and 
Democratic leaders work together for a 
compromise. 

What exactly is a government 
shutdown? Though it sounds rather 
dramatic, a government shutdown does 
not imply that the federal government 
stops functioning - specifically 
speaking, military, law enforcement, 
airports and many more departments 
remain functional, while nonessential 
government activities stop. 

Major government shutdowns have 
occurred during Bill Clinton?s and 
Barack Obama?s administrations as well. 
The shutdown in 2013 had many 
unexpected consequences including the 
closure of a dozen oversea American 
soldier cemeteries, postponal of cancer 
drug trials and the extreme 
understaffing of U.S.-Canada border. 

The longest shutdown of U.S. 
government occurred during the 
Clinton administration for twenty-one 
days from Dec. 16, 1995 to Jan. 5, 1996. 
The Republican leaders had conflicts 
with President Clinton over his 
objectives for education, the 

environment, Medicare, and public 
health. 

The Carter administration faced 
obstacles to keep the government open. 
There were in total 56 Similarly, during 
the Reagan administration, the 
government had multiple shutdowns 
that lasted for one, two or three days. 

There were three partial government 
shutdowns throughout 2018. Back in 
January 2018, the government faced a 
partial shutdown due to the disputes 
between Republicans and Democrats 
over the legal status of DACA. 

This current shutdown has resulted in 
around 800000 federal employees being 
furloughed, which means that they are 
either working without pay, or laid off 
temporarily. Because of the major 
effects on federal workers, many have 
voiced their grievances through Twitter 
or labor unions. The shutdown 
influences more than federal employees. 
Garbage and human waste are piling up 
in Yosemite National Park, among 
many other national parks and famous 
sites. 

Again, this December shutdown 
revolves around border security and 
immigration issues. When President 
Trump?s demand for $5.6 billion for 
border wall funding was supported in 
the House but not endorsed in the 
Senate, conflict ensued. The 
Democratic leaders are not willing to 
give him the funding for a physical 

border wall, and after various 
negotiations, agreed to pay the 
president 1.5 billion dollar for border 
security. 

President Trump repeatedly stated the 
importance of a ?physical wall? during 
cabinet meetings, and has also showed 
his determination to receive funding for 
the wall through Twitter. 

On December 28, 2018, President 
Trump tweeted ?We will be forced to 
close the Southern Border entirely if the 
Obstructionist Democrats do not give 
us the money to finish the Wall & also 
change the ridiculous immigration laws 
that our Country is saddled with.?

Again, on January 2, 2019, President 
Trump emphasized through Twitter 
that ?Mexico is paying for the Wall 
through the new USMCA Trade Deal. 
Much of the Wall has already been fully 
renovated or built. We have done a lot 
of work. $5.6 Billion Dollars that House 
has approved is very little in 
comparison to the benefits of National 
Security. Quick payback!? 

President Trump met with 
congressional leaders, both Republicans 
and Democrats, in the hopes of 
resolving the partial government 
shutdown. But Trump?s determination 
to receive funding for the wall is at 
contrast with the Democrats? wishes. In 
a speech given on the floor by Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, he 
said ?If you want to open the 

government, you must abandon the wall 
-- plain and simple? to President 
Trump.

The effort to negotiate and end the 
shutdown must come from both parties. 
Unfortunately, according to Mr. Trump?s 
response to CNN, a resolution could 
take ?a long time.? The many 
negotiation talks have been fruitless. 
On January 7, 2019, the third week into 
the government shutdown, there is little 
sign of compromise and reached 
agreement between the president and 
the Democrats. He threatened to 
declare a national emergency if his 
border wall plan is not fully supported. 
Justifying his action, Trump told CNN 
that ?We're looking at a national 
emergency because we have a national 
emergency.? Under US law, the 
President has the authority during 
national emergency to apply necessary 
resources to build civil work projects 
that are essential to national defense. 
Although it is highly unlikely that he 
would actually declare a state of 
emergency, since this rhetoric is more a 
negotiation tactic, if he were to do so, he 
would face criticism of using military 
power to further his personal agendas.  
long time.?

Hopefully, this crisis would be resolved 
soon considering the large number of 
federal employees that it influences. 
Again, effort must be made from both 
sides to end this bitter duel. .

by Rain Ji '19 

U.S. Government Shut Down After President Trump Demands Funding for Border Wall
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On Thursday afternoon, The Gunnery 
announced that starting with the 
2019-20 school year, the squirrels that 
live on campus will start paying tuition. 

?I?ve had many meetings with the chief 
squirrel over the past few weeks and 
we?ve decided that this is for the best,? 
stated Peter Becker, Head of School, 
with acorns falling out of his pockets. 
?I?m looking forward to bridging the 
gap between the student body and the 
hundreds of squirrels that are 
constantly running around our 
campus.?  

 Tuition will be 60,000 acorns per year 
for each squirrel, but financial aid will 
be offered to those who show academic 
and athletic promise. The squirrels? 
tuition will include housing and food. 
?The squirrels will be moving into 
Gunn Dorm,? said Craig Badger, 
Associate Dean of Students, who 
organizes student housing. ?We were 
going to put them in Brinsmade, but it 
turns out that the rooms are so small it?s 
actually animal cruelty. Good thing they 
don?t have a rule like that for humans.? 
When asked where the senior boys who 
usually live in Gunn will live starting in 

the 2019-20 school year, Mr. Badger 
said, ?We?ll cross that bridge when we 
get there.?  

Another concern is how the Dining Hall 
will prepare for the influx of squirrels, in 
terms of the food they will consume. The 
Dining Hall staff dodged the question, 
only saying, ?I hope they like pasta.? 
Squirrels will also have the option to 
enroll in classes, but the chief squirrel 
does not seem to agree with this. ?The 
education system in America is broken. 
Students are constantly being compared 
to their peers and this creates an 

atmosphere of competition that can 
become very toxic. Teens (squirrels 
included) shouldn?t have their success 
measured by how well they can 
memorize a sheet of words or solve a 
math problem. That?s just absurd,? he 
said.  

Some faculty think that this is an overall 
win for the school, but others disagree. 
?I hate the squirrels,? said Seth Low, 
Associate Head of School, who 
coincidentally had small scratches all 
over his face. ?I?m scheduled to get 
tested for rabies later this afternoon.? 

As I begin my journey across campus 
toward the Dining Hall, thoughts begin 
to enter my mind about what fine 
cuisine I?ll find today. My mind races 
through the multitude of options that is 
served to the student body. Is it fish? 
Maybe even burgers? Or is it the 
illustrious chicken? 

I rush into the dining hall and quickly 
glance around, but alas, the swarms of 
people surrounding the servery are 
blocking my vision. So I walk around, 
checking out the Nibbler Bar, but it?s 
just baked potatoes for the second time 
that day. I walk up to the other side of 
the severy, and I instantly know why 
people are swarming about. It?s the 
pasta. Oh, the glorious pasta! I quickly 
grab myself a heaping plate full of the 
good stuff and rush to sit down and 
devour the meal that was so perfectly 
prepared.  

Every single day, my experience is 
recreated as I walk in to the Dining Hall 
to see what excellent kind of pasta they 
are serving on that day. They spice up 
the monotonous idea of pasta with 
bombastic new combinations such as 
spaghetti, linguini, ziti, bowties, and 
maybe, if we?re lucky, that swirly pasta.  

The actual pasta itself is nothing to 
scoff at. It?s just your everyday pasta 
that is sold at the grocery store, but 
what makes or (usually) breaks it are 
the choices of toppings and sides served 
alongside the pasta. The staples are the 
industrial-grade marinara sauce that is 
bland as can be and the authentic 
Italian ?parmesan? cheese that has a taste 
so nonexistent one might consider 
water to be more flavorful.  

The only saving grace of the pasta is the 
garlic bread. Whenever the Dining Hall 

serves garlic bread with their pasta, an 
instance that is becoming more and 
more infrequent, it makes it somewhat 
worthwhile to eat the pasta. However, 
the bread is so good that the Dining 
Hall has to restrict it from the students 
except for what feels like only once a 
term.  

The Dining Hall has further enhanced 
the dominance of pasta on the servery?s 
landscape by removing of the cereal bar 
that used to be present at every meal, 
but now is only open at breakfast. The 
cereal bar caused students to skip out 
on eating pasta and instead choose to 
chow down on some Cap?n Crunch or 
Cocoa Puffs, so the Dining Hall did 
what any rational business would do: 
cut the more expensive product and 
mandate the use of the cheaper one.  

The Dining Hall also woefully misuses 

The Nibbler Bar. The Nibbler Bar is a 
station that is supposed to provide us 
with an extra little something to bring 
the whole meal together. However, the 
Nibbler Bar has recently been reduced 
to Pasta Bar #2, with very little variety 
in between.  

Although the quality of the food in the 
Dining Hall has debatably gotten better 
since switching to Flik, the variety has 
suffered. Even if you take out the pasta, 
the Dining Hall?s offerings are still 
pretty repetitive. They have more or less 
the same rotation of entrees every week, 
and it tends to get boring. It?s always 
chicken, pork or fish, except the Dining 
Hall tries to mask the similarity of these 
proteins with varying spices. The 
Dining Hall has fallen victim to the 
vicious cycle of serving the same four 
entrees, which, in my opinion, causes it 
to taste worse in the long run. 

An Ode to Pasta: A Dining Hall Retrospective
      by Wyatt "Unit" Cicarelli '19

Campus Squirrels to Start Paying Tuition Starting 2019
      by Sam Johnson '19

To The Gunnery,

To begin, I have to admit that 
I?m somewhat a rookie on The 
Highlander staff. Nonetheless, 
I wanted to make some 
changes to it. I want to do 
everything within my power 
to make The Highlander a 
more engaging platform for 
every student. That?s why I 
created a section called the 
?low lander.? I first came 
across the title ?low lander? 
when I was reading issues of 
The Highlander from 2000. 
The section included 

editorials about student life 
and I was very intrigued. 

I spoke with Maddie, our 
Editor-in-Chief, and she 
immediately agreed that it?d be 
fantastic to have a section like 
that. The Highlander needs a 
humorous, satirical section 
(think ?The Onion?), so we 
decided to resurrect the low 
lander, and make it a 
permanent feature of The 
Highlander. 

We?d love to accept your 
satirical pieces, whether they 
be Dining Hall food reviews, 
quirky takes on campus events 

or funny quotes you overhear 
in the student center. As long 
as submissions are respectful, 
we want to share them with 
the Gunnery community.

Sincerely,

Editor-in-Chief, Maddie 
Aitken

Managing Editor, Rain Ji

A Guide To Understanding Academic Merit
by Rain Ji '19 

Don?t you just love the moment right 
before Academic Merit comes out? Ms. 
Paulekas has probably given her speech 
about how to confront your teachers 
about your scores, imploring you to ?ask 
what could you do to make it better.? 
The suspense building up to receiving 
an email from Ms. Paulekas---that very 
email decides if you get to hang out 
with your friends in the library for an 
hour or two; or even worse, if you have 
to call off all PO dates because it?s time 
for day time study halls. 

When Academic Merit comes out, do 
you find yourself frustrated because you 
thought you participated a lot, done the 
homework and tried hard but didn?t get 
access to the library for both halves?

If your answer is ?yes? to this question, 
then know that you are not alone. So 

many people around campus share your 
feelings. As a senior, let me disperse the 
myths about what academic merit 
scores (1-7) actually mean. 

Nobody ever receives 7 on their AM 
unless they have Dr. Wojcik or take 
private music lessons. 

A 6 is also not common. If you 
somehow managed to get that, 
congratulations! That means the 
teacher is super impressed by your 
achievements, and you probably talk 
just the right amount in class  to grab 
the attention of your teacher but not 
annoy them. 

5s show that you are excelling. A 5 
means you go to every single extra-help 
session, do every extra credit 
assignment and ask tons of questions 

after you get your tests back, at least 
according to some faculty. If you have a 
hard grader, that?s a 7 for you, pat 
yourself on the back! 

4 is not bad. Don?t be discouraged that 
your friend who takes AP Lang with Dr. 
Benson has a 6. It?s okay. 4s mean that 
you are meeting the expectations: being 
a mediocre student or being a try-hard 
in a tough grader?s class. Hang in there, 
because at least you get to come to the 
library for Karma machine snacks. 

3 can mean couple things. It could 
mean that you forgot to print out your 
paper once, or the paper had coffee 
stain on it. Maybe you showed up late to 
a class because you wanted that second 
round of chicken nuggets on Thursday. 

 2 means that something is seriously not 

right, or maybe your teacher thinks the 
whole thing is on a 1-3 scale. The 
former is more common. Maybe you 
brought food into the class but didn?t 
share it with your neighbors, or you 
were caught online shopping, 
snapchatting or even facetiming 
someone in class. Technology is bad, 
come on, we?ve had at least a dozen 
DOS programmings about that. 

1, just like 7, is extremely rare. I think 
you probably told your teacher 
something along the lines of ?I don?t like 
this class please let me drop out.? Sit in 
your advisor?s office and cry about it, 
then you could switch out. Remember 
to join a private music lesson or the 
band, it always helps. 
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