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2019 Gunn Scholars Present Their Findings
      by Rain Ji '19

(Continued on  A3)

Each year, self-selecting 
juniors go through the 
Prefect election process, 
which includes a speech and 
a Q & A session for the 
students running and two 
rounds of voting for the 
entire school. After two 
weeks, the eight Prefects, 
including one Head Prefect, 
for the 2019-20 school year 
have been elected and 
announced. They are Reed 
Dolph ?20, Juliette Gaggini 
?20, Marley Berano ?20, Nick 
O?Brien ?20, Nathaniel Ince 
?20, Corinne Bolding ?20, 
Andrew Byrne-King ?20 and 
the Head Prefect, Jimmy 
Rayhill ?20. 

Although the election 

process is always difficult 
with so many qualified and 
passionate candidates, this 
year was especially 
competitive. 35 juniors ran, 
as opposed to last year?s 24. 
All 35 candidates delivered 
speeches to the entire 
student and faculty body 
over two days, and then 
voting opened. In the first 
round, everyone is able to 
vote for up to eight 
candidates, and the 12 
candidates who received the 
most votes move onto the 
second round. This year, 
however, there was a tie 
between twelfth and 
thirteenth, so 13 candidates 
moved on to become 
finalists. 

The 13 finalists had to 
answer questions in a Q & A 
session for the whole school, 
which Nick participated in 

via video because he was at    
home with a concussion. 
Questions included ?How do 
you plan on handling any 
conflict that may arise in the 
Prefect group?;? ?Describe 
your idea of interacting with 
and incorporating our 
incoming freshmen into the 
community;? ?What do you 
want to do as a prefect that a 
senior without the title 
cannot do?;? and ?Is there 
one aspect of the Gunnery 
that you think needs work or 
you would like to improve 
upon while being a prefect?? 
There was also a 

On April 28, The Gunnery hosted 
its annual Gunn Scholar 
Conference in the Tisch 
Schoolhouse. This year?s Gunn 
Scholars did a phenomenal job of 
conveying their projects? 
discoveries and significance to 
their audiences. The title 
?Frederick W. Gunn Scholar,? 
often referred to as ?Gunn 
Scholar,? entails year-long research 
on a topic that is pertinent to our 
school?s history and culture. The 
Gunn Scholar program was 
created by Mrs. Krimsky in 2003 
and has been constantly evolving 
and expanding since then. This 
year?s Gunn Scholars were Michael 
Kassis ?19, Joey Lin ?19, Paige 
Moffat ?19, Tony Zhang ?19 and 
Rain Ji ?19. 

Each project is completely 
student-driven, and supervisors 
Ms. Giroux and Mr. McMann 
simply provide additional aid if 
needed. Ms. Giroux said, ?It?s 
definitely a year of change for the 
program,? since she and Mr. 
McMann took on more 
responsibility than in previous 

years, and they also made the 
program more of a ?multimedia 
class, which involves videos and 
presenting the research in 
different ways.? Ms. Giroux 
wanted to change the structure of 
the class to have Gunn Scholars 
share their progress throughout 
the year and eventually have 
everything culminate at the 
conference. ?It was really exciting 
to see certain students find things 
that are really exciting for them 
because they became very engaged 
with the topic, and brought back 
enthusiasm to the class,? said Ms. 
Giroux.

Michael is a four-year senior at 
The Gunnery who decided to 
become a Gunn Scholar because 
he likes to do research on 
historical topics and wants to 
bring subjects to light that are not 
frequently talked about. Michael 
had a hard time settling on his 
topic - initially, he wanted to study 
the school?s relationship with the 
Vietnam War and later tried to 
learn more about Vietnam 
veterans? lives. However, these 
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This year, The Gunnery held its 60th annual 
Founder?s Day Regatta on Lake Waramaug. 
On our  home turf, twenty-four teams, both 
club and school, raced on our buoyed course 
competing for the Founder?s Day Cup. 
Starting in 1959, the regatta is the 
second-longest running high school regatta 
in New England after NEIRAs. 

An astounding amount of preparation is 
needed in order for the event and the races to 
run as smoothly as they do. At the start of the 
season, all of the crew coaches work together 

to install the buoyed course. Mr. Turner, Head 
Coach of Boys Crew, has been coordinating 
with schools and clubs for months to figure 
out which teams would be competing. He 
also has to work with the timing company 
ahead of time to make sure all of the heats 
were properly timed. 

Mr. Turner loves the enthusiasm and is 
grateful for all the hard work everyone puts 

(Continued on A2)

PHOTO by Mr. Surjan, featuring the Gunn Scholars after the 
conference. From l. to r. Joey L in '19, Rain Ji '19, Paige Moffat 
'19, Michael Kassis '19 and Tony Zhang '19
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student-only Q & A session where 
students were able to ask their own 
questions of the finalists. After a second 
round of voting, the eight Prefects were 
announced, and then the Head Prefect 
was voted in. 

The group of Prefect-elects represents a 
diverse range of interests and 
experiences on campus. They hail from 
a variety of states: four from 
Connecticut, two from New York, one 
from Vermont and one from Colorado. 
Four are three-year juniors, two are 
two-year juniors and two are first-years. 
Their common traits are a love for our 
school and a desire to serve, which will 
be essential for their success as Prefects. 

The commonalities amongst the 
Prefects shone through in their 
speeches, with most of them being 
about, in some sense, how the 
community has helped them grow and 
change and how they hope to be able to 
do that for other students in the role of 
Prefect. Some examples of these kind of 
speeches were Andrew?s, Nick?s, Juliette?s 
and Marley?s. 

In Andrew?s speech, he directly 
referenced the way two of last year?s 
Prefects, Gabby Lescadre ?18 and 
Christian Kummer ?18, helped him find 
his place here as a new sophomore. ?I 
kept thinking, what if I wouldn?t fit 
in?...Walking back from Convocation, 
still feeling this way, I stopped, took a 
deep breath, and told myself that this 
wasn?t why I came here. I came here to 
find who I was, to be the person I 
wanted to be. I didn?t know who that 
was, or how it was going to happen, but 
it sparked a drive in me to do 
something about it. I had decided that I 
was going to go the FBLA meeting 
being held that week, I wanted to be 
involved in something, anything,? said 
Andrew in his speech. 

Andrew talked about going to the 
meeting, despite not knowing anything 
about FBLA (Future Business Leaders of 
America). At the end of the meeting, 
when Ms. Hart asked if there was 
anyone who wanted to run for 
leadership roles, Andrew surprised 
himself by running for president and 
vice president with Gwen Brown ?20. 

They were running against Christian 
and Gabby - seniors who were also 
Prefects, had been in FBLA for years, 
gone to the conferences, waited their 
turns. Despite running mostly for fun, 
Andrew and Gwen won. 

Andrew said he was nervous Christian 
and Gabby would be angry because two 
sophomores, one brand new, had taken 
their positions. However, ?there was no 
resentment or ill will, only support? said 
Andrew. According to Andrew, Gabby 
and Christian?s actions showed him 
what it means to be a Prefect, and made 
him want to be a Prefect too. 

?They showed me that being a prefect is 
about allowing everyone to be able to 
make the most out of our fleeting time 
here. It is about supporting, and 
pushing everyone to do the best that 
they can do. Christian and Gabby, along 
with the rest of the prefects of that year, 
allowed me to see what I could do and 
what was possible in the future. I want 
to be able to allow everyone in this 
room, and for those to come, to be able 
to find who they are and what they?re 
meant to do here. To have the 
opportunity to do something new, 
something brave, and something bold. 
Because the Gunnery isn?t a place where 
you should have to fit in, it?s a place 
where you can explore and find who 
you are,? said Andrew. 

Like Andrew, Nick addressed self-doubt 
in his speech. He explained how his 
time here has helped him to come out 
of his shell, and how he wants to hold 
the position of Prefect to help other 
students like him. ?When I arrived on 
campus over two and a half years ago, 
my life was controlled by doubt. I didn?t 
believe in myself at all... I truly thought 
I would live in a shadow during my 
time here at The Gunnery, and perhaps 
even afterwards. I would rarely talk to 
anybody outside my group of six friends 
I had established at the start of 
freshman year. Mainly because I figured 
nobody outside of this group cared 
about who I was. I was constantly 
thinking about how others perceived 
me, and I hated myself for it. I felt like I 
was a coward for caring too much,? said 
Nick in his speech. 

Nick attributes his changes in attitude 
and personality to the students and 
faculty here. ?I would not have been 
able to climb out of this hole in any 
other community. The support I 
received from everyone, either directly 
or indirectly, saved me. I sincerely 
thank all of the faculty who I have had 
the pleasure of being taught by. 
Constantly pushing me to engage more 
in class and being my best self has given 
me the most valuable possession in life: 
confidence. Confidence in my ideas, my 
actions, and myself in general,? Nick 
said. 

Nick hopes to use his understanding of 
being a quiet, introverted person to his 
benefit in the role of Prefect. ?I 
represent a small demographic of 
students here at school. I am an 
introvert. It has been a key cornerstone 
of my personality for as long as I can 
remember...I understand, at a very deep 
level, how terrifying high school can be 
for people like myself.? 

In Juliette?s speech, she also talked about 
support, and how it helped her gain 
confidence and leadership skills. As a 
freshman, Juliette started crew as a boys? 
coxswain. She said she was nervous to 
be with experienced rowers, and told 
the story of a race in which she told her 
boat to stop rowing far before the finish 
line, when was there were still 500 
meters left in the race. 

?Before I could send an email to Mr. 
Marich about switching to field hockey, 
my teammates surprised me. Rather 
than tear me down for my mistake, they 
told me everything was okay, and 
helped me improve my skills and build 
my confidence back up,? Juliette said in 
her speech. 

She then talked about how the support 
she received from her team helped her 
in other aspects of her life. ?As I gained 
confidence within my sport, I began 
feeling comfortable outside of rowing to 
continue to push myself beyond my 
comfort zone and to engage with people 
and in activities that I may not have 
otherwise. I started joining, and 
creating, clubs on campus, branching 
out, making new friends and getting 
myself more involved within the 

community as a whole,? said Juliette.

As Juliette explained, such support 
helped her become who she is today, 
and said it was the ?driving factor? in 
her decision to run for Prefect. ?As 
Prefect, one of my main goals would be 
to help inspire other students to step out 
of their comfort zones, feel confident 
having a voice on campus and feel safe 
knowing that they are constantly 
surrounded by our supportive second 
family here at The Gunnery,? Juliette 
said.

Marley used her speech to talk about 
love - the love she has for our school 
and its students - and how she looks up 
to her namesake Bob Marley to spread 
that love. ?Love is a consistent exchange 
that can easily go unnoticed, but when 
you reflect on how you interact with 
others, I believe that it doesn?t matter 
whether or whether or not your effort 
does goes unnoticed. Unspoken 
commitment shines through the most 
in those people you know you can turn 
to. The reliable people who lift you up 
when you are down, the reliable people 
who help you out, and the reliable 
people you learn from the most. In a 
family like ours, I believe the Prefects 
are those reliable people,? Marley said in 
her speech.

She believes the role of Prefect is about, 
in her words, being a ?lighthouse of 
love,? and being present for everyone on 
campus. Marley said she?s committed to 
being a bright light for everyone, and 
hopes that message can spread through 
our student body. 

All the speeches were well done and 
representative of the wide range of 
opinions and experiences amongst the 
Prefect group. Since the election, the 
2019-20 Prefect group has started 
attending the 2018-19 group?s weekly 
meetings to gain an understanding of 
the work the Prefects do, as well as 
meeting on their own to begin 
discussing their plans for next year. All 
the Prefects, currents and elects, went 
on a camping trip after Heads Weekend 
that included outdoor team building 
activities, an afternoon at a high ropes 
course and kayaking and camping at 
Lake Waramaug. 

The Gunnery Hosts Founder's Day Regatta
      by Juliette Gaggini '20

into running Founder?s Day. When 
asked about future changes he would 
like to see with the event as a whole, 
Mr. Turner said, ?I would love to see a 
more full event, as in more boats 
registering, because it just makes for a 
more fun experience.? 

Mr. Poole, Head Coach of Girls Crew, 
works alongside Mr. Turner with 
helping run the regatta. It is his third 
year coaching at The Gunnery, and 
although he enjoys helping run 
Founder?s Day, Mr. Poole wishes he 
could spend more time focusing on his 
team on race day to best prepare them 
for their races. However, Mr. Poole said, 
?The team has really been gelling 
together in a way that I was not 
expecting to happen so quickly, but 

puts them in a really good spot.?

Leading up to Founder?s Day, the crew 
teams had a great start to the season, 
having competed in two races and an 
ergathon against Canterbury. With 
great results from the varsity teams, 
there was also a lot of excitement 
around the novice crews racing in their 
first Founder?s Day. Mr. Lovejoy, who 
coaches the novices on Girls Crew said, 
?I am very happy to see them race 
together after all their improvement 
throughout this season and I am excited 
to see them come back next year and 
build a great program.? Mr. Visentin, 
who coaches the novices on Boys Crew, 
was equally excited to see his boat 
compete. In the future, Mr. Visentin 
hopes to see the rowing team grow and 

wants to get more kids to join the 
squad.  

Both Mr. Turner and Mr. Visentin 
rowed in Founder?s Day when they 
were in high school. Mr. Turner raced 
in 1978 and 1979 while he was at 
Pomfret School, started participating 
with other teams that he was coaching 
in 2007, and has been running it for the 
past couple years. 
Mr. Visentin rowed in Founder?s Day 
while he attended Kent School from 
2005 to 2008, and this year was his first 
time working the event. As a 
competitor, Mr. Visentin didn?t realize 
how much work went into planning 
and running the event, but now 
appreciates all the dedication by the 
coaches and the Gunnery community 

to put on such a big regatta. 

The race is also hugely supported by 
student and faculty volunteers. Every 
year we have dozens of volunteers that 
participate. Ms. Nongera is in charge of 
the volunteer aspect of Founder?s Day, 
and every year she gets students and 
faculty excited for the race and to help 
out in the community. Student 
volunteers do everything from holding 
boats, flagging the finish lines, working 
the gear tents and helping out on the 
docks. ?We want to make sure that the 
volunteers can help make the day run 
smoothly but we also want to make sure 
the volunteers have a fun time doing it,? 
said Ms. Nongera. 

(Continued from A1)
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2019 Gunn Scholars Present Their Findings
by Rain Ji '19

topics reached a deadlock because 
there was not enough information. 

Michael ultimately conducted his 
research on Gunnery alumni who 
served in conflicts from Korea to 
Vietnam and how they were affected 
by the founder of The Gunnery, 
Frederick Gunn. Michael 
interviewed many Gunnery alumni 
who served in the military, 
including Peter Bowen Richardson, 
John Herrick, Richard Lilleston, 
Ronald Brown, Robert Brush and 
David Van Esselton. He provided a 
detailed account of their life 
experiences before, during and after 
their Gunnery days and their 
accounts of the battlefields.  Michael 
discussed how their life stories 
reflect the ideals of Frederick Gunn 
and the four cornerstones of The 
Gunnery: respect, responsibility, 
integrity and scholarship. He 
utilized old report cards, 
correspondences and admission 
records to fortify his research. In the 
end, he concluded that ?these four 
cornerstones are very embedded in 
these alumni evident from how they 
demonstrated them in their fields 
and service to the country.? 

Both Joey and Tony examined 
buildings and campus architecture. 
Tony?s project focused on the 
development of the Gunnery 
campus and the way it relates to the 
philosophies and visions of its 
founders. He also used pronounced 
architects and their philosophies to 
analyze the architecture on the 
Gunnery campus. Throughout his 
research process, he had to ?dig 
through information that might be 
only loosely related? in order to find 
the true necessary material. He 
found it hard ?to organize the 
information and put it into a 
research paper because it is a 
yearlong project that requires 
constant effort and focus.? 

Tony?s presentation was very 
personal. He began by introducing 
his thoughts on ?what makes artists 
and what artists make,? and then 
talked about his time at Carnegie 
Mellon University?s summer 
architecture program and his 
internship at Forster + Partners. 
Such experiences laid the 
foundation for his deep interest in 
architectural philosophy. Tony 
introduced Mr. Gunn as an 
environmentalist and explained how 
his philosophy of preserving nature 
as much as possible was lived out by 
his students. Tony also introduced 
Headmaster Hamilton Gibson?s 
influence on the school?s 
architectural landscape development 
- he wanted to preserve the 
?tranquility of the Gunnery? 
campus. He was looking to create a 
?close-knit community,? which is 
physically represented by our quad. 
In the end, Tony touched on the 
future of the school?s architectural 
development by pointing to 
interviews with Mr. Becker and his 

master plan for the school and Mr. 
Geoff, the architect of the new Arts 
& Community Center building. 
Tony wanted to be a Gunn Scholar 
because he ?was interested in 
exploring the field of architecture 
and its correlations to philosophy? 
and ?wanted to learn more about 
how the philosophy of our founders 
had influenced the development of 
the Gunnery campus and how it still 
impacts our lives today.?

Joey?s presentation was about the 
evolution of the history of Gunnery 
buildings, including how the plans 
were created, developed and 
eventually carried out. She decided 
on her topic because the architecture 
of The Gunnery was a major reason 
why she chose the school. She said 
there was too much information to 
look over and organize, so picking 
and settling on the major theme for 
the final paper was difficult. Joey 
became a Gunn Scholar because she 
wanted to have the experience of 
being able to have access to all the 
historical primary resources. 

Joey began her presentation by 
introducing the audience to the 
philosophy of Mr. Gibson, who said 
?A school is made up of human 
beings who give meaning to 
buildings and grounds.? From there, 
she introduced different types of 
buildings on campus, including 
Tudor, Colonial Revival and 
Brutalist. She gave specific 
descriptions of every significant 
building on campus, like Brinsmade, 
Van Sinderen, Memorial, the Science 
Building, Bourne and the 
soon-to-be-completed Arts and 
Community Center. She concluded 
her presentation by pointing out 
how natural beauty had a significant 
impact on the Gunnery architecture 
style, and she said she hopes future 
Gunnery buildings can align 
themselves with Gibson?s 
philosophy.  

Rain, as one of the editors of The 
Highlander, chose to study the 
development of our student 
newspaper and its importance to our 
community. Rain wanted to become 
a Gunn Scholar because she has 
always been fascinated with 
primary-source driven studies, and 
enjoys hanging out in museums and 
libraries. She chose to pursue this 
specific topic because she was 
curious about how the newspaper 
came to be what it is today, and she 
believes the role of newspapers is 
increasingly important in today's 
information-packed divided society. 
In her presentation, Rain pointed 
out important thresholds of the 
student press, including when it first 
started in 1935, when it was affected 
by World War II and the Civil Rights 
movement. Rain interviewed many 
alumni from The Gunnery and 
Wykeham Rise from the 1960s in 
order to learn more about what the 
campus was like during the 1960s 
turmoil. During her research, she 
read about an incident revolving 

around burning newspaper from 
correspondences between Mr. 
Ogden Miller and other faculties. 
She also interviewed past 
Editors-in-Chief to piece together 
what the newspaper was like in 
recent years, from 2000 to 2017. As 
part of the revamp effort last year, 
she also included an evaluation of 
the effort and provided data to back 
her conclusion that the revamp was 
successful. 

Paige studied Abigail Gunn's 
leadership and legacy during the 
mid-nineteenth century. She enjoys 
learning the history and has done 
many smaller research projects in 
the past. Paige said she felt that 
completing a publication of yearlong 
research would be the culmination 
of her history career, and that she 
felt very excited for the challenge. 
Throughout her project, Paige cited 
time management as being the most 
difficult part since it was an 
independent research project 
without typical homework or even 
class time. Despite this, Paige had a 
successful presentation. She started 
her presentation by providing vital 
information about Mrs. Gunn?s 
childhood, then introduced the 
ideas of the Cult of Domesticity and 
Republican Motherhood to her 
audience. From there, Paige 
explained how Mrs. Gunn aided Mr. 
Gunn in the establishment of The 
Gunnery and dissected the 
feminization of teaching at the 
Gunnery. She touched on Mrs. 
Gunn?s role as a female 
humanitarian and the challenges the 
Gunns faced as active abolitionists 
and temperance supporters. Paige 
used the Gunns? experiences with 
black students at Towanda Academy, 
where Mr. Gunn taught on exile and 
their exchanges with the disgruntled 
reverend Gordon Hayes. In the end, 
she concluded her presentation by 
restating Mrs. Gunn?s legacy and 
again laid out the general evolution 
of women?s rights. 

All the Gunn Scholars devoted a 
tremendous amount of effort and 
energy into their research and shed 
light on often overlooked important 
historical records of The Gunnery. 
We as a school take pride in our 
history, and Mr. McMann and Ms. 
Giroux will continue to encourage 
more students to join the Gunn 
Scholar program as a way to 
carefully examine the past and 
provide guidance for the future. 

?Ultimately we?d really like to have 
more students from other schools to 
present and grow our academic 
Rooted Research Conference so we 
can share Gunn Scholar findings 
with a larger community,? said Ms. 
Giroux. She believes that the 
program will naturally progress and 
evolve depending on who the 
student participants are and what 
topics they pursue. She wants all 
Gunn Scholars to take away how to 

conduct historical research. 

(Continued from A1)

A Letter from the Editors
Dear Gunnery Community,

The Highlander has had a very successful 
year and on behalf of all newspaper staff, 
we?d like to thank all the support that the 
community has given us. Next year will be a 
turning point of the newspaper: by having 
our own website, we will be able to report in 
a more timely manner and provide more 
frequent updates. 

Next year, we hope that The Highlander will 
continue to be a platform for anyone at The 
Gunnery to make their voice heard. We urge 
you all to submit articles, creative writing 
pieces, poems, editorials or any other written 
work, as well as photographs and art pieces. 
If you have an interest in continued 
contribution, we encourage you to join The 
Highlander as a contributing writer (or 
photographer), which you can do by joining 
the club.  

If you have any questions or work you would 
like to submit, please contact the editors for 
next year: Harry Sutton ?20 
(20suttonh@gunnery.org) and Juliette 
Gaggini ?20 (20gagginij@gunnery.org). 

Sincerely, 

Maddie and Rain

PHOTO by Mr. Surjan, featuring Mr. McMann, Michael Kassis 
'19, and Ms. Giroux after Michael's Gunn Scholar Presentation
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by Juliette Gaggini '20

Final Reflections from the Class of 2019
PHOTOs courtesy of Ms. McGuire.

As 72 seniors and 14 postgraduates 
prepare for commencement this May 
28, the school has been reflecting on the 
senior class and all that will change 
when they graduate. The Highlander 
decided to reach out to a some seniors, 
underclassmen and faculty about this 
year?s graduating class. 

 

Senior Class Dean, Mr. Gorman, was 
sad to see the school year coming to a 
close as his work with this year?s senior 
class is done. As he reflected back on 
his experience working with the class 
this year, Mr. Gorman said, ?This is my 
first year working with the seniors and 
it?s been a super hands-on year. Seeing 
them as kids their first few years here at 
The Gunnery has been great to see but 
this last year they really held the school 
together acting as role models both on 
and off campus.?

Although all the seniors have seen both 
themselves and the community change 
during their time here, those who 
experienced the most change are the 
four-year seniors. When asked about 
his time over the past four years here, 
Tucker Paron ?19 said, ?I?ve definitely 
seen the school change for the better. 
The new teachers that have been 

brought in have been really good and 
the athletics have been improving. 
Overall I?ve had a really positive 
experience... I?ve loved it.? 

Over the span of four years, the 
students create long-lasting bonds with 
faculty. When four-year senior, Jean 
Fang ?19, thought back to what she will 
miss most about the Gunnery 
community, she said, ?I really think I?m 
going to miss the faculty kids a lot. I 
love the faculty kids because I have 
spent four years here and I have 
become close with a lot of faculty. I will 
definitely come back to visit next year.? 

The four-year seniors have created 
lifelong friendships and have made 
some of their best memories at The 
Gunnery. When reflecting back to her 
favorite memory during her time here, 

Ali Noeding ?19, said, 
?My favorite memory 
over the years has 
probably been when 
about 50 girls from 
Bourne dorm went 
down to Steep Rock 
and went swimming 
during exam week.?
Along with four-year 
seniors, we also have a 
couple five-year seniors 
this year, which are 
students who repeated a 
year here, usually for 
athletics. When 
five-year senior Rob 
Taylor ?19 was asked 
about what will miss 
most about The 

Gunnery community, he said, ?What 
am I going to miss most about The 
Gunnery? Probably Mr. Small, Mrs. 
Small, Mr. Trundy and Mr. Martin. I?ll 
also miss all the new friendships I?ve 
been able to make this year that I didn?t 
expect to make.?  

As the grade size grows exponentially 

from freshman 
to senior year, 
there are also 
many one-, 
two-, and 
three-year 
seniors. Anne 
Beatty ?19, 
three-year 
senior, 
transferred from 
another school 
her sophomore 
year. In 
reflecting on her 
time here at The 
Gunnery, she said,?I enjoy that the 
school does their best to make it a fun 
environment and everyone can do their 
own thing and it?s a very relaxed 
environment.?  

This year we had a higher number of 
postgraduates than usual with an array 
of talents and interests. They were quick 
to bond with the rest of the senior class 
and helped in leading the school as role 
models and older kids to be looked up 
to. When reflecting back on his PG 
year, Case Kantgias ?19 said, ?I had a 
great PG year and I?ve really enjoyed 
meeting the people here, especially my 
new friends, such as Mason Beecher 
and Ryan Trom, and the academics and 
athletics were great.?

Mr. Badger - teacher, coach and dorm 
parent to a lot of the senior class during 
their time here - said, ?It?s been 
interesting to see the class change over 
the four years, coming in as 13 and 14 
year olds and leaving as adults and 
completely different people from the 
moment they first came on campus.? 
Mr. Badger is also proud of the positive 
changes that senior student leaders 
have made. He said, ?The Prefects made 
a great change this year in terms of 
trying to open up more free time for 
seniors, which carries a lot of 
responsibility and hopefully the seniors 
next year can continue that on for other 

classes.?

Mrs. Croft has also seen a lot of growth 
over the years, especially with the girls 
on her sports teams and with the girls 
in her dorm. Ms. Croft is delighted to 
have witness the character building 
within the class, and said, ?I?ve seen the 
girls be more confident in what they do 
and figure out who they are and I think 
they have begun to make better 
decisions over the years.?

Ms. Nongera, field hockey coach, 
echoed Mrs. Croft?s sentiments. She 
said, ?Especially with field hockey I can 
really see their development as athletes 
coming from freshman year having no 
experience to senior year being on 
varsity, like Rain Ji and Joey Lin, and it 
has been really fun to watch everyone 
gain confidence in their sport.?

The underclassmen are sad to see the 
seniors leave as well, as they have had a 
big impact on the shaping of the school 
this year. Sophomore Anjavie 
Thompson ?21 lives in Van Sinderen 
with the senior girls and will miss the 
excitement and support they provided 
the underclassmen with. ?All the girls 
are like my older sisters and whenever I 
have a problem they?re all there for me 
and make sure everything is okay which 
I really love and appreciate,? said Ana. 

PHOTO by  Mrs. McGuire, featuring seniors wearing their college apparel.
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.  The climax of celebrating poetry 
at The Gunnery occurs every year 
when the English department 
hosts the poetry recitation event 
around Shakespeare?s birthday. 
On April 24, in Bourne Reading 
Room, many students and 
faculties joined the event to 
celebrate various genres of poetry. 
Gunnery students are many of the 
365,000 students who participate 
in various forms of recitation 
contests. 

National Poetry Month, a 
initiative by the Academy of 
American Poets, became an 
annual celebration in April 1996. 
According to its founders, the 
celebration hopes to highlight the 
unique and continuous excellency 
of American poets. There are 
different ways to join the 
celebration: buying a poetry book, 
reciting a poem or simply 
encouraging others to read a 
poem. Throughout April, in 
various levels of English classes, 
teachers touch upon different 
poets. 

Ms. Rimany told The Highlander 
that in her freshman classes they 
started reading poems in 
mid-April. They have been 
reading poems by Billy Collins, 
Theodore Roethke, Maxine 
Kumin, Robert Frost, Edwin 
Arlington Robinson, Emily 
Dickinson, Jacqueline Woodson, 
William Shakespeare and John 
Keats. 

Similarly, Mrs. Theobald 
introduced many poems to her 
English II and English II Honors 
classes. Poems read included: 
?Introduction to Poetry? by Billy 
Collins, ?Peaches? by Adrienne 
Su, ?Out, Out? by Robert Frost, 
?He loved three things? by Anna 
Akhmatova, ?Thoughts of Hanoi? 

by Nguyen Thi Vinh, ?Ode to My 
Socks? by Pablo Neruda, and 
?Possibilities? by Wislawa 
Szymborska. Additionally, classes 
also read different poems that 
were inspired by art. They also 
covered ?The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner? by Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge to introduce the novel 
Frankenstein. 

Seniors also read a variety of 
poems. For example, in Mr. 
Poole?s English senior spring 
elective class, students brought a 
great variety of poems by living 
and recently-deceased poets. 
Additionally, in English IV taught 
by Mrs. Theobald, seniors read 
Letitia Elizabeth Landon?s 
?Revenge,? W.B. Yeat?s ?An Irish 
Airman Foresees his Death,? 
Randall Jarrell?s ?The Death of the 
Ball Turret Gunner,? Luke 
Wright?s ?Kings Head, Harwich,? 
Sharon Olds? ?Sex Without Love,? 
Stevie Smith?s ?Not Waving But 
Drowning? Billy Collins? ?Picnic, 
Lightning?

Robert Lowell?s ?Skunk Hour,? 
Allen Ginsberg?s ?A Supermarket 
in California,? Adrienne Rich?s 
?Aunt Jennifer?s Tigers,? Wallace 
Stevens?s ?The Snowman,? Bruce 
Springsteen?s ?Born in the USA? 
and Bob Dylan?s ?Tangled Up in 
Blue.? 

In Mr. Visentin?s English III class, 
they read Walt Whitman and 
Emily Dickinson in April. Earlier 
this month, the class read ?This is 
Just to Say? by William Carlos 
Williams in an attempt to find out 
what makes a poem a poem. In 
Mr. Visentin?s senior creative 
writing class, they read Billy 
Collins's poem ?1960? and 
listened to the jazz record that the 
speaker references in the poem. 
They also ?read excerpts from 
avant-garde poet Kenneth 

Goldsmith's book-length poem 
The Day, which is an exact 
transcription of the September 11, 
2001 issue of The New York 
Times,? said Mr. Visentin. 

During the poetry recitation, 
students from different grades 
recited various kinds of poems 
and lyrics. Starting with 
freshmen, Jannah McFarland ?22 
recited Theodore Roethke ?My 
Papa?s Waltz;? many poems by 
Emily Dickinson were recited by 
Michael Burns ?22, Serdar 
Kaltalioglu ?22, and Yolanda Wang 
?22. Robert Frost was also a 
popular choice amongst the 
freshmen: Yoyo Zhang ?22, 
Hudson Brown ?22 and Paris 
Liston ?22 each chose to recite one 
of his poems. Margaret Wu ?22 
chose a sonnet by Shakespeare to 
celebrate his birthday. 

Drew Sutherland ?21 chose 
?Ozymandias? by Percy Shelley. 
Ellen Grady ?21 chose to recite 
lyrics of the song ?Life Changes? 
by Thomas Rhett. Max Farrar ?21 
recited his original poem as well 
as ?Genesis? by Billy Collins; 
following him, Jayla Stack ?21 
performed ?Good 
Things? by 
Barbara Vance. 
Andi Bettinger 
?21 performed 
her original 
poem. 

Kelly Hill ?20 
performed Tim 
McGraw?s ?Live 
Like You Were 
Dying.? Will 
Broadhead ?20 
recited a poem by 
Lord Byron, Joyce 
McFarland ?20 
recited ?Diddy 
Bop,? and Patrick 
Thomas ?19 recited a poem by 

Langston Hughes. 
Many seniors were eager to share 
their poems with the audiences. 
Rain Ji ?19 recited ?What Kind of 
Asian Are You? by Alex Dang; 
Cody Moore ?19 and John 
Crabtree ?19 read poems by Alfred 
Lord Tennyson; Anne Beatty ?19 
performed lyrics from ?Rapper's 
Delight;? John Crabtree recited 
?Invictus? by William Ernest 
Henley as well. 

On April 29, Mr. Visentin 
announced the winners of the 
recitation: Eric Zhang for 
freshmen, Max Farrar for 
sophomores, Joyce McFarland for 
juniors and Rain Ji for seniors. 
National Poetry Month was a 
great way to celebrate poets, 
poems, and in general poetry 
from all cultures and 
backgrounds, and The Gunnery 
really spent a great deal of time in 
and out of classrooms celebrating 
this special month. As Alice 
Walker, an American poet and 
novelist, pointed out, ?Poetry is 
the lifeblood of rebellion, 
revolution, and the raising of 
consciousness.?  

National Poetry Month Celebrated at The Gunnery
      by Rain Ji '19

Max Boot, Self-Proclaimed "Recovering Republican" Visits The Gunnery
by Harry Sutton '20

On April 26, Max Boot visited The 
Gunnery to speak about his political 
views and his opinion of the current 
Republican party. Boot is a former 
foreign advisor to John McCain, Mitt 
Romney and Marco Rubio; Pulitzer 
Prize finalist; refugee from the 
communist Soviet Union; op-ed editor 
of the Wall Street Journal; and 
?recovering Republican.? 

Boot described his upbringing and his 
despise for the Soviet Union, as he grew 
up in the depths of the Cold War. Boot 
was raised idolizing the likes of 
Winston Churchill and the very 

anti-communist Ronald Reagan. He 
was a Republican for almost his entire 
life and stated his support for many 
Republic figures, from Reagan to Bush 
to McCain to Romney. But in 2016,  he 
voted against his lifetime party. 

That November, Boot voted for the 
Democratic party for the first time in 
his life, backing Hillary Clinton. Boot 
refused to vote for President Donald 
Trump, and registered as an 
independent the day after Trump won 
the election. The Russian native was 
appalled when he found out that Trump 
was running, perturbed by his early 

comments on Mexican immigration 
and McCain. 

Boot said that Trump was spreading 
?bigotry? and ?hatred? from the very 
roots of his campaign. He denounced 
Trump?s unusual policies and expected 
the Republican party to completely 
reject the candidate, recounting his 
shock when Trump won first the 
primaries, and then the presidency. He 
recalled Lindsey Graham, Ted Cruz, 
Marco Rubio and Rick Perry outwardly 
criticizing Trump before the election, 
but once he got the nomination, they all 
supported him. Boot said that he 

couldn?t find a single Republican with 
something good to say about Trump at 
the beginning of his campaign, but 
couldn?t find anyone who would 
criticize him after the election. 

He touched on his unearthing of ?tribal 
voting,? the idea of voting for 
candidates only from your party, 
regardless of your opinion of them. He 
described the fact that Trump has 
become the ?tribal leader? of the 
Republican party, and that he was 
supported by the party for just that 
reason. Boot admitted to having voted 

(Continued on A6)

PHOTO by Mr. Surjan, featuring students at Bourne 
Reading Room after the Poetry Recitation.
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with something good to say about 
Trump at the beginning of his 
campaign, but couldn?t find anyone 
who would criticize him after the 
election. He touched on his unearthing 
of ?tribal voting?, the idea of voting for 
only people of your party, just so that 
your party doesn?t lose. He described 
the fact that Donald Trump had 
become the ?tribal leader? of the 
Republican party, and that he would be 
supported by the party for just that 
reason. He admitted to having voted 
tribally in the past but discouraged 
people to do so. 

Boot?s main message was that Trump is 
not a real Republican; saying that 
Trump is against true Republican 
values. While Boot did defend his 
dislike for Trump, and his opinion on 
Trump?s un-Republicanism, Boot also 
focused on Trump?s supposedly racist, 

bigoted, and xenophobic conduct. 
Many people disagree with Boot?s focus 
on Trump?s actions and Boot did spend 
more time talking about Trump?s 
rhetoric than about his policies. Boot 
criticized Trump saying that he attacks 
American allies and defends their 
dictators, that Trump ?scapegoats the 
others,? and attacks the press.  Boot has 
received a lot of criticism for his 
repetition and focus on Trump?s 
controversial remarks and it?s 
undeniable that Boot spent a large 
amount of time emphasizing Trump?s 
contentious remarks. Many members of 
the audience expected Boot to delve 
deeper into Trump?s politics, but his 
main message was overlooked by many 
as he emphasized his disdain for Trump 
and his hatred for the current state of 
the Republican party. During the Q&A 
portion of his speech, Boot stated that 
he wishes ?nothing but harm on the 
Republican party.? While this particular 

quotation is extreme, Boot was trying 
to convey his short-term belief. Boot 
said this because he believes that the 
only way that the Republican party can 
learn from their election of Trump is by 
losing in a landslide in 2020. Boot 
defended his points well but spoke with 
a hostile and defensive tone, leading to 
drastic statements. Boot was trying to 
convey the message that the Republican 
party has made a huge mistake, and can 
only learn their lesson if Democrats 
take over the federal branch in 2020. 
Despite Boot?s reasonable argument, he 
has received criticism due to his vicious 
way of speech, and his explosive 
dialogue made those who disagreed 
with him even more upset. Boot started 
by explaining his past, his upbringing, 
and his experience, but while he 
attempted to express his quarrel with 
the Trump?s policies and the current 
Republican party, he went on to get 
caught up in his contempt for Trump?s 

personality. Boot had some great ideas, 
but you can?t call him anything other 
than extreme when you take note of his 
comparison of Trump to Charles 
Lindbergh, a pro-Nazi American 
politician, or his generalization of 
Trump supporters as ?grumpy, old 
white people?. 

Max Boot is an experienced and reliable 
political commentator, and while his 
current views of the Republican party 
and the 45th president are extreme, 
Boot certainly has a trustworthy 
opinion. The foreign affairs expert 
expressed his opinion with sensible 
claims, but his reasonable opinions will 
be overshadowed by the fiery and 
divisive nature of his speech. Boot 
thinks that the Republican party has 
been poisoned, and that defeat is the 
only cure. 

Max Boot, Self-Proclaimed "Recovering Republican" Visits The Gunnery
      by Harry Sutton '20(Continued from A6)

Gunnery athletics teams are already 
one month into their short two-month 
season this spring. With that said, 
many games, matches and races have 
occurred already, and lots of Gunnery 
teams have come out on top. 

The Boys Varsity Lacrosse team has 
had a really strong start to the 2019 
season with only one loss up to this 
point. Key upperclassmen are rising up 
to the occasion and helping the team to 
some crucial wins over the Williston 
Northampton School, Suffield 
Academy and Canterbury School. With 
a little less than a month left in the 
season, Boys Varsity Lacrosse looks to 
add onto their impressive record and 
clinch a spot in playoffs.

Girls Varsity Lacrosse have logged 
three impressive wins, defeating 

Westover School, King School and 
Storm King School. Six games remain 
in their season in this final month as 
they look to bounce back from a very 
close loss against Millbrook School. 
The team is looking ahead to their next 

few opponents and hopes 
to gain ground ground in 
their division.

Just like the lacrosse team, 
Boys Varsity Baseball has 
also been on a tear to the 
start of their campaign this 
season. An impressive 
record to start the season 
has them near the top of 
their division with only a 
couple of weeks left in the 
regular season. Garrett Coe 
?19, a University of 
Connecticut commit, has 
been extremely strong on 
the mound, throwing 
complete games over 
Millbrook and Canterbury. 
Key wins over Canterbury, 
Cheshire Academy and 

Millbrook have 
helped put the 
team in a position 
to make a run in 
the playoffs later 
this month.

Girls Varsity Tennis 
is off to quite a 
strong start this 
year as well. A 3-2 
record five matches 
in with some 
weather 
cancellations have 
the team in good 
shape for their five 

remaining regular season matches. Two 
wins over Canterbury and a win over 
Miss Hall?s School make up the three 
wins this spring. The five seniors on 
the team look to have a strong finish to 
the season in the coming weeks.

Boys Varsity Tennis has a win over 
Canterbury, which is helpful for the 
Gunnery-Canterbury cup. Seven 
matches remain in their season, and 
the team is aiming to pull in more wins 
before the end of the year. 

Mid-Season Report on Spring Sports
by Dan Zajkowski '21

PHOTOs by Mr. Dutton.
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(Contrinued from A6)

Both Boys Varsity Crew and Girls 
Varsity Crew had success at the 60th 
Founder?s Day Regatta, which is 
organized annually by our teams and 
held at home on Lake Waramaug. This 
was a big day for both teams, and many 
students and faculty volunteered to 
help as well as watch the races. Both 
teams are hoping to qualify for the 
NEIRA Championships in late May, 

and their results at Founder?s Day will 
hopefully help them get there.
Girls Varsity Softball only has three 
games left in the season and are hoping 
for a couple of wins, especially against 
Canterbury to gain points for the 
Gunnery-Canterbury cup. They have 
one win up to this point and hope to 
finish the season on a strong note.
Ultimate Frisbee started the season 
with a couple of losses, but are looking 

to come back in games against the 
Hotchkiss School and Newtown High 
School to end the year. They have a 
large roster with many seniors, so 
they?re looking to capture some wins 
before the season ends in mid-May. 

Varsity Golf has started the season at 
6-3-1. They had an impressive start 
with wins against Hopkins School, 
Kingswood Oxford, Loomis Chaffee, 

Chase Collegiate and the Masters 
School. The team is looking toward the 
KIT Tournament at the end of the year, 
but multiple matches still remain 
against teams like Avon Old Farms and 
Salisbury School. 



Dear Gunnery Community,

 As we (?we?=The Gunnery community 
defined broadly) celebrate ?The 
Highlander?s? move from print to 
online, we (?we?=all human beings) 
ought to take the opportunity to reflect 
on why the founders of the United 
States considered a free press so 
important that they included protection 
for it in the First Amendment to the 
federal Constitution. Specifically, they 
wrote, ?Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of 
grievances.? What issue were they, in 
1791, responding to? What were they 
trying to protect or protect against? 
Why does the press get treatment 
similar to religion and the right of an 
individual to speak? That seems to 
grant the press a whole lot of weight; a 
not obvious level of significance.

For my part, I probably would not be in 
my role, and probably would not be in 
education, if it were not for the press. As 
a junior at boarding school, I first 
attended an organizational meeting of 
the school?s newspaper because I was 
romantically-attracted to the editor 
in-chief. Though I had no experience, 
or maybe because of that, she assigned 
me to write a story for the Features 
section on the history of the first black 
student at our boarding school, Taft. I 
did not know at the time what the 
Features section was but threw myself 

into the assignment with relish. That 
work quickly led to the school?s 
archives, where I learned that I loved 
archival research, piecing together as 
accurate an understanding of the past as 
possible from the evidence available. I 
credit that assignment for initiating a 
love of history that ultimately led me to 
teach. Moreover, six years later, when 
we were both 22-year-old college 
graduates, I married the editor-in-chief. 

It?s impossible to know if the authors of 
the Bill of Rights could conceive of an 
internet-based press, although they 
were familiar with experiments in the 
press of their day. (Anyone interested in 
learning more about the role and 
changing nature of the press in early 
United States history need look no 
further than Ron Chernow?s 
now-famous biography of Alexander 
Hamilton. A robust scholarship exists 
on this topic generally.) Moving online 
provides Gunnery students and faculty 
a profound opportunity to experiment 
daily with the creation and publication 
of knowledge in the 21st century and to 
explore the two-sided coin that is the 
internet. On the local, school level, what 
once were deadlines driven by the need 
to print the paper by a certain time 
(which usually included students 
working through the night?very good 
preparation for the real world if not 
good preparation for the next day?s 
calculus test or soccer game), today the 
deadline is both arbitrary and 
perpetual. The internet?s flexibility (no 
printing press, no delivery mechanisms) 
has both terrific advantages and enough 

disadvantages to drive an editor mad.

?The Highlander? online now also 
means that the audience includes every 
human being on earth with access to it. 
That certainly changes things, or 
should. Public performance is a 
powerful pedagogical tool?typically 
students in any discipline (academic, 
artistic, athletic) focus a little more, 
work a little harder, sweat the details a 
bit more exactly when they know that 
their work will be on public display 
rather than read just by a teacher. This 
ultimately is a good thing, but it 
requires a different kind of emotional 
preparation for all involved. I expect 
that our writers and editors will review 
work with a finer-toothed comb now 
that they know that their reach extends 
to the corners of the globe, and that 
their work product is essentially 
permanent. No longer is today?s 
newspaper just used to wrap 
fish-and-chips or to line waste paper 
baskets?it may be that our student 
writers? future employers read it.

The move from print to digital bears 
consideration for another reason: the 
internet is insatiable and effectively 
limitless in ways that traditional print 
news was limited. Print newspapers 
funded operations through 
advertisements so that the decision to 
add a page corresponded to that page?s 
ability to generate revenue and cover 
the cost. That was the model for 
approximately two centuries. We are 
now in the early stages of an experiment 
in how the press will fund itself 

(although The Gunnery?s intrepid 
reporters are protected from this 
pressure, which has its own 
ramifications) and that has already had 
profound implications for the way the 
press operates?yes, in terms of 
newspapers closing, but also in terms of 
what gets reported, tone and style, and 
form. The point is not whether these 
changes are good or bad, but rather that 
students should be aware of them, and 
moving online provides an opportunity 
for students to learn about and reflect 
on them. Author and educator Neil 
Postman should be required reading for 
all students, especially for those 
involved in creating news and 
publishing it to the internet.

As with any endeavor like this at a 
school, so much of the success depends 
on students. I am proud of the students 
who have pioneered this move, grateful 
for the adults who supported and 
facilitated the process, and excited to 
see how next year?s students carry it 
forward. What seems like a fairly simple 
change in format is actually a terrific, 
ongoing learning opportunity, and I 
look forward to watching our students 
seize it. If they also happen to meet a 
future life partner in the process, all the 
better!

Regards,

Mr. Becker

Letter from Mr. Becker
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For this year?s final issue of The 
Highlander, we would like to dedicate 
the issue to our Editor-In-Chief Maddie 
Aitken and our Managing Editor Rain 
Ji. The two have played crucial roles in 
the newspaper over the past years, and 
we are so appreciative of what they 
have done. Maddie has been an integral 
part of The Highlander since her first 
year at The Gunnery, and she has 

helped make some big changes over the 
course of her time with The 
Highlander. In her second year in the 
newspaper, Rain took on the 
responsibility of Managing Editor and 
has been a crucial part of the 
publication since her very first article 
in 2017. In their year running The 
Highlander, Maddie and Rain have 
helped the newspaper evolve greatly. 

From what was once just a .pdf file that 
was sent out in an email, The 
Highlander is now a printed 
publication and an online news source. 
Maddie and Rain have helped The 
Highlander grow into a greater form 
and we sincerely value all of the time,  
effort, and hard work that they put into 
the newspaper. Maddie will continue 
her journalistic career when she heads 

to Tufts University next year, and we 
wish Rain wouldn?t leave, but she?ll be 
off at Middlebury College. Maddie and 
Rain have been essential to the growth 
and success of the newspaper this year, 
and we would like to dedicate this issue 
to all they have done! 

Dedication
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