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On March 22, 2019, Arno 
Michaelis and Pardeep Singh 
Kaleka visited The Gunnery 
to share their stories about 
morally examining their 
behavior and forgiveness. 
Their story revolved around 
a Sikh temple shooting 
committed by a white 
supremacist who was part of 
the same group as Michaelis, 
where Kaleka?s father was 
killed. Kaleka explained how 
the tragedy hurt his family 
and community, but 
explained that progress 
cannot be made if people 
cannot forgive those who try 
to right their wrongs. 
Michaelis explained how he 
fell into a spiral of hate, 
violence and alcohol by 
telling himself that he was a 

superior person. Michaelis 
emphasized the fact that it is 
crucial that people have the 
ability to examine 
themselves and realize that 
what they are doing could be 
wrong. 

Kaleka?s life was turned 
upside down on August 5, 
2012, when a white 
supremacist named Wade 
Michael Page made an 
armed attack on the Sikh 
temple Kaleka was part of in 
Oak Creek, Wisconsin. Page 
fatally shot six people, 
wounded four others, and 
took his own life after being 
pursued by police. Paramjit 
Kaur, Prakash Singh, Sita 
Singh, Ranjit Singh, Suveg 

Singh and Satwant Singh 
Kaleka were killed in the 
shooting. This temple was 
where many members the 
Sikh community of Oak 
Creek spent their lives, and 
its members considered it a 
sanctuary. While the family 
members and loved ones of 
the victims were mourning 
the tragedy and 
contemplating how to 
restore their targeted 
community, a man who was 
affiliated with the shooter 
was contemplating his entire 
life. 

Michaelis was born and 
raised in the most segregated 
city in America: Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Michaelis grew 

Our community is upheld by so 
many amazing faculty and staff, 
some of whom do not get enough 
recognition for their hard work 
and dedication to our school. In 
hopes of bringing to light just a 
sliver of the hard work our 
maintenance staff puts in, I 
interviewed two major members 
of the group; our Director of 
Building and Grounds, Mark 
Showalter, and our Director of 
Housekeeping, Bonnie Hartz. 
Along with working with many 
other dedicated members of our 
community, they both handle a lot 
of the behind-the-scenes work 
that keeps our community going. 

Mr. Showalter has been working at 
The Gunnery since 1984, taking 
after his father who was also in 
charge of running the facilities on 
campus. He lives right here in 
Washington, Connecticut and 
loves his role on campus. He used 
to work at the New Milford 
Highway Department and was 
excited to start his career at The 
Gunnery to work with his hands. 

Mr. Showalter said, ?I had the 
opportunity to learn what I know 
now mostly from right here.? 

He enjoys working with his 
co-workers because the small size 
of their crew gives it a community 
feel, much like we feel with our 
small student and faculty 
communities. On a day to day 
basis, working with around 20 
people, Mr. Showalter is in charge 
of general problem solving on 
campus. During his time here he 
has enjoyed being able to ?help 
The Gunnery and the people here 
grow.? 

Mrs. Hartz is now onto 30 years 
working here at The Gunnery and 
living in Bantam, Connecticut. 
She was drawn to The Gunnery by 
her husband who worked here 
before her, and she now finds 
great pleasure in working with our 
community. Before working here, 
Ms. Hartz worked at a nursing 
home in Litchfield. 
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On April 15, 2019, a major fire erupted at the 
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, France. The 
fire began to spread quickly from the rear of 
the roof, and quickly affected the spire. The 
spire collapsed as a result of the fire, and 
almost the entire roof was damaged. 
Although the exterior of the cathedral 
suffered greatly, the interior of it was kept 
mostly intact. 
Fortunately, Notre Dame?s two famous 
medieval bell towers were not damaged, and 

the world-renowned stained glass rose 
windows were saved.  The Twelve Apostles 
and four New Testament evangelists statues 
also escaped the catastrophe because they 
happened to be in a workshop getting 
repaired.

Local authorities are still in the process of 
investigating the reason of the fire, but they 
have ruled out the possibility of terrorists or 

(Continued on A2)
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      by Harry Sutton '20
(Continued from A1) An Ex-White Supremacist and a Sikh Visit The Gunnery

up in an alcoholic and abusive 
environment, and acted on his home 
life frustrations with violence elsewhere. 
He said that he started out as a school 
bus bully, and continued his life of 
anger and hate to a point of horrible 
violence. He combined this constant 
anger at the world with a mindset that 
sent him down a loathsome path.

Michaelis told himself a mind-plaguing 
story: ?I?m white, so I?m superior.? At 
the age of just 17, Michaelis joined a 
gang of neo-Nazi skinheads. Michaelis 
spent six years in the hate group, and  
described his ordinary day as getting 
ridiculously drunk with his friends and 
going to a neighborhood and attacking 

people unprovoked. 

Michaelis said that near the end of his 
time in the group he started to reflect 
upon his actions and realized that he 
couldn?t continue that way. He was 
hailed as a ?VIP skinhead war-god? and 
?a reverend in a racial holy war,? and he 
knew that he needed to leave this life 
behind to save his daughter and to save 
himself. Michaelis had seen his best 
friends killed and imprisoned, and his 
18-month-old daughter was starting to 
take note of his sickening actions. He 
knew that leaving would convert him 
from an ?Aryan Superman? to a jobless 
single parent with a shameful past, but 
he also knew that perpetuating his 

lifestyle would be wrong.

After much reflection and desperate 
attempts to make up for his horrific 
actions, Michaelis reached out to 
Kaleka, the son of the founder of the 
Sikh temple Page had attacked who was 
killed in the shooting. Michaelis tried to 
make reparations for his doings and 
develop a camaraderie with Kaleka. 

Over time, the two became friends, 
wrote a book called The Gift of Our 
Wounds, founded an organization 
called Serve2Unite, and are visiting as 
many places as they can as they try to 
spread their message of forgiveness and 
progress.

Michaelis and Kaleka taught us that 
people can hurt and torment others, but 
it is possible to return from the darkest 
and worst depths of existence as better 
people. Michaelis represents what it?s 
like to realize that what you?re doing is 
wrong and change yourself based on 
that realization. Since the shooting, 
Michaelis has reassessed himself and 
devoted his life to making sure that 
future generations understand the 
importance of doing what?s morally 
right. As Ms. Schomers always says, 
whether you are leaving a hate group or 
just being aware of your constant 
surroundings, it is a vital skill to know 
how to ?get meta.?

On Wednesday, April 3, the Gunnery 
Troubadours went to a choral workshop 
in New York City with the cast of 
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical. 
The group was led by Mrs. Dayton and 
Ms. Albright, and included John 
Crabtree ?19, Aris Wang ?20, Alex 
Zhang ?20, Yolanda Wang ?21, Drew 

Sutherland ?21, Kyra Briggs ?22 and 
myself. 

When we arrived at the location of the 
workshop, we joined about a hundred 
other high school students sitting 
according to voice part (soprano, alto 
and baritone). We first heard from Ian 

Weinberger, the 
Associate Musical 
Director of Hamilton. 

Weinberger led us in a 
vocal warm up and 
helped us finish the 
Beautiful songs that we 
had been working on, 
which included 
?Wonderful,? 
?Beautiful,? and ?I Feel 
the Earth Move.? Then 
Sara Shepherd, the 
Dance Captain of the 
musical, taught us the 
simple dance moves that 
go with the song 
?Wonderful.?
Students were invited up 

to dance as a group as everyone else 
sang, and from our group, Yolanda went 
up. Then people went up for solos, 
including Alex and Aris. We put the 
whole song together, with 
select students dancing and 
singing solos, and everyone 
else singing in the 
background. 

After we performed for the 
last time, they brought out a 
panel of performers from the 
musical. The panel included 
TyNia Brandon, Stephanie 
Martignetti, Nathan Scherich 
and Ryan Vona, all 
understudies for Beautiful. 
They talked about how they 
had come to work with 
Beautiful and other musicals, 
and we were able to ask 
questions about the musical 
audition world. After the panel, two of 
the men performed a song from 
Beautiful, and then we headed to the 
Sondheim Theatre to see the musical. 
Being in a space with many other 
passionate high school students was 

fascinating and empowering, and it was 
a great experience to be able to meet 
and hear from people involved with 
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical. 

      by Isabel Martin  '20

Troubadours Attend NYC Choral Workshop

Notre Dame Cathedral Hit with Devastating Fire
      by Rain Ji '19

arsonists. As of now, the over 50 
authorities involved with the fire believe 
that it was an accident. 

Notre Dame Cathedral continues to be 
an important symbol to Catholicism. 
With a declining number of practicing 
Catholics in France, some are 
concerned that the significance of the 
building has diminished. But that could 
not be further from the truth. 
Considering the long history of Notre 
Dame and its prominent role in French 

society, the cathedral?s significance goes 
way beyond religion. 

The Notre Dame Cathedral has a long 
history dating back to 1163, when it was 
first constructed. The majority of the 
Cathedral was finished in 1272, and it 
was fully completed by 1345. Notre 
Dame is arguably the most iconic 
landmark in Paris, and is known not 
only for its unique and lavish style but 
also for the organs and bells in the 
structure. The Notre Dame Cathedral 

was also made famous by Hugo?s The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame, which was 
set in the Notre Dame Cathedral and 
brought attention to its gothic 
architecture. 

The French government has already 
initiated a fundraising campaign for the 
rebuilding of Notre Dame Cathedral as 
promised by French President 
Emmanuel Macron. Some of the 
wealthiest French families have pledged 
to donate over 500 million dollars to the 

cause. 

However, the rebuilding is not only 
about physically rebuilding the 
structure of Notre Dame. In recent 
years, French society has been 
increasingly divided between religions 
and ethnicities, and figuring out how to 
reconcile those differences and unite in 
the face of tragedy will be an important 
step forward. 

A Conversation with Mr. Showalter and Mrs. Hartz

Mrs. Hartz is in charge of keeping 
things organized within the 
maintenance crew, and she appreciates 
the small team she works with and the 
many years they have been together at 
The Gunnery together. The stable small 

group  has helped them learn to work 
together and form a cohesive team over 
the years. ?Everyone has been here for a 
very long time which is a credit in itself 
that we do not have a huge turnover,? 
said Mrs. Hartz. 

Both Mr. Showalter and Mrs. Hartz, 
along with their teams, are vital in the 
smooth running of our campus and 
daily lives. The positive changes they 
have instilled on our campus over the 
years have created the warm loving 

feeling we get to experience here at The 
Gunnery every day. 

      by Juliette Gaggini '20
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  A periodical published by The Gunnery, The 
Highlander is dedicated to providing 
information, commentary and entertainment 
to the school community. Articles and 
editorials by the staff reflect the opinions of 
the individual writer on the newspaper staff; 
contributions reflect the opinion of the 
individual contributor. The newspaper does 
not presume to represent the opinions of The 
Gunnery's administration. The Highlander 
seeks to give voice to a broad range of 
perspectives and invites contributions from all 
members of the community. 

   

 
Dear Gunnery community,

We hope that The Highlander can and 
will be a platform for anyone at The Gunnery to 
make their voice heard on any issue, whether it's 
a current world event or the dress code. 
Following last year's revamp of the layout and 
increase in production and distribution, we 
hope to continue improving our newspaper. We 
urge you all to submit articles, creative writing 
pieces, poems, editorials, or any other written 
work, as well as photographs and art pieces. If 
you have an interest in continued contribution, 
we encourage you to join The Highlander as a 
contributing writer (or photographer), which 
you can do by joining the club. 

If you have any questions or work you 
would like to submit, please contact the editors: 
Maddie Aitken '19 (19aitkenm@gunnery.org) 
and Rain Ji '19 (19jiy@gunnery.org.) 

Sincerely,

Maddie and Rain

Did You Know? 
The first picture included in the newspaper was in 
the issue published on December 14th, 1935.

PHOTO and FACT courtesy of Rain Ji '19

Like what you see?                   Join us!
The Highlander is a club as well as a class, and we are 
always looking for new members. Consider joining 
us! We want WRITERS, ARTISTS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS AND GRAPHIC DESIGNERS. 

If you enjoy or are interested in writing, learning 
about people and their stories and/or following 
current events and world affairs, you should consider 
becoming a contributing writer. We also need 
students who like photography, art and graphic 
design. 

Interested students should contact Maddie Aitken '19 
(19aitkenm@gunnery.org) and attend a club meeting.

We meet every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
in Tisch 12.

18 Democrats Already Running for 2020
by Maddie Aitken '19

With President Trump?s term 
approaching its end, many 
Democrats have announced their 
decision to run for president in 
2020. Despite the election still being 
more than a year away, 18 
Democrats have announced their 
bids, and will soon be vying for the 
nomination. 

Big names include Bernie Sanders, 
a Vermont senator who ran in the 
2016 election, but lost the 
Democratic nomination to Hillary 

Clinton; Elizabeth Warren, a 
Massachusetts senator and former 
Harvard professor who came under 
fire earlier this year for a Native 

American controversy; Beto 
O?Rourke, a former Texas 
congressman who ran against 
incumbent Ted Cruz for a Senate 
seat in the 2018 midterms and 

narrowly lost; and Amy Klobuchar, 
a Minnesota senator who became a 
hero to many for her role in the 
questioning of Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh during the confirmation 
hearings, but also has caught media 
attention for once eating salad with 
a comb. 

Bernie Sanders has arguably 
garnered the most public attention 
of any of the candidates, because he 
is so well-known from the 2016 
election. He is also the oldest 
candidate at 77 years old, and he will 
be 79 by the time of the actual 
election, which many people think is 
too old for a president. The oldest 
president ever (in terms of age at 
time of being sworn in) is actually 
President Trump, who was 70 when 
he was sworn in. If Sanders wins the 
presidency, he?ll beat that handily. 

Sanders is also known for being a 
Democratic socialist, a unique 
position that sets him apart from the 
other candidates. In his words, 
?Democratic socialism means that 
we must create an economy that 
works for all, not just the very 
wealthy.? His main beliefs are 
universal healthcare and free, or at 
least less expensive, college. 
Medicare for All is his plan for 
universal healthcare and the College 
For All Act is his proposed bill that 
would pay for tuition at public 
universities for students with yearly 
incomes of $125,000 or less. 

Many of the Democratic hopefuls 
agree with Sanders? opinions on 
universal healthcare and less 
expensive college tuition. Warren, 
along with Kamala Harris, a 
California senator; Cory Booker, a 
New Jersey senator; Kirsten 
Gillibrand, a New York senator; and 
Julian Castro, former mayor of San 
Antonio, Texas, all support Sanders? 
Medicare for All plan. 

Castro has said, if elected, he would 
consider paying for Medicare for All 

by raising taxes on corporations and 
wealthiest ?.05, .5 or 1 percent? of 
Americans. He would also like to 
make the first two years of higher 
education free, although he has no 
formal plan for doing so, and wants 
to establish universal pre-k. These 
ideas are in line with Sanders? other 
signature proposed bill, the College 
For All Act. Warren also supports 
this Act, having backed Sanders 
when he first introduced it in 2017. 

Nearly all the candidates want to 
act on climate change, in various 
ways. Warren supports reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, while 
Klobuchar wants to set specific goals 
for cutting emissions. Gillibrand was 
one of the first supporters of the 
Green New Deal, which O?Rourke is 
also in favor of, and she wants a 
net-zero emissions economy. Castro 
and Klobuchar, along with Pete 
Buttigieg, mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, all plan to rejoin the Paris 
Agreement if elected.

Most of the candidates support 
LGBTQ+ rights; want to remove 
or lessen the American army 
presence in the Middle East; 
plan to enact gun control in some 
form; and want to keep Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrival 
(DACA) and paths to citizenship 
but abolish or at least reform 
Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). 

Gillibrand is big on gun reform. 
According to her campaign website, 
?Kirsten has an ?F? rating from the 
NRA, and she?s proud of it.? And 
O?Rourke, from El Paso, Texas, is a 
staunch supporter of immigration 
rights. He is in favor of the Dream 
Act and paths to citizenship for 
undocumented immigrants. He has 
also called for the closing of private 
immigration detention centers, 
denounced the ?militarization of 
immigration enforcement and 
spoken out against Trump?s wall. 
?We are not safe because of walls but 
in spite of walls,? said O?Rourke.

Booker is currently working on 
marijuana laws in his home state of 
New Jersey, and plans to take things 
to a national level if elected. When 
he announced his candidacy, he said 
he was for ?changing our drug laws, 
ending prohibition against 
marijuana.? He?s also a proponent of 
criminal justice, which O?Rourke 
emphasized in his 2018 campaign, in 
particular on racial and economic 
inequities. 

In addition to the names frequently 
covered in the media, there are a 
number of longshot candidates. 
Politicians running include John 

Delaney, former Maryland 
congressman; Tulsi Gabbard, 
veteran and Hawaii congresswoman; 
John Hickenlooper, former governor 
of Colorado and former mayor of 
Denver; Jay Inslee, governor of 
Washington state and former 
congressman; Wayne Messam, 
mayor of Miramar, Florida; and Tim 
Ryan, Ohio congressman. 
And in addition to the politician 
longshot candidates, there are two 
wildcard candidates. Andrew Yang is 
a former tech executive who is 
running on a proposal to establish a 
universal basic income of $1,000 per 
month, funded by the government, 
for all Americans. Marianne 
Williamson, self-help author and 
new age lecturer, believes, ?We need 
a moral and spiritual awakening in 
the country...Nothing short of that is 
adequate to fundamentally change 
the patterns of our political 
dysfunction.?

The sheer number of candidates 
running - 18 - is high, especially 
because the election is over a year 
away and the number will 
probably continue to grow. The 
number of women running - 6 - is 
also high. 

In 2008, when Barack Obama won 
the Democratic nomination, and 
eventually the presidency, there were 
eight Democratic candidates, and 
only one was a woman, Hillary 
Clinton. In elections 12 years apart, 
the proportion of female candidates 
for the Democratic nomination has 
grown from one-eighth to one-third, 
thus heightening the statistical 
chances of 2020 seeing our first 
female president. 

However, some say the number of 
people running is actually bad, 
because the smaller the size of the 
field, the more likely party elites are 
to rally around one candidate, often 
getting that candidate the 
nomination and sometimes getting 
them elected. 

In the 2016 election, for instance, 
the Democratic establishment did 
this around Clinton, and she won 
the nomination. On the Republican 
side in 2016, there were 17 
candidates, and this high number 
meant the Republicans didn?t unite 
over one candidate, which is 
arguably the reason Trump was able 
to secure the nomination. 

At the same time, the large 
candidate pool has opened 
opportunities for women and people 
of color in a race that has historically 
been dominated by white men, 
which will hopefully lead to the 
opening of opportunities for these 
minorities to serve in office. 
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by Dan Zajkowski '21

Spring Sports Off to a Positive Start

Boys Varsity Lacrosse is looking for a big season, especially with a handful of 
new older players who will look to help guide the team and continue in the right 
direction towards playoffs in the 2019 season. Cody Sipher ?19, a Saint 
Lawrence University commit and a Canton, New York native will look to take 
charge this year along with Jared Rainville ?19, who is committed to 
Connecticut College. Jared is a multi-year veteran who enters his final season 
with The Gunnery and looks to be a key contributor this spring. Matthew Lee 
?19 is a first year senior who announced his commitment to High Point 
University in the fall and alongside Cody and Jared, looks to be another big 
factor for the lacrosse team. The team will be led by Mr. Marich as they look for 
another championship this spring. 

The Girls Varsity Lacrosse team is led by returning coach, Ms. Paulekas, in 
addition to Ms. Abelson and an outside coach, Riley Loomis. Ms. Paulekas has 
set goals for the team that include working hard and getting better everyday, as 
well as improving on and off the field. The team looks ready for a promising 
2019 season under Ms. Paulekas with the leadership of many upperclassmen. 

The Girls Varsity Tennis team consists of 12 players, five 
of which are seniors. Led by Maria Lombardi, an outside 
coach, and Ms. Hart, the team looks to succeed in a 
highly competitive conference once again this spring. 
Coming off a strong end to the season last year, the girls 
are hoping to build on that success, especially with 
nearly half the team being seniors. 

Boys Varsity Tennis, led by Mr. Clemente, is hoping to 
rebound this spring. Like Girls Tennis, they have five 
seniors on the team this year. Mr. Clemente is entering 
his third year coaching, and his goals include having 
each player improve every day, become close as a group 
and be great teammates. 

The Boys Varsity Baseball team has a long 
history of success and it doesn?t look like 
that will stop anytime soon. Led by 
veteran coach Mr. Trundy, the team 
returns a handful of returning key players. 
Garrett Coe ?19, who announced his 
commitment to continue to study and play 
baseball at the University of Connecticut 
in January returns this year looking to 
anchor the team on the mound and is 
primed for a great senior season. Robert 
Taylor ?19, who will play baseball at the 
University of New Haven next year, looks to lead once again this spring in the outfield 
and at the plate as well. The group is looking to add to the history of success this spring.

Head Coach Ms. Ruscz and Assistant Coach Mrs. Croft look to guide the Varsity Softball 
team to a strong season this year. 15 girls make up the roster, with five seniors lead the 
way, including captains Lauren Burkhart ?19 and Katie Broccoli ?19. They look to guide 
the team to success during these upcoming weeks. Big games such as those against 
Canterbury and Millbrook will help determine where the team sits playoff-wise, which 
would begin on May 18.

Co-Ed Varsity Ultimate Frisbee carries 28 members, many of which 
are new to the program. The team looks to defend their two 
back-to-back state titles this spring with help of returning key players 
such as Harry Sutton ?20 and Ali Noeding ?19. Ms. Giroux and Ms. 
Rimany are hoping to help guide the team to a third straight state 
championship come the end of May.

Varsity Golf, coached by Mr. McMann, is looking for a big spring 
again this year. Key returners include Hunter Kolpak ?20, Jack Gleason 
?21 and Erik Gustafson ?21, but there are also many new faces like 
Corinne Bolding ?20, Case Kantgias ?19, and Robert Cronin ?19. 

Boys Varsity Crew is led by Mr. Turner, with Mr. Visentin alongside as 
well. With a roster of 18 students, including 8 seniors, the team is 
looking forward to a big season, especially because they also have 
many talented underclassmen. Their ultimate goal is to qualify again 
for the New England Interscholastic Rowing Championships 
(NEIRAs) on Saturday, May 25 in Worcester, Massachusetts.

Girls Varsity Crew, led by Mr. Poole, also has an end goal of qualifying 
for NEIRAs. The girls have a roster of 22 students, four of which are 
seniors who hold high expectations for the team these next couple of 
months. Many key races are upon them, such as ones against 
Canterbury School, Deerfield Academy, and Choate Rosemary Hall. 

PHOTOs courtesy of Phil Dutton and Sofia Trotta '19.
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William ?Rick? Singer might not have 
been a familiar name to anyone months 
ago, but he is now the center of the 
biggest college admission scam in the 
country, which was successfully 
uncovered by Operation Varsity Blue 
on March 12, 2019. 

Rick Singer, along with famous 
business leaders and Hollywood 
actresses, were part of ?the largest 
college scam ever,? as the Department 
of Justice called it. According to federal 
authorities, Singer used funding from 
parents to bribe athletic coaches, an 
athletic administrator and others to 
secure admission for applicants to 
some of the most selective universities 
in United States. Schools involved 
include Stanford, Yale, UCLA, Wake 
Forest University, and USC, although 
schools were not accused of any 
wrongdoings. 

According to The Key, Rick Singer?s 
company, he wants to help others 
during the admission process because 
?he has seen the stress that the college 
admissions process can put on a 
family.? The Key, according to him, 
?provides one-on-one support for 
students to help them design and 
ultimately realize a life plan.? Although 
this company seems to advertise itself 
as a life coaching company that helps 
young teens to find their passions and 
pursue them, the reality is much uglier. 

Parents gave money to ?Key Worldwide 
Foundation,? a charity organization 
used to avoid taxation, and the money 
ended up in the hands of coaches, 
administrators and Singer. The scams 
usually involved either a college 
entrance exam (SAT/ACT) cheating 
scheme or a college recruitment 
scheme. For SAT/ACT cheating 
schemes, standardized test supervisors 
would help kid cheats during exams, or 
kids might fake a learning disability in 
order to receive extra time on the test. 
In college recruitment schemes, 
coaches accepted photoshopped 
pictures that made kids look like varsity 
athletes. According to an investigation 
document, Singer called a parent saying 
?We [The Key] help the wealthiest 
families in the U.S. get their kids into 
school.?

These schemes were expensive. The 
New York Times noted that parents 
paid 1.2 million dollars to send their 
daughter into Yale as a soccer star, 
although she does not play soccer at all; 
other parents paid at least 50,000 
dollars so their son could take the SAT 
with a conspiring supervisor and extra 
time; a third set of parents paid 200,000 
dollars to make sure their daughter got 
into USC as a rowing athlete. Evident 
from the high price tag, these parents 
are all elites: television star Lori 
Loughlin, fashion designer Mossimo 
Giannulli, actress Felicity Huffman and 
other successful business leaders. In 
total, from 2011 to 2018, 25 million 

dollars were paid to Singer in order to 
fraud college admissions. 

The victims of this scandal are clearly 
the hard-working students who were 
not accepted at top colleges because 
their spots were taken by less qualified 
students who literally bought their way 
in. Every time the former Yale soccer 
coach Rudy Meredith accepts a bribery, 
an honest and qualified student who 
comes from a less-privileged 
background might be rejected because 
his or her place is taken. Unfortunately, 
what this scandal revealed is only a part 
of how the college admission process 
favors the elite. 

In many cases, parents don?t have to rig 
the process and get caught by federal 
agents to send their children to top 
universities. For instance, legacy 
admission, which often 
disproportionately favors wealthy 
students, is a common practice at many 
top universities. According to a survey 
that was sent to all the incoming 
members of the class of 2022 during the 
summer at Harvard University, 14 
percent of the class is made up of legacy 
students. They can afford expensive 
private institutions or top public 
schools in fancy neighborhoods, which 
often leads to better college 
matriculation; they can hire test prep 
tutors and buy test prep books, which 
help their children receive better scores 
on the SAT and ACT; and they send 
their kids to different summer camps 

and on volunteer trips, which show 
their unique academic or social 
passion. These actions aren't illegal, but 
they still create advantages for the 
wealthy.

The truth is, in comparison with 
applicants from certain public high 
schools, we as students at The Gunnery 
already have significant advantages in 
the college process. The Gunnery offers 
many AP and honors courses, and also 
has a college counseling office that 
gives each student individual attention. 
We have a long history of sending 
students to selective universities all 
over the country.

Let?s recognize our privileges. At the 
same time, please know that you can 
make the process a bit fairer by simply  
not taking any shortcut. We can choose 
to not cheat during SAT/ACT, we can 
choose to not make up experiences to 
fill the activity list, and most 
importantly, we can choose to be 
honest during this entire process and 
lay bare our vulnerabilities. Although 
no one knows what?s behind your 
admission decision, hard work or cash, 
your integrity in the process will 
nevertheless give you strength in the 
future. Standardized testing, GPA, 
extra-curriculars, leadership roles, and 
essay-writing are difficult, stressful and 
overwhelming, but that should never 
be the reason to give up your integrity 
and find the easy way out.  

Hard Work or Hard Cash? The Injustices of the College Admissions Scandal
      by Rain Ji '19

French Yellow Vests Movement Takes Anti-Semitic Turn
      by Juliette Gaggini '20

Back in January I wrote an article about 
the French Movement des Gilets Jaunes, 
or the Yellow Vests Movement. This 
movement started when French 
President Emmanuel Macron hiked up 
fuel taxes in November of 2018. Macron 
has continued to announce further tax 
price rises in hopes of combating 
climate change, which led to increased 
anger with yellow vest supporters. 

Since the start of the movement, the 
goals of the protesters have shifted and 
created a greater divergence throughout 
France. The original protesters of the 
Movement des Gilets Jaunes advocated 
against the raise in fuel prices, wearing 
the fluorescent yellow safety vests that 
are required by French law for all 
motorists to carry. There have been a 
steady decrease of protesters, though 
many still fighting have been reaching 

extreme measures to get their point 
across to the French government. 

Various violent outbursts have 
occurred, especially in the busy streets 
of Paris, with demonstrations involving 
torching of local businesses and banks. 
Supporters of these hate crimes wish to 
overthrow big businesses, banks and 
Zionist powers.  Since the start of the 
movement there have been extremists 
who protested violently, which skewed 
the views of many French citizens and 
kept them away from the movement. 

As the movement has progressed, 
demonstrators have gotten more violent 
and demanding, with hints of 
antisemitism in their demonstrations. 
France, home to the largest population 
of Jewish in Europe, has seen an 

estimated 74 percent rise in 
anti-Semitic acts in the past year. 

Although these few violent, 
anti-Semitic, racist and homophobic 
demonstrators do not represent the 
majority of the people advocating for 
the yellow vest movement, they have 
created a bad image for the movement 
and caused a major loss of supporters 
from the original movement. The 
movement itself is rooted in fuel prices 
and disagreement with government 
funding, but has evolved into an outlet 
for anti-Semitic people to voice their 
opinions. 

One popular demonstration of anti 
semitism within the movement has 
been the usage of the quenelle. The 
quenelle is a gesture that was started by 

a French comedian many years ago, 
serving as a symbol of hailing Hitler 
with a half arm raise. This anti-Semitic 
hymn has driven many original 
supporters far away and has created 
tensions within the nation. 

Although the original goal of the yellow 
vests movement was to retaliate against 
the raised fuel tax, some of the people 
involved with the movement have 
changed its purpose. With some 
instilling fear in their own nation, the 
movement has taken its toll on major 
cities and demanded their wants be 
met. Many demonstrators continue to 
fight on against the raise in fuel prices 
as they rely on their cars, but the overall 
outlook on the movement has 
completely shifted.         

Disparities Over Jamal Khashoggi's Death
by Harry Sutton '20

On October 2, 2018, Washington Post 
journalist and Saudi Arabian native, 
Jamal Khashoggi, entered the Saudi 
Arabian Embassy in Turkey and never 
came out. Khashoggi was a famous 
journalist for many years, working in 
Saudi Arabia from 1983 to 2003, and 
then again from 2007 to 2010. He 
worked for publications including Al 
Watan, Saudi Gazette, Al Madina, Arab 
News and Okaz. Khashoggi was exiled 
from Saudi Arabian news in 2003, when 

he allowed a columnist to criticize a 
highly regarded Saudi scholar, Ibn 
Taymiyya. Khashoggi was relocated to 
London, but in 2007, Al Watan 
employed him again as Editor-in-Chief. 
In 2010, Khashoggi was forced to resign 
yet again, due to displeasure from 
higher-ups after articles were published 
criticizing the Kingdom?s harsh Islamic 
rules. 

In September 2017, Khashoggi moved 

to the United States and began writing 
for the Washington Post. During his 
time with the Post, Khashoggi wrote 
articles criticizing Saudi Arabia?s 
blockade against Qatar, their dispute 
with Lebanon, their dispute with 
Canada and the arrest of women?s rights 
activist, Loujain al-Hathloul. The 
Spectator called Khashoggi the most 
famous political pundit in the Arab 
world, appearing frequently on 
significant British and American news 

channels. 

In 2018, Khashoggi created a political 
party called Democracy for the Arab 
World Now, posing a threat to the royal 
Arab crown and causing political 
uproar. Khashoggi?s clear opposition of 
the political structure and many of the 
political choices of the Saudi 
government made him an enemy of the 
nation, which lead to his disappearance 
in October 2018 at the Saudi embassy. 
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No words can describe the lump 
in my chest when we heard the 
gunshots on the news. Nothing 
can portray the intense pain and 
emotions that imprisoned our 
community in South Florida on 
February 14, 2018. That was the 
day of the Stoneman Douglas 
High School shooting in 
Parkland, Florida, when Nikolas 
Cruz killed 17 students and staff 
members and injured 17 others.

These 17 students and teachers 
that were shot dead were once our 
friends and our neighbors, and 
the shooting left mental and 
emotional scars on all of us. As I 
mourned, many young activists 
and I got together, knowing that 
we had to take action. I believe 
that carrying on the legacies of 
those who lost their lives will help 
bring peace and awareness to the 
severity of the shooting. I made it 
my duty to share their stories, 
because I could never live to see 
my friends? short lives become 
mindless statistics of the tragedy. 
Each time I speak their names a 
shiver runs through my spine. 
Each victim deserves recognition 

and respect to honor their 
potential, their bravery and their 
beautiful lives. Although I did not 
know everyone who lost their 
lives in the Parkland shooting, I 
wish to honor both those I did 
know and those I never got the 
opportunity to become friends 
with.

Jaime Guttenberg, 14, who was a 
fun, loving and energetic friend 
with the best laugh.

Alyssa Alhadef, 14, who was an 
amazingly sweet person and a 
talented soccer player. 

Luke Hoyer, 15, who was smart 
and a great friend with a 
brightening smile. 

Gina Montalto, 14, who was an 
artist with the most fun and 
bubbly personality. 

Martin Duque Anguiano, 14, who 
was shy but would always make 
people laugh. 

Cara Loughran, 14, who was full 
of life and happiness. 

Alaina Petty, 14, who had the 
biggest heart and spent her time 
helping others. 

Alex Schachter, 14, who was 
extremely talented, devoted to his 
music and confident. 

Peter Wang, 15, who should 
forever be remembered as a hero, 
because he was shot while helping 
his classmates get to safety. 

Carmen Schentrup, 16, who was 
not only ambitious but intelligent, 
and also very loved.

Helena Ramsay, 17, who was 
quietly brilliant, extremely 
thoughtful and made people 
smile. 

Meadow Pollack, 18, who was 
always fun and cheerful and the 
sort of person everyone likes to be 
around.

Joaquin Oliver, 17, who was 
extremely charismatic. 

Nicholas Dworet, 17, who had 
endless potential and showed 
kindness in his short life. 

Aaron Feis, 37, who acted as a 
hero by sacrificing himself so his 
students could live. Mr. Feis 
embodied what it means to be a 
coach and teacher by working 
hard, making everyone laugh and 
putting himself second.

Scott Beigel, 35, who was an 
influential geography teacher and 
saved one of his student?s lives by 
putting his own at risk. 

Chris Hixon, 49, who was a 
veteran and the athletic director 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas. He 
loved his job and his students, his 
country and his family.

As a community, we staged school 
walkouts, marches to our city hall 
and fundraisers. Despite my 
outward efforts, it remained 
intractable to eat, sleep and stop 
crying even months later. People 
from around the globe were 
sending us thoughts and prayers, 
but they did not bring back the 
people I lost, nor did they change 
the daily danger of going to 
school each day.  Now, at my new 
school and in my new 
community, I want us all to get 
involved in our safety as students. 
Regardless of political views, I 
assume we can all agree that 
action needs to be taken so we can 
avoid hearing this story again. 
Our voices need to be heard.

A Year Since Parkland 
      by Andi Bettinger '21

On March 15, there were two 
consecutive shootings at two different 
mosques in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, that resulted in 50 deaths and 
50 injuries. The attacks began at the Al 
Noor Mosque, in the suburb of 
Riccarton, and then continued at the 
Linwood Islamic Center. 

The shooter was a 28-year-old 
Australian man named Brenton 
Tarrant, who is a white supremacist and 
a member of the alt-right, as well as a 
self-described eco-fascist and 
ethnonationalist. 

The shootings have been determined to 
be terrorist attacks, and Tarrant?s acts 
were extremely calculated. He wrote a 
sort of manifesto, which he posted on 
social media shortly before the attacks, 
describing his far-right and white 
nationalistic views. It also praises 
Dylann Roof, who attacked a 
historically black church in Charleston, 
South Carolina, in 2015, and Anders 
Breivik, who killed dozens of young 
people at a summer camp in Norway in 
2011. Tarrant wanted to publicize his 
manifesto, using the attack to gain 
international attention. He also live 
streamed the first attack on Facebook 
Live. 

These attacks were obviously 
devastating for those with personal 
connections to the victims, but they 
rocked the country as a whole and 
caused gun control to become a 
priority. Historically, New Zealand has 
been a fairly nonviolent country, with 

no real need for limited gun access, but 
this changed everything. Almost 
immediately after the attacks, Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern called for fast 
gun reform.?The clear lesson from 
history around the world is that to 
make our community safer, the time to 
act is now,? said Ardern, just three days 
after the shooting. And soon after that, 
New Zealand?s Parliament voted 119-1 
to ban most semiautomatic weapons 
and assault rifles.

Most of the New Zealand public is in 
support of the speedy gun action. Sara 
Noble, a lifelong New Zealand resident 
who was not personally affected by the 
shootings but felt the effects 
nonetheless, said, ?Yes, it was absolutely 
right to change the gun laws. The 
sooner the better...I think most New 
Zealanders were unaware that it was 
even possible to own automatic 
weapons or assault rifles in New 
Zealand. And we didn?t know how easy 
it was to buy guns in general.? 

She explained that just days after the 
shooting and Ardern?s announcement 
that they would be banning assault 
weapons, people voluntarily started 
handing in their guns to the police 
without even being asked. ?There is 
almost unanimous support for making 
all of this stricter. It?s a ?no-brainer?.?

Although New Zealand has been a 
historically nonviolent country known 
to be mostly peaceful, there were a few 
factors at work that led to such a deadly 
attack. There has been an increasing 

sense of xenophobia across the country. 
?Inequality, homelessness and 
incarceration? rates are going up, 
according to Noble, and this has caused 
the ?well-being of the population to be 
very fragile.?

Noble, who has lived in New Zealand 
her whole life, says there has been a 
change in New Zealanders? widely-held 
beliefs. ?I was brought up in a New 
Zealand that understood that people 
were not born into equal circumstances 
and, in the interests of fairness, some 
people needed and deserved 
government help. Now the dominant 
belief is that if people are poor or 
disadvantaged in any way it is because 
they have made bad choices or worse, 
that they are just inferior, and it would 
be unfair to penalise those who are 
successful (through tax) to help them.?

The predominant race in New Zealand 
is white, with 74 percent of the 
population being of European descent. 
The indigenous people of New Zealand, 
called Maoris, are fairly present, 
making up 14.9 percent of the 
population, and immigrant Asians and 
non-Maori Pacific Islanders collectively 
make up another 19.2 percent of the 
population. 

Recently, Noble said, there have been 
increasing tensions between different 
kinds of people - partially between 
people of different races and ethnicities 
and partially between people of 
different social classes. ?The neo-liberal 
policies of the last 40 years have turned 

our egalitarian country into one of the 
most unequal societies in the western 
world...A country rife with division, 
distress, poverty, violence and mental 
illness. Miserable people being told to 
be angry, hate and blame others for 
their misery rather than identify and 
change the structural forces that create 
the circumstances they suffer.?

Noble says these shifting views, which, 
to some extent, mirror the views of 
some Americans, have contributed to 
an increasing sense of white 
nationalism, which was Tarrant?s 
motivation for the attack. And the 
attack, to some extent, mirrors the 
attacks that we?ve been experiencing in 
the U.S. in recent years. 

The disparity between New Zealand 
and the U.S., however, is the way the 
countries have handled the aftermath of 
violent attacks. Gun control was at the 
top of New Zealanders? minds and 
agendas after one attack, and they acted 
immediately. In the U.S., on the other 
hand, we?ve had numerous mass 
shootings that haven?t resulted in any 
real change. Attacks like this one have 
become almost commonplace in the 
states, which can make people numb to 
their effects. 

Regardless of political beliefs, it?s safe to 
say no one wants to see innocent people 
die. New Zealand did the right thing by 
jumping into action, and they should 
serve as a reminder and a role model 
for the rest of the world. 

by Maddie Aitken '19
Mass Shooting in New Zealand Leads to Immediate Gun Reform
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Leinad stayed in bed all day, lost in his 
thoughts. If his mom saw him like this, 
she would frown and speak in a sharp 
voice. ?You are wasting your life. Do 
something! You don?t have that much 
time before college. You can do 
whatever you want after you find a job. 
But this five years. You don?t have time 
to waste! How many times have I told 
you this? Yeah, you just sit there and 
listen, but never follow what I say...?

Leinad describes his mom as a clock, a 
wooden, old fashioned pendulum wall 
clock made by Tiffany & Co. Well, at 
least that?s what she thinks she is: the 
person who does everything on time. 

When they walk together outside, she 
always steps big steps forward, too fast, 
like a New Yorker stepping off a noisy, 
broken down subway into a noisy, 
garbage-filled street. Leinad often falls 
behind because he thinks there 
shouldn?t be much hurry in life, and if 
you walk too fast, you wouldn?t know 
the joy of walking slowly. So he strolls 
along five steps behind her, looking at 
the hurried shadows of people with 
disdained eyes. 
Once in a while, Leinad jogs to catch up 
with her. So, he walks, he jogs, slows 
down and jogs again, almost rhythmic 
like a stream slowed by a dark rock 
before it continues on its delightful 
adventure again. Mom gives him 
glances occasionally to see if he is 

following along. When she turns her 
head, her hair flows to the right and she 
looks at Leinad with tired eyes. Or a 
better metaphor is she is like a lamp, 
either on or off. She is only off when 
she?s asleep. At other times, she is always 
on, always hustling. Sitting in a outdoor 
chair, watching the leaves fly off the 
branches and enjoying a cool breeze 
must be something that is unimaginable 
for her.

The sun came in from the left window 
and went out to the balcony on the 
right. Leinad sighed with a little 
disappointment that he wasted a day.

His mind is so funny. He is so easily 
distracted, and he gets confused and 
twisted. He almost needs the 
stubbornness of a middle-aged man 
who has owned a newspaper stall for 15 
years.

I don?t know how he did it, but he 
suddenly convinced himself that it is 
the school that caused his suffering. His 
wavering eyes fixed. It?s all the school?s 
doing. All this talk on listening to the 
opposite idea before making your own 
judgements, all these American history 
papers when he really doesn?t care if 
America disappears tomorrow, all these 
integrals and areas under the curves - it 
would be a surprise if he can use this in 
real life, all these things he hates. What 
are they doing to you? They are playing 

a game where if you follow their rules 
and put effort to study the useless stuff, 
you will get a good score. A good score 
puts a good smile on mom?s face. A 
good smile drives her yellings and 
scoldings away.

 

He took out his photo from his drawer. 
It was a pretty good picture. A child 
laughing, in a thick coat, reaching out 
his hand with a peace sign. He vaguely 
remembers the time he was little. They 
played soccer in break time between the 
classes. There was a tall, dark-skinned 
kid who brought dried tofu and dried 
little fish for he and his classmates to 
snack on. Anyhow, his past good time 
seems to be unreachable behind a 
golden fog.

His past is not as good as he thinks it is, 
but he glorifies it, thinking he was a 
little purple wild flower having the 
gayest time.

His thoughts went on, thinking about 
how much he despises scholars. These 
?intelligent? people who use big words 
and long sentences to describe art, 
when they don?t really appreciate the 
artwork with their eyes, disgust him. 
They spend hours and hours in a 
suffocatingly quiet library, wasting so 
much time and effort on something that 
would ?contribute to humanity.? Find a 
girlfriend, get yourself some dinner 

with friends and stop being such a nerd. 
He thinks that if he keeps following 
what the school tells him, he will be just 
like one of these people and waste his 
life away.

The life, in contrast, seems like a luring, 
fantastic journey of a shooting star, 
attracting him like a magnet.

The excessive amount of thinking 
excites and suffocates him. He wants to 
pursue his freedom in this system of 
modern slavery, run away. It might 
seem sudden to you, but for Leinad it 
feels like a light year. Vienna, to 
Vienna...

Why Vienna? Is he running away? Yes, 
he is running away. Vienna, there?s no 
reason for it; it?s the first place that came 
to his mind.

His mind is now clear and straight. 
Mom?s purse is on the table, reflecting 
the radiance of a sinking sun. He found 
his feet once again on the cold, wooden 
floor. He blinked once, and was 
surprised that his hand was already 
unzipping the purse. The zipper made a 
loud noise, almost too loud. The 
moment the zipper reaches the opposite 
side, he knows what to do. Take the 
money, buy himself a ticket, say 
goodbye to his town, and fly to Vienna.

On October 2, 2018, Khashoggi entered 
the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul at 
around 1 p.m.Video evidence showed 
Khashoggi entering the consulate, but 
after he did not emerge by 5 p.m., his 
fiancé, Hatice Cengiz, reported his 
disappearance to the police. Saudi 
Arabia?s ambassador to Turkey stated 
that Khashoggi left the consulate 
shortly after his entrance, but on 
October 6, Turkish investigators 
concluded that Khashoggi was 
murdered by a 15-member team of 
Saudi agents. 

Despite forensics, Turkish 
investigations and hundreds of 
publications pointing the blame 
towards a conspiracy in the Saudi 
consulate, President Trump told 
reporters that it could have been ?rogue 
killers? who murdered Khashoggi 
inside the consulate. Later that day, 
Turkish investigators were allowed into 
the Saudi consulate, five Saudi top 
officials were fired, and 18 others were 
arrested after declaring that Khashoggi 
was killed in a fistfight. On the 25th, 
Saudi authorities state that he was 
killed premeditatively. The belief is that 
Khashoggi was strangled,and his body 

was destroyed in acid.
Turkish president Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan stated that the order to kill 
Khashoggi ?came from the highest 
levels of the Saudi government.?  
Khashoggi had an undeniably rough 
past with the Saudi government, and, 
following Khashoggi?s disappearance, 
The Washington Post shined a light on 
an extensive history of the Saudi 
government attempting to silence its 
opponents. 

Saudi Arabia?s public prosecutor 
indicted 11 people on November 15, 
but the United States imposed sanctions 
on 17 Saudis allegedly involved in the 
murder. The Treasury Department 
stated that the 17 ?targeted and brutally 
killed a journalist.? Senators later 
discovered major involvement of 
Mohammad bin Salman, and despite 
defense from President Trump, the 
Senate voted to condemn bin Salman 
on December 13. On February 7, the 
UN stated its belief that Khashoggi?s 
death was a government plot. Many say 
that the United States did not take 
enough action against the wrongdoings 
of the Saudis, and a group of senators 
introduced a plan to increase 

congressional oversight and suspend 
U.S. weapon sales to Saudi Arabia. 
While the UN, the U.S. Senate, Turkish 
investigators and government, and 
numerous global publications claim 
that bin Salman and the Saudi 
government were responsible for 
Khashoggi?s premeditated murder, 
Mohammad has denied any 
involvement. 

On April 1, it was discovered that 
Khashoggi?s children had received 
million-dollar homes in Saudi Arabia as 
well as monthly five-figure payments as 
clear and direct compensation for 
Khashoggi?s death. Saudi officials are 
admitting to these payments, but they 
are still not taking responsibility for the 
killing. While all fingers are pointed at 
the Saudi government, many nations 
are hesitant to persecute Mohammad 
and the government for their 
wrongdoings, as their exports are 
globally crucial to the economy, and 
Saudi trade is important for many 
nations. 

Khashoggi?s assassination was a 
highly-publicized and horrible 
occurrence of a crime that takes places 

far too frequently, and not only in Saudi 
Arabia. His death has shed light on a 
historical and terrible truth; when a 
journalist puts pen to paper, they risk 
their career and their lives, and it is 
made extremely difficult to have an 
opinion in nations where free speech is 
denied. Journalists? fears are not simply 
that people will disagree with them or 
combat their points, but that their lives 
will be put at stake when they make 
their voices heard. Saudi Arabia, and 
many other nations around the world; 
including the United States, have 
histories of muzzling opinions that 
oppose the government, and journalists 
are frequently harmed, threatened, or 
killed for simply having an opinion. 

Khashoggi?s death shows the atrocity of 
oppression of free speech and press 
throughout the world. We were all 
robbed of a perpetuant of free speech 
and a talented reporter, at the hands of  
a corrupt government who harms its 
non-violent enemies. Due to Saudi 
Arabia?s high economic stature, nations 
are afraid to end ties in the Middle East, 
and bin Salman has not been forced to 
take responsibility for his offense. 

Disparties Over Jamal Khashoggi's Death 
by Harry Sutton '20

Literary Supplement
by Daniel Wang '20
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I LLUSTRATI ON courtesy of Jasmine Tian '19.My Experience at the Connecticut All State Honors Chorus
by Drew Sutherland '21 

I need your health form or you?re out of 
here in an hour.? Those were the first 
words said to me when rehearsal started 
on Thursday morning by one of the 
people in charge of the festival. I?ll call 
him Nice Guy, since he kept repeating 
the phrase, ?But I?m a nice guy!? during 
his half hour lecture when we first 
arrived, in between yelling at us about 
what rules kids have broken in the past, 
including ordering an extra bed to a 
room that had four people and two 
beds. On that topic, my room luckily 
had only three people rather than the 
usual four, one of which spent the whole 
doing calculus and physics homework, 
rather than rehearsing. I had to sleep on 
a chair, with my feet up on a large pile 
of pillows. It was quite an amusing 
sight. 

This was my second All State 
experience, the first of which was much 
better for various reasons, which I will 
get to later on. Anyway, back to this 
one. The grudge I had against Nice Guy 
grew exponentially as the experience 
went on. I later found out that I was not 
the only one to dislike him, as various 
memes were made about him and 
posted on an All State Snapchat story. 
The one that got the most attention was 
a picture of Nice Guy with a very 
inappropriate caption I am not even 
going to mention because it would get 
me sent to DOS if it were printed. The 
kid who posted that later got sent home, 
and I later found out, is also being sued, 
if that email I ?accidentally? saw was 
correct. After finding out that a mistake 
was made, I was luckily able to stay! 

The general idea of the All State festival 
is the 530 best musicians, and maybe 
some kids who got in because their 
directors ran it, rehearsing for upwards 
of seven hours a day for three days, 
culminating a final concert. In this 

concert, the Orchestra, Band, Jazz Band, 
Mixed Choir and Treble Choir all 
perform roughly five pieces. I was a 
member of the Mixed Choir, which had 
both girls and boys. The Orchestra and 
Band performed after us, and I was 
hungry, so I had my parents get me out 
of there as quickly as possible so A) I 
could get back to school on time and B) 
the state wouldn?t realize that I had 
?permanently borrowed? the music. 

Now I?ll explain last year, and make a 
Venn Diagram comparing the years if I 
can figure out how. Update: I did not 
figure out how to create a Venn 
Diagram. I?ll begin with context: last 
year, I went to two schools, a normal 
and boring public school, and ACES 
ECA in the afternoon. Everyday, I 
would leave school at noon and have an 
unmarked white van drive me an hour 
to the Yale campus, where ECA was 
located. ECA stands for the Educational 
Center for the Arts, and has a large 
number of students who all love theatre, 
dance, music, painting or writing. Every 
afternoon, all of us would take classes 
for three hours on our interests. I 
auditioned and, not meaning to flex, 
received the highest score in the region 
for my voice part. Only me and two 
other vocalists made it to All States 
from ECA last year, but a large number 
made it from my public school.

On the first day last year, I introduced 
them all and all of us had an amazing 
time. Though the first night, the boy 
from my school, let?s call him Avaz, 
began to flirt with two girls and invited 
them to our table. Everyone was mad at 
him for the rest of the weekend, because 
these girls only talked about the 
weirdest things, things I don?t want to 
repeat, or even think about for that 
matter. This year, I saw one of the girls, 
and pretended I didn?t recognize her. I 

did not want to deal with that agony 
again. Avaz had graduated, but the 
other kids that were there last year 
recognized her too, and then began to 
start blaming ME for the whole affair. It 
was his fault, he was the one flirting 
with them. Well, mostly him. 

Every night of last year, they would host 
a special event. These were fun, like 
watching a movie, or having the 
UCONN Jazz Band come, and having 
all 530 kids dancing uncontrollably. 
This year, the events were still 
interesting, but nowhere near as fun. A 
group called Project Trio performed, 
they were good. The flutist was 
amazing, as he would be playing the 
flute with only one hand perfectly?  
while beatboxing! That had me 
astounded. The next night, another jazz 
group from UCONN performed, but 
sadly, we were forced to stay sitting in 
our assigned seats. The person sitting 
next to me thought it would be funny to 
dance in his chair, and clap at random 
points during the songs. After every 
clap, there would be a flurry of ?shhh? 
flying towards him. He, of course, 
would then point at me. I love 
teenagers! 

Back to my group. We performed five 
pieces in the concert. An Italian 
Madrigal (Troubadours Vocab!) about a 
swan dying, a song from a musical that 
we world premiered, a Psalm translated 
into German, a gospel piece and an 
arrangement of Pure Imagination from 
Willy Wonka.  

Our director was extremely full of 
herself. Four out of the five songs had 
her name on them in one way or 
another, whether she ?edited? it, or it 
was written for her. To give an example, 
in a single hour, she told us that she 

performed for Prince Charles not once, 
not twice, not three times, but four 
times. It was very common for her to 
stop rehearsal and talk about her father 
who was an Olympic silver medalist, or 
her son who apparently has the ?most 
interesting brain in the entire world.? 
She said that. Multiple times. Per day. 

She also had very strong opinions, one 
of which I was personally offended by. 
She went on a five minute rant about 
how awful Anglicans are. I am an 
Anglican, and was quite offended by her 
statement that they ?have no muscles in 
their arms? and that she assumes ?some 
of them are okay.? 

Another interesting experience was that 
the person I was standing next to fell 
asleep standing. I had to catch his music 
when he dropped it. The absolute worst 
part of the whole festival, though, was 
that my name tag said my name, 
Andrew, on it. Anyone who knows me 
well knows that I do not like to be called 
Andrew and much prefer Drew. So 
when everyone was out there calling me 
Andrew, I was not happy. 

Despite the sarcastic nature of this piece 
and the comments I have made about 
people, going to the festival was really 
important to me, and I feel glad to have 
had the opportunity. It was a wonderful 
experience to be around people almost, 
ALMOST, as nerdy about music as I am. 
I love to talk about the nerdiest music 
topics, especially with other music 
nerds. I have been singing in choirs full 
time since I was 5, and I went 
professional at 8. I stayed pro until 
coming to The Gunnery, when I had to 
give it up. To end, I?ll say what our 
director said before we went out to 
perform: ?I?m just expecting one thing: 
NO MISTAKES!?

It was a cold and mundane Saturday 
morning at The Gunnery, when 300 
tired and sullen students gathered in the 
lower gym for another typical 
programming meeting during a 
Community Weekend. Everyone was 
having the same conversation: ?I hate 
these mandatory programming days,? 
declares one student. ?Well, it?s better 
than having classes,? responds another. 
The entire population of our quaint 
school plunked down into the small, 
cramped seats of the lower gym, waiting 
for the event to start, and hoping for it 
to end as quickly as possible. 

Everyone was expecting an ordinary, 
rambling lecture about racial and social 
inequality; white privilege this and 
racism that. But our New England 

campus was in for a shock as this 
performance was anything but ordinary. 

The energetic and passionate 
performers captivated the attentions of 
the students with a jaw dropping 
hip-hop introduction. Subsequently, an 
epic vibe filled the room and blindsided 
our unexpecting crowd. Students were 
immersed in an atmosphere of 
anticipation and eagerness for the 
oncoming presentation. Like a gas that 
fills the volume of its container, the 
energy of the performance mesmerized 
the crowd and filled their spirits with 
enthusiasm. When either of our guests 
searched for an affirmative ?yurr,? the 
audience complied vivaciously.  

Our relatable guests, Eric Axelman and 
Assitan Coulibaly, both young and very 
relatable, put on a legendary and 
informative performance. The dynamic 
rapper-dancer duo captured the crowd 
by teaching volunteers how to rap and 
how to perform West African dances. 
The audience was blown away as the 
volunteering dancers learned how to hit 
the woah, nae nae and default dance. 
Mathes Payne ?20 described his 
West-African dancing experience as 
?life-changing.? Coulibaly taught the 
crowd that her name sounds like a song, 
while Axelman told us many times that 
he went to Brown University. 

While most of the speech was 
enlightening and upbeat, our 
performers didn?t hesitate to completely 

reject claims made in audience 
questions during the Q & A portion. 
Whether it was a question about 
Affirmative Action or welfare for 
single-mothers, the performers were 
happy to say that what the audience 
asked was utterly wrong.

Overall, however, our visitors from 
Pushed Learning and Media were 
extremely valued and they enlightened 
us on social inequalities while adding a 
hip and fresh style that everyone 
responded to - Axelman was hailed 
with a standing ovation after 
performing his legendary rap ?Too 
Much Space.? We genuinely appreciate 
the duo for visiting The Gunnery and 
teaching our youth these pivotal lessons. 

Legendary Rap-Dance Performance Leaves The Gunnery Wanting More
by Harry Sutton '20 


